THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT March 2 & 3, 2024

INTRODUCTION
The third covenant in this year's Lenten readings is the central one of Israel’s history: the gift of

the law to those God freed from slavery. The commandments begin with the statement that
because God alone has freed us from the powers that oppressed us, we are to let nothing else
claim first place in our lives. When Jesus throws the merchants out of the temple, he is defending
the worship of God alone and rejecting the ways commerce and profit-making can become our
gods. The Ten Commandments are essential to our baptismal call: centered first in God's
liberating love, we strive to live out justice and mercy in our communities and the world.

PRELUDE

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS



* OPENING HYMN “Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty” ELW #533
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1 O - pen now thy gates of beau-ty, Zi- on, let me en - ter there,
2 Gra-cious God, I come be - fore thee; come thou al - so un - to me;
3 Here thy praise is glad - ly chant-ed, here thy seed is du - ly sown;
4 Thou my faith in-crease and quick-en, let me keep thy gift di- vine;
5 Speak,O God, and I will hear thee, let thy will be done in-deed;
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where my soul in joy - ful du -ty waits for God who an - swers prayer.
where we find thee and a - dore thee, there a heav’'n on earth must be.
let  my soul,where it is plant-ed, bring forth pre - cious sheaves a - lone,
how - so-e’er temp-ta - tions thick-en, may thy word still o’er me shine
may I un - dis-turbed draw near thee while thou dost thy peo - ple feed.
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Oh, how bless-ed is  this place, filled with so - lace, light, and grace!
To my heart,oh, en - ter thou, let it be thy tem-ple now!
so that all I hear may be fruit-ful un-to life in me.

as my guid-ing star through life, as my com-fort in all strife.
Here of life the foun-tain flows; here is balm for all our woes.
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Text: Benjamin Schmolck, 1672-1737; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt. UNSER HERRSCHER
Music: Joachim Neander, 1650-1680 878777
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* GREETING
P Christ has called us to this place,
gathered one and all by his Holy Spirit
C We are followers of Christ
who seek to hear the Word,
live the Word,
and share the Word.

P  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.

* KYRIE

Assistant:  In peace, in peace,
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Let  us pray to  the Lord, have mer - Ccy,
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Christ, have mer - cy, Lord, have mer - cy.

Assistant:  For the Reign of God, and for peace throughout the world,
Jor the unity of all... (Refrain)

Assistant:  For your people here, who have come to give you praise,
Jor the strength to live your Word... (Refrain)

f s - Congregation:
y 4 i — J' ‘: 1 | |
[ an) [l [ 2 = 1 i T T
N U ! ] & & 1 o - -
'y — i \__—?/
Help, save andde - fend us, o God. A - - - men.
* SALUTATION
y 4 Presider: Congregation:
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The Lord  be with you. And al - so with you.

* PRAYER OF THE DAY
P Holy God, through your Son you have called us to live faithfully and act courageously. Keep

us steadfast in your covenant of grace, and teach us the wisdom that comes only through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
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SPECIAL MUSIC
5:30 Chancel Choir
8:30 Duane Losh

11:00 Praise Choir

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE

FIRST READING: Exodus 20:1-17
After escaping from slavery, the Israelites come to Mount Sinai, where God teaches them how to

live in community. The Ten Commandments proclaim that God alone is worthy of worship.
Flowing from God, the life of the community flourishes when based on honesty, trust, fidelity, and

respect for life, family, and property.

"Then God spoke all these words:
2I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery;

®you shall have no other gods before me.

“*You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in heaven above,
or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. °You shall not bow down to
them or worship them; for | the LORD your God am a jealous God, punishing children for the
iniquity of parents, to the third and the fourth generation of those who reject me, ®but showing
steadfast love to the thousandth generation of those who love me and keep my commandments.

"You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the LORD your God, for the LORD will not
acquit anyone who misuses his name.

Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. *Six days you shall labor and do all your work.

'°But the seventh day is a sabbath to the LORD your God; you shall not do any work—you, your
son or your daughter, your male or female slave, your livestock, or the alien resident in your
towns. '"For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but
rested the seventh day, therefore the LORD blessed the sabbath day and consecrated it.

?Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land that the LORD
your God is giving you.

*You shall not murder.

"You shall not commit adultery.

