Fourth Sunday after Epiphany / Lectionary 4 January 31 & February 1, 2026

Introduction to the day
Who are the blessed ones of God? For Micah, they are those who do justice, love kindness, and

walk humbly with God. For Paul, they are the ones who find wisdom in the weakness of the cross.
For Jesus, they are the poor, the meek, the merciful, the pure in heart, the peacemakers, those
who mourn, and those who hunger for righteousness. In baptism we find our blessed identity and

calling in this countercultural way of living and serving.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
the Creator of heaven and earth,

the Word who spoke life into being,

the Wind stirring the waters.

Amen.

Let us turn in confession to the one who knows us completely.

Mighty God, lover of justice,

you call us to life in community,

but we have served our own interests

at the expense of our neighbors.

We have sown deceit where honesty was needed.
We say the right words,

but our hearts are far from you.

Turn us to seek your face.

Knit us together and give us the mind of Christ,
that we may do justice, love mercy,

and walk humbly with you, our God.

Amen.

The former things have passed away,

and new things God now declares:

Like a spring of water that never fails,

God covers you in the righteousness of Christ,
and forgives your sin in & Jesus’ name.

May the Spirit give you strength to live for others,
and bless you with the gift of peace.

Amen.



GATHERING SONG Come, All You People (ELW 819)
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1 Come, all you peo - ple, come and praise the Most High;
2 Come, all you peo - ple, come and praise the Sav - ior;
3 Come, all you peo - ple, come and praise the Spir - it;
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come, all you peo - ple, come and praise the Most High;
come, all  you peo - ple, come and praise the Sav - ior;
come, all you peo - ple, come and praise the Spir - it;
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come, all  you peo - ple, come and praise the Most High;
come, all you peo - ple, come and praise the Sav - ior;
come, all you peo - ple, come and praise the Spir - it;
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come  now and wor - ship the Lord.
come  now and wor - ship the Lord.
come  now and wor - ship the Lord.

Text: Alexander Gondo: tr. I-to Loh. b. 1936, alt.

Music: UvAamose. Alexander Gondo
Text and music © 1986 World Council of Churches and the Asian Institute of Liturgy & Music

GREETING
Christ has called us to this place,
gathered one and all by his Holy Spirit
We are followers of Christ
who seek to hear the Word,
live the Word, and share the Word.
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE (ELW p. 140)
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le -lu - ja, al-le-Ju-ja, al-lc - lu - ia.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

The Lord be with you And also with you Let us pray.

Holy God, you confound the world’s wisdom in giving your kingdom to the lowly and the pure in
heart. Give us such a hunger and thirst for justice, and perseverance in striving for peace, that in
our words and deeds the world may see the life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

SPECIAL MUSIC
5:30 Chancel Choir
8:30 Rick Hicks
11:00 Praise Team

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE
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FIRST READING: Micah 6:1-8

With the mountains and the foundations of the earth as the jury, God brings a lawsuit against
Israel. God has “wearied” Israel with a long history of saving acts. God does not want or expect
lavish sacrifices to attempt to earn divine favor. Rather God empowers the people to do justice, to

love loyalty to God, and to walk shrewdly in God’s service.

" Hear what the LORD says:
Rise, plead your case before the mountains,
and let the hills hear your voice.

’Hear, you mountains, the case of the LORD,
and you enduring foundations of the earth,

for the LORD has a case against his people,
and he will contend with Israel.

**O my people, what have | done to you?
In what have | wearied you? Answer me!
*For | brought you up from the land of Egypt
and redeemed you from the house of slavery,
and | sent before you Moses,
Aaron, and Miriam.
°0 my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised,
what Balaam son of Beor answered him,
and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal,
that you may know the saving acts of the LORD.”

®“With what shall | come before the LORD
and bow myself before God on high?

Shall | come before him with burnt offerings,
with calves a year old?

"Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams,
with ten thousands of rivers of oil?

Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression,
the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?”

®He has told you, O mortal, what is good,
and what does the LORD require of you

but to do justice and to love kindness
and to walk humbly with your God?

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 1:18-31

According to the world’s standards of power and might, the message of the cross seems stupid
and offensive. Yet this word reveals the paradoxical way God has chosen to work power and
salvation through weakness, rejection, and suffering. Hence the message of the cross becomes

true wisdom and power for believers.

