SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT February 24 & 25, 2024

INTRODUCTION
The second covenant in this year's Lenten readings is the one made with Abraham and Sarabh:

God's promise to make them the ancestors of many, with whom God will remain in everlasting
covenant. Paul says this promise comes to all who share Abraham'’s faith in the God who brings
life into being where there was no life. We receive this baptismal promise of resurrection life in
faith. Sarah and Abraham receive new names as a sign of the covenant, and we too get new

identities in baptism, as we put on Christ.
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P We remember our baptism,

in the name of the Father,

and of the Son,

and of the Holy Spirit
C Amen.

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves,

and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just
will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence is kept for reflection.

P Most merciful God,
C we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves.

We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.

For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,

so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your holy name.

Amen.

P Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us
and, for his sake, forgives us all our sins.
As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ,
and by his authority, | therefore declare to you
the entire forgiveness of all your sins
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.



* OPENING HYMN

“How Firm a Foundation”

LBW #507
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1 How fm a foun - da - tion, O saints of the Lord,

2 Fear not, I am with you, oh, be not  dis - mayed,

3 When through fi - ery ti - als your path - way shall Le,

4 Through - out  all their life - time my peo - ple shall prove
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Is laid  for your faith in his ex - cel - lent Word!
For I am your God and will still give you aid;
My grace, all - suf - fi - cient, shall be your sup - ply.
My sov - ’reign, e - ter - nal, un-change - a - ble love;
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What  more can he say than to you he has sad
I'll  strength - en you, help you, and cause you to stand,
The flames  shall not hurt you; I on - ly de - sign
And  then,  when gray hairs shall their tem - ples a - dom,
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Who un - to the Sav - ior for ref - uge have fled?
Up - held by my righ - teous, om-nip - o - tent hand
Your dross to con-sume and your gold to re - fine.
Like lambs they shall still in my bo - som be borne.
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FOUNDATION

Text: J. Rippon, A Selection of Hymns, 1787, alt.

Tine: early American
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* GREETING
P Christ has called us to this place,
gathered one and all by his Holy Spirit
C We are followers of Christ
who seek to hear the Word,
live the Word,
and share the Word.

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.

* KYRIE
Assistant:  In peace, in peace,
Assistant.: Congregation:
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Christ, have mer - cy, Lord, have mer - cy.

Assistant:  For the Reign of God, and for peace throughout the world,
Jor the unity of all... (Refrain)

Assistant:  For your people here, who have come to give you praise,
for the strength to live your Word... (Refrain)
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Help, save andde - fend us, o God. A - - -  men.
* SALUTATION
y 4 Presider: Congregation:
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The Lord  be with you.  And al - so with you.

* PRAYER OF THE DAY
P O God, by the passion of your blessed Son you made an instrument of shameful death to be

for us the means of life. Grant us so to glory in the cross of Christ that we may gladly suffer
shame and loss for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever
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SPECIAL MUSIC
5:30 Duane Losh
8:30 Praise Choir

11:00 Chancel Choir

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

FIRST READING: Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16
As with Noah, God makes an everlasting covenant with Abraham and Sarah. God promises this

old couple that they will be the ancestors of nations, though they have no child together. God will
miraculously bring forth new life from Sarah's womb. The name changes emphasize the firmness

of God's promise.

'When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to Abram, and said to him, "l am
God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. 2And | will make my covenant between me and
you, and will make you exceedingly numerous." *Then Abram fell on his face; and God said to
him, *'As for me, this is my covenant with you: You shall be the ancestor of a multitude of nations.
°No longer shall your name be Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for | have made you the
ancestor of a multitude of nations. °l will make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations of
you, and kings shall come from you. ’| will establish my covenant between me and you, and your
offspring after you throughout their generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you
and to your offspring after you. ®God said to Abraham, "As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call
her Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name. ' will bless her, and moreover | will give you a son by
her. | will bless her, and she shall give rise to nations; kings of peoples shall come from her."

SECOND READING: Romans 4:13-25
Paul presents Abraham as the example for how a person comes into a right relationship with God

not through works of the law but through faith. Though Abraham and Sarah were far too old for
bearing children, Abraham trusted that God would accomplish what God had promised to

accomplish.

3For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his descendants
through the law but through the righteousness of faith. ™If it is the adherents of the law who are to
be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. SFor the law brings wrath; but where there is no
law, neither is there violation.

'®For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be
guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those who
share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, ""as it is written, "I have made you the
father of many nations")—in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the
dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. '*Hoping against hope, he believed that
he would become "the father of many nations," according to what was said, "So numerous shall
your descendants be." ®He did not weaken in faith when he considered his own body, which was
already as good as dead (for he was about a hundred years old), or when he considered the
barrenness of Sarah's womb. ®No distrust made him waver concerning the promise of God, but
he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, *'being fully convinced that God was able to
do what he had promised. ?Therefore his faith "was reckoned to him as righteousness." “Now
the words, "it was reckoned to him," were written not for his sake alone, 2hut for ours also. It will
be reckoned to us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, Bwho was
handed over to death for our trespasses and was raised for our justification.



