Transfiguration of Our Lord / Last Sunday after Epiphany February 14 & 15, 2026

Introduction to the day
Today’s festival is a bridge between the Advent-Christmas-Epiphany cycle that comes to a close

today and the Lent-Easter cycle that begins in several days. On a high mountain Jesus is
revealed as God’s beloved Son, echoing the words at his baptism. This vision of glory sustains us
as Jesus faces his impending death in Jerusalem. We turn this week to Ash Wednesday and our
yearly baptismal journey from Lent to Easter. Some churches put aside the alleluia at the
conclusion of today’s liturgy. This word of joy will be omitted during the penitential season of Lent

and will be sung again at Easter.
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, '+ one God,
the Creator of heaven and earth,

the Word who spoke life into being,

the Wind stirring the waters.

Amen.

Let us turn in confession to the one who knows us completely.

Mighty God, lover of justice,

you call us to life in community,

but we have served our own interests

at the expense of our neighbors.

We have sown deceit where honesty was needed.
We say the right words,

but our hearts are far from you.

Turn us to seek your face.

Knit us together and give us the mind of Christ,
that we may do justice, love mercy,

and walk humbly with you, our God.

Amen.

The former things have passed away,

and new things God now declares:

Like a spring of water that never fails,

God covers you in the righteousness of Christ,
and forgives your sin in '+ Jesus’ name.

May the Spirit give you strength to live for others,
and bless you with the gift of peace.

Amen.



GATHERING SONG

Beautiful Savior

(ELW 838)
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I Beau-ti - ful Sav - ior, King of cre - a -  ton,
2 Fair are the mead - ows, fair are the wood - lands,
3 Fair 1is the sun - shine, fair is the moon - light,
4 Beau-ti - ful Sav - ior, Lord of the na - tions,
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Son of God and Son of Man!
robed in flow’rs of bloom - ing spring;
bright the spar - kling stars on high;
Son of God and Son of Man!
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Tru - ly I'd love thee, tu - ly I'd serve  thee,
Je - sus is fair - er, Je - sus i1s pur - er,
Je - sus shines  bright - er, Je - sus shines pur - er
Glo - ry and hon - or, praise, ad - o ra - tion,
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light of my soul, my Jjoy, my crown.
he makes our sor - rowing spir - it sing.
than all the an - gels in the sky.
now and for - ev - er - more be thine!

Text: Gesang.buch, Miinster, 1677; tr. Joseph A. Seiss, 1823-1904
Music: SCHONSTER HERR JESU, Silesian folk tune, 19th cent.

GREETING

Christ has called us to this place,

gathered one and all by his

Holy Spirit

We are followers of Christ

who seek to hear the Word,

live the Word, and share the Word.
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE (ELW p. 139)
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le -lu - ia, al-le-Ju-ia, al-le- lu - ia.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

The Lord be with you And also with you Let us pray.

O God, in the transfiguration of your Son you confirmed the mysteries of the faith by the witness
of Moses and Elijah, and in the voice from the bright cloud declaring Jesus your beloved Son, you
foreshadowed our adoption as your children. Make us heirs with Christ of your glory, and bring us
to enjoy its fullness, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

SPECIAL MUSIC
5:30 Chancel Choir
8:30 Praise Team

11:00 Choir on Fire

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE
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FIRST READING: Exodus 24:12-18

At Mount Sinai, Moses experienced the presence of God for forty days and forty nights. The
“glory of the LORD” settled on the mountain, and on the seventh day God called out to Moses. On
the mountain God gave Moses the stone tablets inscribed with the ten commandments.

"2 The LORD said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain and wait there; | will give you the
tablets of stone, with the law and the commandment, which | have written for their instruction.”
> S0 Moses set out with his assistant Joshua, and Moses went up onto the mountain of God.
“To the elders he had said, “Wait here for us, until we come back to you. Look, Aaron and Hur
are with you; whoever has a dispute may go to them.”