'® The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are
being saved it is the power of God. '*For it is written,
“| will destroy the wisdom of the wise,

and the discernment of the discerning | will thwart.”
2\Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scholar? Where is the debater of this age? Has not



God made foolish the wisdom of the world? ' For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not
know God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of the proclamation, to save
those who believe. % For Jews ask for signs and Greeks desire wisdom, *but we proclaim Christ
crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to gentiles, * but to those who are the called,
both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. *° For God's foolishness
is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength.

?® Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by human
standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. >’ But God chose what is
foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong;
*® God chose what is low and despised in the world, things that are not, to abolish things that are,
** 50 that no one might boast in the presence of God. *°In contrast, God is why you are in Christ
Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification and
redemption, °'in order that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.”

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 142)
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words of e - ter - nal life. Al-le-lu - 1a. Al-le-lu - ia.

The holy gospel according to St. Matthew the 5th chapter.
Speak, Lord, your servants are listening!

GOSPEL: Matthew 5:1-12
Jesus opens the Sermon on the Mount by naming those who are blessed in the reign of God.

"When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain, and after he sat down, his disciples
came to him. And he began to speak and taught them, saying:

*“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

““Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.

*“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.

°“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.

"“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.

®“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.

°“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.

"°“Blessed are those who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven.

'“Blessed are you when 2people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against

you falsely on my account. '“ Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the
same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.”

The gospel of the Lord  Praise to you, O Christ.



SERMON Pr. Luke

HYMN OF THE DAY O God of Mercy, God of Light (ELW 714)
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1 O God of mer - cy, God of light, in love and
2 You sent your Son to die for all, that our lost
3 Teachus the les - son Je - sus taught: to  feel for
4 For all are kin - dred, far and  wide, since Je - sus
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world might  hear your call; oh, hear us lest we
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n your  sight, to live our lives in you.
stray  and fall! We rest our hope in you.
word and  thought may work a work for you.
grace  pro - vide, to love them all in you.

5 In sickness, sorrow, want, or care, 6 And may your Holy Spirit move
may we each other’s burdens share; all those who live to live in love,
may we, where help is needed, there till you receive in heav’n above
give help as though to you. all those who live in you.

Text: Godfrey Thring, 1823-1903, alt.
Music: JusT as I AM, Joseph Barnby, 1838-1896

APOSTLES' CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the

power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the

life everlasting. Amen
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church, the whole human

community, and the well-being of the earth, our home.

God our wisdom, renew the church in the power of the Spirit, that it may do justice, love kindness,
live humbly, and boldly proclaim Christ crucified. We pray for social justice and humanitarian aid
ministries (faith-based organizations may be named). Merciful God,

receive our prayer.
God our source, we honor you by caring wisely for your creation. We pray for the health of old

growth forests, ice caps, and ocean currents. Preserve the diversity of life on earth. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.
God our righteousness, raise up visionary leaders who serve with integrity and respect human

rights. Increase freedom in every nation. Protect educators, journalists, artists, and religious
activists who are reviled for speaking truth. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.
God our advocate, you give hope to all who suffer because of persecution, poverty, or war.

Reunite separated families and bring orphaned children to safety. Comfort any who grieve or
suffer in any way (especially).

Mel Satnan, Stephany Sanborn, Doug Knutson, Lacey Mescher, Dawn Jensen, Alan Meilike, Pam S.,
Pr. Hering, Andy Besco, Patricia Minchin, Gary Stephenson, Edie Goodwin, John Myre, Jeanne Trachta

Merciful God,

receive our prayer.
God our blessing, we pray for the children and youth of this congregation, and for parents,

grandparents, mentors, teachers, and youth ministers who model love for their neighbor and care

for others. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.
God our joy, we give thanks for the lives of those before us who journeyed humbly with you.

Merciful God,

receive our prayer.
Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, we commend all for whom we

pray to God’s loving-kindness made known to us in Christ Jesus our Savior.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERING
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Lord of Light (ELW 688)
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Text: Howell E. Lewis, 1860-1953, alt.
Music: ABBOT’S LEIGH, Cyril V. Taylor, 1907-1991

Text © Union of Welsh Independents
Music @ 1942, ren. 1970 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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OFFERING PRAYER

God of majesty,

no eye has seen, no ear has heard

what you have prepared for those who love you,

yet in this meal you reveal the wideness of your mercy.
Use what we have gathered

to feed us with the reign of God come near,

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.
GREAT THANKSGIVING
DIALOGUE (ELW p. 144)
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PREFACE (ELW p. 144)
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From Evangelical Lutheran Worship copyright © 2006. All rights reserved. Reprinied by penmission of Augsburg Fortress under license #
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 144)
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE (ELW p. 145)
You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God.
You are most holy, and great is the majesty of your glory.

