Second Sunday of Advent December 6 & 7, 2025

Introduction to the day
At the heart of our Advent preparation stands John the Baptist, who calls us to repent and make a

new beginning. As the darkness increases we turn toward the approaching light of Christ. For
Christians he is the root of Jesse, the righteous judge who welcomes all, especially the poor and
meek of the earth. We wait with hope for that day when the wolf will dwell with the lamb, and
there will be no more hurt or destruction. From the Lord’s table we are sent in the spirit of John

the Baptist to proclaim that in Christ the kingdom of God has come near.

PRELUDE
8:30 & 11:00 — Saint John Strings

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

INVOCATION
We gather in the name of God, the Creator of Light; + Jesus, the Light of the World; and the

Holy Spirit, the Light who illumines our path. Amen.
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Text: Wayne L. Wold, b. 1954
Music: TIF IN VELDELE, Yiddish folk tune

Text © 1984 Fortress Press. admin. Augsburg Fortress



CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In this season of light, let us go before God and confess how our words and actions contribute

to the darkness instead of adding to the light. Silence.

God of Love and Light,

We confess that we are not always the light-bearers you desire us to be.
We shine a spotlight on the transgressions of others

while trying to keep our own sins hidden in the dark.

We burn bridges by being impatient, opinionated and judgmental.

We inflame others by lashing out in anger.

We go through our days enveloped in the gloom of fear and doubt.

We let our witness become a smoldering ember until it dies out completely.
Forgive us Jesus, the Everlasting Light.

Come to us, abide with us, our Lord, Emmanuel.

Teach us to walk as children of light, surrounded by your love, forgiveness and healing.
We ask this in the name of Christ. Amen.

God is light, and in God there is no darkness as all. If we walk in the light as God is in the
light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus cleanses us from all sin.

Amen.

GATHERING SONG Now the Heavens Start to Whisper (ACS 901)
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1 Now the heav - ens start to whis-per, as the veil is grow-ing thin.
2 Heav -y clouds that block the moon-light now be-gin to drift a - way.
3 Christ,e - ter - pal Sun of jus - tice, Christ, the rose of wis-dom’s seed,
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Earth from slum - ber wakes to lis - ten to the stir - ring, faint with-in:

Dia - mond bril-liance through the dark-ness shines the hope of com-ing day.
come to bless with fire and fra-grance hours of yearn-ing, hurt, and need.
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seed of prom-ise, deep-ly plant-ed, child to spring from Jes - se’s stem!
Christ, the morn-ing star of splen-dor, gleams with-in a world grown dim.
In the lone-ly, in the strang-er, in the out-cast, hid from view;
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Like the soil be - neath the frost-line, hearts grow soft to wel-come him.
Heav-en’s em - ber fans to full-ness; hearts grow warm to wel-come him.
Child who comes to grace the man-ger, teach our hearts to wel-come you.

Page 2



GREETING
Christ has called us to this place,
gathered one and all by his Holy Spirit
We are followers of Christ
who seek to hear the Word,
live the Word, and share the Word.
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

KYRIE (words by David Eck, tune “Come Thou Long Expected Jesus”)
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Be ourstrengthin times of__ trou-ble. Set us free from. chains thai_ bind.
Show us how to love our_neigh-bor. Run to those who. cry for_ help.
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Breathe new. life in - to our_ spir-its. Pu - ri - fy our_ hearisand minds.
Word madefleshwho lives a - mong us;  Christ our_Lord, Em - man-u - el

SALUTATION
The Lord be with you And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming
nurture our growth as people of repentance and peace; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE
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(8:30 & 11:00) FIRST READING: Isaiah 11:1-10
Isaiah describes the coming of a future, ideal ruler who will renew David’s royal line (the stump of

Jesse). Gifted by the spirit of God, this ruler will reign with perfect justice. Enmity and danger will
be restored to harmony and peaceful coexistence.

' A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse,
and a branch shall grow out of his roots.
®The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him,
the spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the spirit of counsel and might,
the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD.
*His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD.

He shall not judge by what his eyes see

or decide by what his ears hear,
“ but with righteousness he shall judge for the poor

and decide with equity for the oppressed of the earth;
he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth,

and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.

®Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist
and faithfulness the belt around his loins.

® The wolf shall live with the lamb:
the leopard shall lie down with the kid;
the calf and the lion will feed together,
_and a little child shall lead them.
"The cow and the bear shall graze;
their young shall lie down together;
~ and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.
®The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp,
and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den.
® They will not hurt or destroy

on all my holy mountain,
for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD

as the waters cover the sea.