> Then Moses went up on the mountain, and the cloud covered the mountain. "®The glory of
the LORD settled on Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it for six days; on the seventh day he
called to Moses out of the cloud. ' Now the appearance of the glory of the LORD was like a
devouring fire on the top of the mountain in the sight of the Israelites. '® Moses entered the cloud
and went up on the mountain. Moses was on the mountain for forty days and forty nights.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING: 2 Peter 1:16-21
At the transfiguration, God'’s voice was heard, declaring Jesus to be the beloved Son. By the

activity of the Holy Spirit, God’s voice continues to be heard through the word of scripture.

'®*We did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you the power and coming
of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we had been eyewitnesses of his majesty. " For he received honor
and glory from God the Father when that voice was conveyed to him by the Majestic Glory,
saying, “This is my Son, my Beloved, with whom | am well pleased.” '®We ourselves heard this
voice come from heaven, while we were with him on the holy mountain.

' So we have the prophetic message more fully confirmed. You will do well to be attentive to
this as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your
hearts. *° First of all you must understand this, that no prophecy of scripture is a matter of one’s
own interpretation, *'because no prophecy ever came by human will, but men and women moved

by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 142)
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The holy gospel according to St. Matthew the 17th chapter.
Speak, Lord, your servants are listening!
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GOSPEL: Matthew 17:1-9
Shortly before he enters Jerusalem, where he will be crucified, Jesus is revealed to Peter, James,

and John in a mountaintop experience of divine glory called the transfiguration.

' Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and his brother John and led them up a
high mountain, by themselves. > And he was transfigured before them, and his face shone like the
sun, and his clothes became bright as light. ® Suddenly there appeared to them Moses and Elijah,
talking with him. *Then Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here; if you wish, I will
set up three tents here, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” >While he was still
speaking, suddenly a bright cloud overshadowed them, and a voice from the cloud said, “This is
my Son, the Beloved; with him | am well pleased; listen to him!” ®When the disciples heard this,
they fell to the ground and were overcome by fear. " But Jesus came and touched them, saying,
“Get up and do not be afraid.” ° And when they raised their eyes, they saw no one except Jesus

himself alone.
° As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus ordered them, “Tell no one about the vision

until after the Son of Man has been raised from the dead.”
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY Dazzling Presence on the Mountain (ACS 917)

1 Dazzling presence on the mountain: human eye had
never seen such a wonder, such resplendence,
heav'n and earth in cloud convene.

"This is my Son, the beloved," thund'rous voice from
cloud exclaimed. Word made flesh to heal creation,
to disciples God proclaimed.

2 From this mount of mystic splendor to the cross Christ
presses on; here no Moses nor Elijah,
only thieves Christ's wings adorn.
"Lord, have mercy, Christ, have mercy," was one's penitential
sigh. With transfiguring assurance,
Christ rejoins his fervent cry.

3 From the heights of new creation, Christ beholds his
world, redeemed; as with Peter and companions,
brings us now to sights unseen.

Justice, mercy, and compassion: these the booths he
bids us build, that the earth he loves may flourish
as each life with grace is filled.

4 Let our praise ring from each mountain, into deepest
valleys pour, where, with lives of grateful service,
we adore Christ evermore.

To the Son, God's own beloved, and the Spirit
endlessly, may the church's praise be lifted

to the blessed Trinity.
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APOSTLES' CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the

power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the

life everlasting. Amen

(8:30) INSTALLATION OF LEADERS IN THE CONGREGATION

Those who are being installed may come forward after the creed.

The following people have been elected by the congregation to positions of leadership. We give
thanks for their willingness to serve. In baptism we are welcomed into the body of Christ and sent
to share in the mission of God; we rejoice now that these sisters and brothers will lead us in our

common life and our mutual mission as a congregation.
The offices and names of those who are to be installed are read

A reading from First Corinthians: There are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are
varieties of services, but the same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same
God who activates all of them in everyone. To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the

common good. (1 Corinthians 12:4-7)
You have been elected to positions of leadership and trust in this congregation.