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son,
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but have eternal life.
We give you thanks for his coming into the world to fulfill for us your holy will

and to accomplish all things for our salvation.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of

sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Page 11



Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving passion and death, his glorious
resurrection and ascension, and the promise of his coming again,

we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty, not as we ought but as we are able;

we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving

and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants,

and these your own gifts of bread and wine,

so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ

may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace, and, receiving the forgiveness of sin,

may be formed to live as your holy people and be given our inheritance with all your saints.

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever.

Amen, amen, amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! Come to the table; taste and see.

LAMB OF GOD (ELW p. 146)
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN

Look Who Gathers at Christ's Table (ACS 977)
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1 Look who gath - ers at Christ’s ta - ble! Hear the sto - ries
2 Clouds of light sur - round the ta - ble; an - cient fol - low -
3 Their sad sto - ries are re - peat - ed in a thou-sand
4 Bring your joy and bring your sad - ness, and pre - pare to
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all are wel-come. There is room for ev - 'ry - one.
fruit - less  ef - forts to ob - lit - er - ate the light.
round this ta - ble, where all life is fed and blest.
wine that wa - kens in your heart the taste of love.

Text: Thomas H. Troeger, b. 1945

Music: COPELAND, Michael Corzine, b. 1947
Text © 2002 Oxford University Press. All rights reserved.
Music © 2000 Michael Corzine, admin. Augsburg Fortress
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN We Come to the Hungry Feast (ELW 479)
Ny .
)" . I | s T 1 . s
: — i F—F < H—— m
. C_—— = !__i_‘\_:_d_.
1 Wecome to the hun-gry feast hun-gry for a word of peace.
2 We come to the hun-gry feast hun-gry for a world re - leased
3 Wecome to the hun-gry feast hun-gry that the hun - ger cease,
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To  hun - gry hearts un - sat - is - fied the love of God is
from hun - gry folk of ev - ty kind, the poor in bod -y,
and know-ing, though we eat our fill, the hun-ger will stay
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not de - nied. We come, we come to the hun-gry  feast.
poor in mind. We come, we come to the hun-gry feast
with us; still we come, we come to the hun - gry feast.
Text: Ray Makeever, b. 1943
Music: HUNGRY FEAST, Ray Makeever
Text and music © 1982 Ray Makeever, admin. Augsburg Fortress.
DISTRIBUTION HYMN Let Us Break Bread Together (ELW 471)
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1 Let us break bread to - geth-er on our knees;
2 Let us drink wine to - geth-er on our knees;
3 Let us praise God to - geth-er on our knees;
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let us  break bread to - geth-er on our knees.
let us drink wine to - geth-er on our knees.
let wus praise God to - geth-er on our  knees.
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When I fall on my knees, with my face to the ris - ing
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sun, O Lord, have mer-cy  on me.

Text: African American spiritual
Music: BREAK BREAD TOGETHER, African American spiritual

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen us and keep us, now and forever.
Amen

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Radiant God,

we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ.
In the sacrament of his body and blood

you have drawn us to your heart.

Send us from this table with delight,

that our lives may reflect the beauty of your love,
and bear witness to all we have seen and heard,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

BLESSING

May the triune God,

who has put a new song in your mouth
and tuned your heart for praise

'+ bless you now and forever.

Amen.

Page 15



SENDING SONG Rise Up, O Saints of God! (ELW 669)
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1 Rise up, O saints of God! From vain am - bi- tions turn;
2 Speak out, O saints of God! De - spair en - gulfs earth’s frame;
3 Rise up, O saints of God! The king-dom’s task em - brace;
4 Give heed, O saints of God! Cre - a - tion cries in  pain;
5 Com - mit your hearts to seek the paths which Christ has trod;
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Christ rose tri - um-phant that your hearts with
as heirs of God’s bap - tis- mal grace, the
re - dress sin’s cru - el con - se-quence; give
stretch forth your hand of heal-ing now, with
and, quick-ened by

Text: Norman O. Forness, b. 1936

the Spir-it’s pow’r, rise

Music;: FESTAL SONG, William H. Walter, 1825-1893
Text © Norman O. Forness, admin. Augsburg Fortress

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy.

Thanks be to God.

no - bler zeal might burn.
word of hope pro-claim.
jus - tice larg - er place.
love the weak sus - tain.
up, O saints of God!
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