'°On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall inquire
of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

(8:30 & 11:00) SECOND READING: Romans 15:4-13
God'’s promise to include Gentiles within the circle of God’s blessed people has been fulfilled in

Jesus Christ. Christians live out their unity by welcoming and encouraging each other just as
Christ has welcomed them into God’s family.

“Whatever was written in former days was written for our lnstructlon so that by steadfastness
and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. ° May the God of
steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, in
accordance with Christ Jesus, ~ so that together you may with one voice glorify the God and

Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.



"Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. ®For
| tell you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in
order that he might confirm the promises given to the ancestors ®and that the gentiles might
glorify God for his mercy. As it is written,

“Therefore | will confess you among the gentiles
and sing praises to your name”;

'®and again he says,

“ReJOIce O gentiles, with his people”;

"' and again,

“Praise the Lord, all you gentiles,
and let all the peoples praise him”;

'?and again Isaiah says,

“The root of Jesse shall come,
the one who rises to rule the gentiles;

in him the gentiles shall hope.”

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in

hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

The holy gospel according to St. Matthew the 3rd chapter.
Speak, Lord, your servants are listening!

GOSPEL: Matthew 3:1-12
Just before Jesus begins his public ministry, John the Baptist appears, calling people to mend

their ways and speaking of a powerful one who is to come.

'In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, 2 “Repent, for
the kingdom of heaven has come near.” ° This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when
he said,

“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord;

make his paths straight.””
“Now John wore clothlng of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food was

locusts and wild honey ’Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region around the Jordan
were going out to him, ®and they were baptized by him in the River Jordan, confessing their sins.

"But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for his baptlsm he said to
them, “You brood of wpersl Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? ® Therefore, bear
fruit worthy of repentance, ° and do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our
ancestor,’ for | tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. '°Even
now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; therefore every tree that does not bear good fruit will
be cut down and thrown into the fire.

"] baptize you with water for repentance, but the one whe is coming after me is more
powerful than [, and | am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit
and fire. '*His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and will gather
his wheat into the granary, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
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5:30 - ADVENT READINGS

Tell the Story by Marj Leegard - Isaiah 11:1-10

Some Children See Him by Alfred Burt and Wihla Hutson
Christmas Bells by Henry Wadsworth Longfeliow

An EXTRA-Ordinary Night by Max Lucado

A Christmas Carol by Christina Roissetti

Pacing Outside the Stable by Max Lucado

8:30 - SPECIAL MUSIC PROGRAM
Praise Team ~ Bonnie Dunkelberger ~ Edie and Joan ~ Bell Choir ~ Laura Nelson ~ Chancel Choir

11:00 - SUNDAY SCHOOL PROGRAM

HYMN OF THE DAY On Jordan's Bank the Baptist's Cry (ELW 249)
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Text: Charles Coffin, 1676-1749; tr. composite
Music: PUER NOBIS, European tune, adapt. Michael Praetorius, 1571-1621
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NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
In our waiting and watching, we come to you in prayer, O God, trusting your promise to renew the

church, the nations, and the whole creation.

With wisdom and understanding, inspire the faithful around the world. Unite hearts and minds in
work to address poverty, access to housing, and equity among peoples. God of grace,

hear our prayer.
With counsel and might, move us to care for creation. As we dream of the day when all creatures

will flourish alongside one another, guide us in ways humanity and all creation will mutually thrive.

God of grace,

hear our prayer.
With righteousness and faithfulness, encourage nations to live in harmony with one another. We

pray for international student and teacher exchanges, for our partner churches, and for the
shared mission of Lutheran World Relief and Lutheran Disaster Response. God of grace,

hear our prayer.
With steadfastness and encouragement, strengthen those who have lost hope in the face of grief,

depression, or disease (especially).

Mel Satnan, Stephany Sanborn, Summer, Lyn Smith, Dana Hansen, Angie Robbins, John Robbins,
Doug Knutson, Lucy Bergan, Lacey Mescher, Ann Huffman, Dawn Jensen

Renew the spirits of those recovering from surgery and medical procedures. God of grace,

hear our prayer.
With welcome and hospitality, embolden us in our shared ministry to overcome all that divides. In

acts of repentance, reconciliation, and reparation, may we serve in the way of Christ. God of

grace,

hear our prayer.
With joy and peace, we remember our ancestors in the faith (especially Ambrose, Bishop of

Milan, whom we commemorate today). Fill us with the hope of the Holy Spirit now and into the
ages of ages. God of grace,

hear our prayer.
Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy through

Jesus Christ, Emmanuel.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

Please greet one another with a sign of Christ's peace.