You are to see that the words and deeds of this household of faith bear witness to God, who
gathers us into one together with the whole church.

You are to seek to involve all members of this congregation in worship, learning, witness, service,
and support, so that the mission of Christ is carried out in this congregation, in the wider church,

in this community, and in the whole world.
You are to be faithful in your specific area of serving, that the Spirit who empowers you may be

glorified.
You are to be examples of faith active in love, fostering peace, harmony, and mutual

understanding in this congregation.

On behalf of your sisters and brothers in Christ, | ask you:
Will you accept and faithfully carry out the duties of the offices
to which you have been elected?

Response: | will, and | ask God to help me.

The assembly stands. Those being installed face the assembly. The presiding minister addresses
the assembly.
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People of God, | ask you:

Will you support these, your elected leaders,
and will you share in the mutual ministry

that Christ has given to all who are baptized?
We will, and we ask God to help us.

Those being installed face the presiding minister, who addresses them.
I now declare you installed as council members of this congregation.
Almighty God bless you, and direct your days and your deeds in peace,
that you may be faithful servants of Christ. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
As God's beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church, the whole human

community, and the well-being of the earth, our home.

Revealing God, your Spirit sustains the church. Strengthen the faithful with the revelation of
Christ transfigured, that we may joyfully follow him in the way of the cross. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Life-giving God, creation is full of your majesty. Nurture in us a deep respect for the
interdependence of all life, and make us wise and vigilant stewards of your good earth. Merciful
God,

receive our prayer.
Peacemaking God, the nations are in turmoil. We pray for an end to violent conflict (regions at

war may be named). Give wisdom to negotiators and sanctuary to refugees. Defend any who are
in danger. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.
Healing God, you desire wholeness for all people. Bring healing to any who are experiencing
illness, chronic pain, or mental anguish. Comfort the dying and those who grieve (especially)

Mel Satnan, Stephany Sanborn, Doug Knutson, Lacey Mescher, Dawn Jensen, Alan Meilike, Pam S.,
Pr. Hering, Andy Besco, Patricia Minchin, Edie Goodwin, John Myre, John Robbins, Neena Kraemer-

Solberg, Sandi Mitchem

Merciful God,

receive our prayer.
Holy God, in our worship we glimpse your glory, hear your voice, and receive assurance of your

love. Inspire all who prepare, lead, and participate in worship to serve you with reverence and joy.

Merciful God,

receive our prayer.
Transforming God, you bring life from death. We give thanks for the witness of those who have

died in faith, and we praise you for the hope we have in Christ, our Morning Star. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.
Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, we commend all for whom we

pray to God’s loving-kindness made known to us in Christ Jesus our Savior.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
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OFFERING Lord of Light (ELW 688)
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Text: Howell E. Lewis, 1860-1953, alt.
Music: ABBOT'S LEIGH, Cyril V. Taylor, 1907-1991
Text © Union of Welsh Independents

Music © 1942, ren. 1970 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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OFFERING PRAYER

God of majesty,

no eye has seen, no ear has heard

what you have prepared for those who love you,

yet in this meal you reveal the wideness of your mercy.
Use what we have gathered

to feed us with the reign of God come near,

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.
GREAT THANKSGIVING
DIALOGUE (ELW p. 144)
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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PREFACE (ELW p. 144)
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 144)
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comes in  the name of the Lord. Ho-san - na in the high - est.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE (ELW p. 145)
You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God.
You are most holy, and great is the majesty of your glory.

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son,

so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but have eternal life.
We give you thanks for his coming into the world to fulfili for us your holy will
and to accomplish all things for our salvation.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Page 11



Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving passion and death, his glorious
resurrection and ascension, and the promise of his coming again,

we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty, not as we ought but as we are able;

we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving

and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants,

and these your own gifts of bread and wine,

so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ

may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace, and, receiving the forgiveness of sin,

may be formed to live as your holy people and be given our inheritance with all your saints.

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever. Amen, amen, amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.

Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! Come to the table; taste and see.