*You shall not steal.

'®You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.

"You shall not covet your neighbor's house; you shall not covet your neighbor's wife, or male or

female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 1:18-25
The word of the cross is pure foolishness and nonsense to the world because it claims that God
is mostly revealed in weakness, humiliation, and death. But through such divine foolishness and

weakness, God is working to save us. The center of Paul's preaching is Christ crucified.
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®For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are
being saved it is the power of God. "*For it is written,

"l will destroy the wisdom of the wise,

and the discernment of the discerning | will thwart."
“Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not

God made foolish the wisdom of the world?

'For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, God decided,
through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who believe. 2For Jews demand signs
and Greeks desire wisdom, ?°but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and
foolishness to Gentiles, #put to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the
power of God and the wisdom of God. ®For God's foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and

God's weakness is stronger than human strength.

* GOSPEL VERSE
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Let your stead-fast love come to us, o Lord.

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 2nd chapter.
C Speak, Lord, your servants are listening!

GOSPEL. John 2:13-22
Jesus attacks the commercialization of religion by driving merchants out of the temple. When

challenged, he responds mysteriously, with the first prediction of his own death and resurrection.
In the midst of a seemingly stable religious center, Jesus suggests that the center itself has

changed.

*The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. "In the temple he found
people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money changers seated at their tables. 15Making
a whip of cords, he drove all of them out of the temple, both the sheep and the cattle. He also
poured out the coins of the money changers and overturned their tables. "®He told those who *



were selling the doves, "Take these things out of here! Stop making my Father's house a
marketplace!” "His disciples remembered that it was written, "Zeal for your house will consume
me." "®The Jews then said to him, "What sign can you show us for doing this?" '*Jesus answered
them, "Destroy this temple, and in three days | will raise it up."” *The Jews then said, "This temple
has been under construction for forty-six years, and will you raise it up in three days?" ?'But he
was speaking of the temple of his body.

2 After he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this; and they
believed the scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken.

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God!

SERMON Pastor Jon
HYMN OF THE DAY “Be Thou My Vision” ELW #793
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1 Be thou my vi - sion, O Lord of my heart;
2 Be thou my wis - dom, and thou my true word;
3 Rich-es I heed not, nor vain, emp - ty praise,
4 Light of my soul, af - ter vic - to - ry won,
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naught be all else to  me, save that thou art:
I ev - er with thee and thou with me, Lord.
thou mine in - her - i - tance, now and al - ways:
may I reach heav - en’s joys, O  heav - en’s Sun!
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thou my best thought both by day and by night,
Thou my soul’s  shel - ter, and thou my high tow’r,
thou and thou on - ly, the first in  my heart,
Heart of my own heart, what - ev - er be - fall,
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wak - ing or sleep - ing, thy pres - ence my light.
raise thou me heav’'n-ward, O Pow’r of my POW'L.
great God of heav - en, my trea - sure thou  art.
stil  be my vi - sion, O Rul - er of all.

Text:Irish, 8th cent.; vers. Eleanor H. Hull, 1860-1935, alt.; tr. Mary E. Byrne, 1880-1931 SLANE
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* THE APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the

power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the
life everlasting. Amen

* PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
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Trusting in God’s promise to reconcile all things, let us pray for the church, the well-being of
creation, and a world in need.

Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Accompany us on our journey, God of grace, and receive the prayers of our hearts, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.

THE OFFERING
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* THE OFFERTORY
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“Accept, O Lord, the Gifts We Bring” ELW #691
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1 Ac-cept, O Lord, the gifts we bring to place up-on your ta - ble.
2 The vines were plant - ed, seeds were sown.They grew In your good plea-sure.
3 Our hopes and dreams,our toils and cares we lift in prayer be - fore you.
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We do not wor - ship as we ought but on - ly as we’re a - ble.
What once was com - mon, dail - y food be-comesa ho-ly trea-sure.
Lord, by your grace now come to us, as hum-bly we a - dore you.
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Welcome to the Feast of Holy Communion.(Gluten free wafers available, ask the Pastors)

We believe that in the sacrament Holy Communion, the crucified and risen Christ is present,
giving his true body and blood as food and drink. This real presence is a mystery. All who trust
in Jesus and call upon his name as Lord are invited to receive Holy Communion. Guests who are
with us, who regularly commune in their home congregations, are also welcome. Children who
have not yet been instructed in receiving the sacrament are encouraged to come forward to

receive a blessing.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P Inthe night in which he was betrayed
our Lord Jesus took bread,
and gave thanks; broke it
and gave it to his disciples,
saying: Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper,

he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is

the new testament in my blood,
shed for you and for all people
for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

* THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever
and ever. Amen

* INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P The gifts of God for the people of God.