OFFERING
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OFFERTORY SONG

(words by Luke Kuenzli, tune of “We Three Kings”)
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OFFERING PRAYER

God of Light, our world can be a very dark place. Therefore, we offer the gifts of ourselves,
our time and our resources, trusting that you will use them to set the world aglow with your

loving presence. May our offerings continue to shine brightly before others so they may see
our good works and give glory to you. We ask this in the name of Christ. Amen.
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HOLY COMMUNION
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give him thanks and praise.

At the beginning of creation God said, "Let there be light"; and there was light. God saw that
the light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. In ancient times God also
led the Israelites through the desert with a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night.
The priests of old also kept a perpetual fire burning in the Temple to remind us that God is a
light who cannot be extinguished.

Finally Jesus, the Word, who was with God since the beginning of creation, became flesh and
lived among us. We have seen his glory shining in our world, full grace and truth. Christ's
light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. This same light has
commanded us not to hide our light under a bushel basket, but to put it on a lamp stand so
that everyone can see it. With our lights burning brightly, we now join the saints and angels
in a hymn of praise to God, the Everlasting Light. Amen.

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (words by David Eck, tune “Love Has Come”)
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is the one who comes_ Blessed! Blessed! in__ the name of God.___

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER AND WORDS OF INSTITUTION
This God of whom we speak, of whom we sing, in indeed a Holy and Mighty God, powerful
and merciful. And this God not only came to us, but became one of us; God grew in Mary’s
womb, nurtured by her body, and as he grew, the hope and fears of all the years drew near to
their fulfilment.
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On the night in which he was born, our Lord Jesus took a body, in all its human brokenness,
and his mother placed him in a feeding trough — a foreshadowing of another night, when Jesus
would offer his own body, broken as food. That night, when God came to earth, the new
covenant began to take shape, a covenant begun with the pains of labor and brought to
completion with the agony of the cross. On the night in which he was born, our very God

became very human, so that he might live and die for us.

On the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, gave thanks; and broke it,
and gave it to his disciples saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me. Again after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying, take and drink, this is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim that the Lord comes,
that the Lord has come, that the Lord will come again. Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

God who comes to us, pour out your Holy Spirit upon this bread and wine, and upon all your

people gathered here: grant us faith so that we may live in hope; lead us into Peace with self,
neighbor, creation, and Creator; bring us the Joy of living in the freedom of salvation; send us
out with the Love that is born in Bethlehem and in our hearts; so that we may proclaim Christ

in word and deed. Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.

All glory and honor is yours, O God, who comes to fulfill all expectation in the most
unexpected of ways, through Jesus Christ the Word made flesh, with the Holy Spirit who

breathes life into a dying world; now and forever. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.

Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION Come, let us adore him: Christ our Lord. God is with us, Emmanuel.

All Christians are welcome to this table of God'’s grace. Both wine (red) and grape juice
(white) are available at each station. Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. If for any
reason you do not wish to take communion, you may come forward to receive a blessing. If
you are unable to come forward, let an usher know, and communion or a blessing can be

brought to you in the pews.
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LAMB OF GOD (words by David Eck, tune “O Come, O Come, Emanuel”)
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN Come Now, O Prince of Peace (ELW 247)
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1 Come now, O Prince of peace, make wus one bod - y.
2 Come now, O God of love, make us one bod - y.
3 Come now and set us free, O God, our Sav - ior.
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Come, O Lord Je - sus, rec - on - cile  your peo - ple.
Come, O Lord Je - sus, rec - on - cile  all na - tions.
Come, O  Lord Je - sus, rec - on - cile  all na - tions.

Text: Geonyong Lee, b. 1947 tr. Marion Pope
Music: OSOSO, Geonyong Lee, b. 1947
Text and music © Geonyong Lee
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN

We Are Waiting for Jesus

(ACS 905)
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We are wait - ing for Je - sus; Je sus brings peace.

Text: John Helgen, b. 1957
Music: JESUS BRINGS PEACE, John Helgen
Text and music © 2013 Augsburg Fortress

May the body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you, and keep you in his grace,

now and forever. Amen

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

God of abundance, we give you thanks that in this holy meal you have invited us to feast with
you and with one another. May the joyful light of your love remain with us to fill us with hope,
and may our words and our work in your name invite others into your peace. Send us from
your table to proclaim your presence, even as we await the glorious coming of Christ our

Savior. Amen.

BLESSING

Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen.
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SENDING SONG

Hark, the Glad Sound!

(ELW 239)
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Text: Philip Doddridge, 1702-1751

Music: CHESTERFIELD, Thomas Haweis, 1734-1820

DISMISSAL
Go in peace, serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE

8:30 & 11:00 — Saint John Strings

Used with permission. Rev. David Eck, Abiding Savior Lutheran Church, Fairview, NC. 2011.
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