LAMB OF GOD (ELW p. 146)
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN What Feast of Love (ELW 487)
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1 What feastof love 1is of - fered here, what ban-quetcome from heav - en?
2 What light of truth is of - fered here, what cov - € - nant from heav - en?
3 What wineof love 1is of-fered here, what crim-son drink from heav - en?
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What food of ev - er - last-ing life, what gra - cious gift is giv - en?
What hope of ev - er - last-ing life, what won-drous word is giv - en?
What stream of ev - er - last-ing life, what pre - cious blood is giv - en?
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This, this  is Christ the king, the bread come down from heav - en.
This, this is Christ the king, the sun come down from heav - en.
This, this is Christ the king, the sweet-est wine of heav - en.
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Oh, taste and see and sing! How sweet the man - na giv - en!
Oh, see and hear and sing! The Word of God is giv - en!
Oh, taste and see and sing! The Son of God is giv - en!

Text: Delores Dufner, oss, b. 1939

Music: GREENSLEEVES, English ballad, 16th cent.
Text © 1993 Delores Dufner OSB. Published by OCP Publications. All rights reserved.
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(ELW 532)

DISTRIBUTION HYMN Gather Us In
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called to be light to the whole hu - man race.
call us a-new to be salt for the earth.
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we shall a - rise at the sound of our name.
give us the cour-age to en - ter the song.
lives that are ho - ly and hearts that are true.
fire of Jove in our flesh and our bone.

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Music: GATHER US IN, Marsty Haugen
Text and music © 1982 GIA Publications Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave.. Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.

All rights reserved. Used bv permission.
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN

Let Us Break Bread Together

(ELW 471)

N |
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1 Let us break bread to - geth-er on our knees;
2 Let us drink wine to - geth-er on our knees;
3 Let us praise God to - geth-er on our knees;
N |
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let us  break bread to - geth-er on our knees.
let wus drink wine to - geth-er on our knees.
let us  praise God to - geth-er on our  knees.
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i —————
When I fall on my knees, with my  face to the ris - ing
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sun, O Lord, have mer-cy  on me.

Text: African American spiritual

Music: BREAK BREAD TOGETHER, African American spiritual

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen us and keep us, now and forever.

Amen

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Radiant God,

we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ.
In the sacrament of his body and blood

you have drawn us to your heart.

Send us from this table with delight,
that our lives may reflect the beauty of your love,
and bear witness to all we have seen and heard,

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.
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BLESSING
May the triune God,

who has put a new song in your mouth

and tuned your heart for praise
*+ bless you now and forever.
Amen.

(ELW 866)

SENDING SONG We Are Marching in the Light
_Q_E‘ = — i i -
& = === =

Si-ya - hamb’

e - ku-kha-nyen’kwen-khos’,

si - ya - hamb’ e - ku - kha -
we are march - ing in

the

We are march - ing in the light of God,
0y Epe——
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nyen’kwen-khos’. Si-ya - hamb’ e - ku-kha - nyen’ kwen-khos’,
light of God. We are march - ing in the light of God,
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si - ya- hamb’ e - ku-kha-nyen’ kwen - khos’.
we are march-ing in the light of God.
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Si - ya - ham - ba (ham - ba, si - ya ham - ba) 00
We are march- ing (march - ing, we  are march - ing) 0O
3
% ! ] e i
1 i [ } (] 1
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si - ya - hamb’ e - ku - kha - nyen’ kwen - khos’.

we are

march-ing in

the

light of God.
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Si - ya - ham - ba (ham - ba, si - ya - ham - ba) OO
We are march-ing (march - ing, we  are march - ing) 00
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si - ya - hamb’ e - ku - kha-nyen’ kwen - khos’.
we  are march-ing in  the light  of God.

Additional stanzas ad lib.:
We are dancing ...
We are praying ...
We are singing ...

Text: South African traditional; tr. Freedom Is Coming, 1984
Music: StYAHAMBA, South African traditional
Tr. © 1984 Utryck, admin. Walton Music Corp.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy.
Thanks be to God.
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