* GOSPEL VERSE
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Let your stead-fast love come to us, o Lord.
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Save us as you prom -ised; we will trust your word.
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Let your stead-fast love come to us, 0] Lord.

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the 8th chapter.
C Speak, Lord, your servants are listening!

GOSPEL: Mark 8:31-38
After Peter confesses his belief that Jesus is the Messiah, Jesus tells his disciples for the first

time what is to come. Peter's response indicates that he does not yet understand the way of the
cross that Jesus will travel.

*[Jesus] began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be rejected
b)/ the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again.
*’He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. ¥But turning
and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, "Get behind me, Satan! For you are
setting your mind not on divine things but on human things."

*He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, "If any want to become my
followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. **For those who want
to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the
%ospel, will save it. *°For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life?

Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? *®Those who are ashamed of me and of my
words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed

when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels."

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God!

SERMON Pastor Sharon
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HYMN OF THE DAY “Children of the Heavenly Father” ELW #781
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Tryg - ga - re kan ing-en va-ra d&n Guds lil - la  bar - na- ska - ra,
1 Chil - dren of the heav’n-ly Fa-ther safe-ly in his bo - som gath- er;
2 God  his own doth tend and nour-ish, in his ho - ly courts they flour-ish.
3 Nei - ther life nor death shall ev - er from the Lord his chil - dren sev - er;
4 Though he giv-eth or he tak-eth, God his chil-dren ne’er for - sak - eth;
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stjgr-nan ej pd him-la - fis - tet, fi-geln e i kin-da nds - tet.
nest - ling bird nor star in heav - en such a ref - uge e’er was giv - en.
From all e - vil things he spares them,in his might-y arms he bears them.
un - to them his grace he show - eth, and their sor-rows all he know - eth.

his the lov-ing pur-pose sole - ly to pre-serve them pure and ho - ly.
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TRYGGARE KAN INGEN VARA

Text: Carolina Sandell Berg, 1832-1903; tr. Ernst W. Olson, 1870-1958
LM

Music: Swedish folk tune
Text €© 1925 Board of Publication, Lutheran Church in America

All rights reserved. Reprinted under OnelLicense.net # A-703413

* THE APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the

power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the

life everlasting. Amen
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THE OFFERING
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* THE OFFERTORY “Give Thanks”
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Give thanks with a grate - ful heart, give thanks to the Ho-ly One,
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give thanks be-cause he’s giv-en  Je - sus  Christ, his  Son.
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thanks to the Ho - ly One,

rich,” be-cause of what the Lord has done for us.

Text: Henry Smith
Music: GIVE THANKS. Henry Smith

Text and music © 1978 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music (ASCAP). All rights reserved. Iniernational © secured.

Give

Give thanks with a grate - ful heart, give
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thanks!

All rights reserved. Used with permission. CCLI License # 1033398.

Page 7




* PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
P Trusting in God’s promise to reconcile all things, let us pray for the church, the well-being of

creation, and a world in need.
A brief silence.

P Hearus, O God.
C Your mercy is great.

P Accompany us on our journey, God of grace, and receive the prayers of our hearts, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior.
C Amen.

* THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever
and ever. Amen

* BLESSING
P The Lord bless you and keep you,
the Lord make His face shine upon you
and be gracious to you;
the Lord look upon you with favor
and give you peace.
C Amen
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* SENDING HYMN “Will You Come and Follow Me” ELW #798
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1 “Will you come and fol - low me if I but call
2 “Will you leave your - self be - hind if I but call
3 “Will you let the blind - ed see if I but  call
4 “Will you love the you you hide if I but call
5 Lord, your sum - mons ech - oes true when you but call
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your name? Will  you go where you don’t
your name? Will you  care for  cruel and
your name? Will you  set the pris - ’ners
your name? Will you quell the fear in -
my name. Let me turn and fol - low
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know and nev - er be the same?
kind  and nev - er be the same?
free and nev - er be the same?
side and nev - er be the same?
you and nev - er be the same.
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Will you let my love be shown, will you let my
Will you risk the hos - tile stare, should your life at -
Will you kiss the lep - er  clean, and do such as
Will you use the faith you've found to re - shape the
In your com - pa - ny rn go where your love and
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name be known, . will you let my life be
tract or scare? Will you  let me an - swer
this un - seen, and ad - mit to what I
world a - round, through my  sight and touch  and
foot - steps show. Thus TI'll  move and  live and
9]
¥y P
[ (enua ! i T i ] ]
A\ VA =l T i 1 [7X0 [ ]
J * (] > 7K
grown in you and you in me?”
pray’r in you and you in me?”
mean in you and you in me?”
sound in you and you in me?”’
grow  in you and you in me.

Text:John L. Bell, b, 1949
Music: Scottish traditional

KELVINGROVE

Text © 1987 Iona Community, admin. GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net # A-703413



* DISMISSAL
P Goin Peace. Serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Reprinted from Words for Worship, copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. Scripture quotations (except
psalms) from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 Division of Christian Education of the National
Council of Churches of Christ in the USA. All rights reserved. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress under license #

SB162048.



