PALM SUNDAY March 23 & 24, 2024

INTRODUCTION
This week, the center of the church’s year, is one of striking contrasts: Jesus rides into Jerusalem

surrounded by shouts of glory, only to be left alone to die on the cross, abandoned by even his
closest friends. Mark's gospel presents Jesus in his complete human vulnerability: agitated,
grieved, scared, forsaken. Though we lament Christ's suffering and all human suffering, we also
expect God's salvation: in the wine and bread, Jesus promises that his death will mark a new
covenant with all people. We enter this holy week thirsty for the completion of God's astonishing

work.

PRELUDE
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PROCESSION OF CHILDREN “Hosanna”

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

P Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
C Hosanna in the highest.

* PROCESSIONAL GOSPEL: Mark 11:1-11
'When they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany, near the Mount of Olives,

[Jesus] sent two of his disciples %and said to them, "Go into the village ahead of you, and
immediately as you enter it, you will find tied there a colt that has never been ridden; untie it and
bring it. °If anyone says to you, 'Why are you doing this?' just say this, 'The Lord needs it and will
send it back here immediately.” “They went away and found a colt tied near a door, outside in the
street. As they were untying it, some of the bystanders said to them, "What are you doing,
untying the colt?" °They told them what Jesus had said; and they allowed them to take it.

"Then they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks on it; and he sat on it. 8Many people
spread their cloaks on the road, and others spread leafy branches that they had cut in the fields.
*Then those who went ahead and those who followed were shouting,

"Hosanna!
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!
'%Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David!

Hosanna in the highest heaven!"

""Then he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple; and when he had looked around at
everything, as it was already late, he went out to Bethany with the twelve.



* BLESSING OF PALMS

P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

P Let us pray.
We praise you, O God, for redeeming the world through our Savior Jesus Christ. Today he

entered the holy city in triumph and was proclaimed messiah and king by those who spread
garments and branches along his way. Bless these branches and those who carry them.
Grant us grace to follow our Lord in the way of the cross, so that, joined to his death and
resurrection, we enter into life with you; through the same Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

* PROCESSION

P Letus go forth in peace,
C in the name of Christ. Amen.

* PROCESSIONAL HYMN “All Glory, Laud, and Honor” ELW #344

Refrain
All glory, laud, and honor to you, redeemer, king,
to whom the lips of children made sweet hosannas ring.

1 You are the king of Israel and David's royal Son,
now in the Lord's name coming, our King and Blessed One. Refrain

2 The company of angels are praising you on high;
creation and all mortals in chorus make reply. Refrain

3 The multitude of pilgrims with palms before you went;
our praise and prayer and anthems before you we present. Refrain

4 To you, before your passion, they sang their hymns of praise.
To you, now high exalted, our melody we raise. Refrain

5 Their praises you accepted; accept the prayers we bring,
great author of all goodness, O good and gracious King. Refrain

P Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
C Hosanna in the highest.
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* PRAYER OF THE DAY
P Everlasting God, in your endless love for the human race you sent our Lord Jesus Christ to

take on our nature and to suffer death on the cross. In your mercy enable us to share in his
obedience to your will and in the glorious victory of his resurrection, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

SPECIAL MUSIC
5:30 Edie Goodwin
8:30 Praise Choir

11:00 Chancel Choir

FIRST READING: Isaiah 50:4-9a
The image of the servant of God is one of the notable motifs in the book of Isaiah. Today's

reading describes the mission of the servant, whom early Christians associated with Jesus. Like
Jesus, the servant does not strike back at his detractors but trusts in God's steadfast love.

“The Lord GOD has given me
the tongue of a teacher,
that I may know how to sustain
the weary with a word.
Morning by morning he wakens—
wakens my ear
to listen as those who are taught.
*The Lord GOD has opened my ear,
and | was not rebellious,
| did not turn backward.
®l gave my back to those who struck me,
and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard;
I did not hide my face
from insult and spitting.

"The Lord GOD helps me:
therefore | have not been disgraced:;
therefore | have set my face like flint,
and | know that | shall not be put to shame;
*he who vindicates me is near.
Who will contend with me?
Let us stand up together.
Who are my adversaries?
Let them confront me.
*It is the Lord GOD who helps me:
who will declare me guilty?
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PSALM: Psalm 31:9-16
Into your hands, O LORD, | commend my spirit. (Ps. 31:5)

*Have mercy on me, O LORD, for | am in trouble;
my eye is consumed with sorrow, and also my throat and my belly.
'°For my life is wasted with grief, and my years with sighing;
my strength fails me because of affliction, and my bones are consumed.
") am the scorn of all my enemies, a disgrace to my neighbors, a dismay to my acquaintances;
when they see me in the street they avoid me.
12| jke the dead | am forgotten, out of mind;
| am as useless as a broken pot.
3For | have heard the whispering of the crowd:; fear is all around;
they put their heads together against me; they plot to take my life.
'“But as for me, | have trusted in you, O LORD.
| have said, "You are my God.
My times are in your hand;
rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who persecute me.
'®|_et your face shine upon your servant;
save me in your steadfast love.”

SECOND READING: Philippians 2:5-11
Christ did not act to attain status and glory but was obedient to God even to the point of death.

Following Christ's example, we do not seek personal status or glory but care for others as God
cared for us in Christ's death.

3Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,
®who, though he was in the form of God,
did not regard equality with God
as something to be exploited,
but emptied himself,
taking the form of a slave,
being born in human likeness.
And being found in human form,
®he humbled himself
and became obedient to the point of death—
even death on a cross.

*Therefore God also highly exalted him

and gave him the name

that is above every name,
%0 that at the name of Jesus

every knee should bend,

in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
"and every tongue should confess

that Jesus Christ is Lord,

to the glory of God the Father.
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SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY

“Hosanna, Loud Hosanna”

Pastor Sharon
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* THE APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the

power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the

Text: Dwight Liles, b. 1957
Music:Dwight Liles

Text and music © 1984 Word Music, LLC

life everlasting. Amen
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* PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

P Trusting in God’s promise to reconcile all things, let us pray for the church, the well-being of
creation, and a world in need.

A brief silence.

P Hearus, O God.
C Your mercy is great.

P Accompany us on our journey, God of grace, and receive the prayers of our hearts, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior.
C Amen.

* THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever
and ever. Amen

* BLESSING
P The Lord bless you and keep you,
the Lord make His face shine upon you
and be gracious to you;
the Lord look upon you with favor
and give you peace.
C Amen

Page 7



* SENDING HYMN “Ride On, Ride On in Majesty!”
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WORDS: Henry H. Milman (1791-1868), alt.
MUSIC: Thomas Williams' Psalmodia Evangelica, 1789

* DISMISSAL
P Goin Peace. Serve the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.

Reprinted from Words for Worship, copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. Scripture quotations (except
psaims) from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 Division of Christian Education of the National
Council of Churches of Christ in the USA. All rights reserved. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress under license #

SB162048.