C lam not worthy to receive you, Lord;
but only say the Word and | shall be healed.
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* LAMB OF GOD

Music: Ray Makeever

Textand music © 1982 Ray Makeever, admin. Augsburg Fortress
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grant us peace, grant us peace.
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS “We Come to the Hungry Feast” ELW #479
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1 We come to the hun-gry feast hun-gry for a word of peace.
2 We come to the hun-gry feast hun-gry for a world re - leased
3 We come to the hun-gry feast hun-gry that the hun - ger cease,
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To hun - gry hearts un - sat - is - fied the love of God is
from hun - gry folk of ev - ry kind, the poor in bod -y,
and know-ing, though we  eat our fill, the hun- ger will stay
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not de - nied. We come, we come to the hun - gry feast.
poor in mind. We come, we come to the hun- gry feast.
with us; still we come, we come to the hun - gry feast.
Text: Ray Makeever, b. 1943 HUNGRY FEAST
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“As the Deer”
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1 As the deer pant - eth for the wa-ter, so my
2 You're my friend and You are my broth -er e - ven
3 | want You more than  gold or sl -ver, on - ly
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though  You___ are a King. l love You more than
You can__ sat - is - fy You a - lone are the
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heart’s de - sire, and | long to wor - ship Thee.
an - y oth - er, so much more than an - y - thing.
real joy - giv - er and the ap - ple of my  eye.
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You a - lone aremy strength, my shield; To You a - lone maymy
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spir - it yield. You a - lone are my
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heart's de - sire,____ and | long to wor - ship Thee.

CCLI Song #1431
©1984 Maranatha Praise, Inc.

For use solely with the SongSelect Terms of Use. Al rights Reserved. www.ccli.com

CCLI License #1033398

All rights reserved. Used with permission. CCLI License # 1033398.

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.

C Amen.
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* PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P Generous God,

at this table we have tasted your grace.
As grains of wheat are gathered into one bread,

now make us one
in Christ, the Bread of life.
C Amen.

* BLESSING

P The Lord bless you and keep you,
the Lord make His face shine upon you

and be gracious to you;

the Lord look upon you with favor

and give you peace.
C Amen

* SENDING HYMN “Canticle of the Turning” ELW #723
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1 My soul cries out with a  joy - ful shout that the
2 Though I am small, my... God, my all, you . . .
3 From the halls of powr to the for - tress tow’r, not a
4 Though the na - tions rage from .. age to age, we re -
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won - drous things that you bring to the ones who wait.
depths of the past to the end of the age to be.
jus - tice tears ev-’ry ty - rant ... from his throne.
liv - er us from the con - quer-or’s crush -ing  grasp.
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You fixed your sight on your ser - vant’s plight, and my
Your ver -y name puts the proud to  shame, and to
The hun - gry poor shall .. weep no more, for the
This sav - ing  word that our fore - bears heard is the
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weak-ness you did not spurn, so from east to west shall my
those who would for you yearn, you will show your might, put the
food they can nev - er earn; there are ta - bles spread, ev-’ry
prom - ise which holds us  bound, till the spear and rod can be
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name be blest. Could the world be a- bout to turn?
strong to flight, for the world is a-bout to turn.
mouth  be fed, for the world is a-bout to turn.
crushed by God, who is turn - ing the world a - round.
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My heart shall sing of the day you bring. Let the fires of your jus-tice burn.
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Wipe a- way all tears, for the dawn draws near, and the world is a-bout to

-Text: Rory Cooney, b. 1952, based on the Magnificat

Music: Irish traditional
Text € 1990 GIA Publications, Inc.

* DISMISSAL

P Goin Peace. Serve the Lord.

turn.

STAR OF COUNTY DOWN

All rights reserved. Reprinted under Onelicense.net # A-703413

C Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

irregular
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