Fifth Sunday in Lent March 21 & 22, 2026

Introduction to the day
In today’s gospel Jesus reveals his power over death by raising Lazarus from the dead. The

prophet Ezekiel prophesies God breathing new life into dry bones. To those in exile or living in the
shadows of death, these stories proclaim God's promise of resurrection. In baptism we die with
Christ that we might also be raised with him to new life. At the Easter Vigil we will welcome the
newly baptized as we remember God'’s unfailing promise in our baptism.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father,

and of the & Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Blessed be God
who is merciful and gracious,
slow to anger and rich in love,
God does not treat us as our sins deserve
nor punish us according to our guilt,
but looks upon us in compassion,
forgives our sin, and heals our lives.

Therefore, let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence for reflection

Have mercy, O God,
against you, you alone, have we sinned.
In your compassion, cleanse us from our sin and take away our guilt.
Create in us a new heart, and give us a steadfast spirit.
Do not cast us away, but fill us with your Holy Spirit and restore your joy within us.

As tender as parent to child,
so gentle is God with you.
As high as heaven is above earth,
so vast is God'’s love for you.
As far as east is from west,
so far God removes your sin from you,
renewing your life through Jesus Christ.

Blessed be God who crowns us with mercy and love.
Blessed be God forever.



GATHERING SONG

Awake, O Sleeper, Rise from Death (ELW 452)
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1 A - wake, O sleep-er, rise from death, and Christ shall give you light;
2 To us on earth he came to bring from sin and fear re - lease,
3 There is one bod-y and one hope, one Spir - it and one call,
4 Then walk in love as Christ has loved, who died that he might save;
5 For us Christlived, for us he died, and con-quered in the strife.
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so learn his love, its
to give the Spir-it’s
one Lord, one faith, and
with kind and gen - tle

A - wake, a-rise, go forth

Text: E Bland Tucker, 1895-1984

Music: AZMON, Carl G. Gliser, 1784-1829
Text © 1980 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress

GREETING

Christ has called us to this place,
gathered one and all by his Holy Spirit

We are followers of Christ

who seek to hear the Word,

live the Word, and share the Word.
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

in faith,
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length and breadth, its ~ full - ness, depth, and height.
u - ni-ty,
one bap - tism,

hearts for - give

the ver - y bond of peace.
one God who made us all.
as God in Christ for - gave.
and Christ shall give you life.



Assiscing Minister
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
The Lord be with you. And also with you. Let us pray.
Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin and death. Breathe upon us

the power of your Spirit, that we may be raised to new life in Christ and serve you in
righteousness all our days, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
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SPECIAL MUSIC
5:30 Praise Team
8:30 Jackie Reinders
11:00 Chancel Choir

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE

FIRST READING: Ezekiel 37:1-14
Ezekiel’s vision of the valley of dry bones is a promise that Israel as a nation, though dead in
exile, will live again in their land through God'’s life-giving spirit. Three times Israel is assured that

through this vision they will know that “| am the LORD.”

' The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the LORD and set
me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones He led me all around them; there were
very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. °He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones
live?” | answered, “O Lord Gob, you know.” * Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones and
say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the LORD ®Thus says the Lord Gop to these bones: |
will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. °I will lay sinews on you and will cause flesh to
come upon you and cover you with skin and put breath in you, and you shall live, and you shall
know that | am the LORD.”

"Sol prophesied as | had been commanded, and as | prophe3|ed suddenly there was a
noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. ®I looked, and there were sinews
on them and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them, but there was no breath in
them. ° Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal and say to the breath:
Thus says the Lord Gob: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that
they may live.” 0 prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they
Iived and stood on their feet, a vast multitude.

""Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our
bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.’ "> Therefore prophesy and
say to them: Thus says the Lord Gob: | am going to open your graves and bring you up from your
graves, O my people, and | will bring you back to the land of Israel. "> And you shall know that I

am the LORD when | open your graves and bring you up from your graves, O my people. " will
put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and | will place you on your own soil; then you shall
know that |, the LORD, have spoken and will act, says the LORD.”

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 130
' Out of the depths
| cry to you, O LORD;
0 LORD, hear my voice!
Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my supplication.
*If you were to keep watch over sins,
O LoRD, who could stand?
*Yet with you is forgiveness,
in order that you may be feared.
°| wait for you, O LORD; my soul waits;
in your word is my hope.
° My soul waits for the Lord more than those who keep watch for the morning,
more than those who keep watch for the morning.



"0 Israel, wait for the LORD, for with the LORD there is steadfast love;
with the LORD there is plenteous redemption.
®For the LORD shall redeem Israel
from all their sins.

SECOND READING: Romans 8:6-11
For Paul, Christian spirituality entails living in the reality of the Holy Spirit. The driving force
behind our actions and values is not our sinful desire for self-satisfaction but the very Spirit by

which God raised Jesus from the dead and will also raise us from the dead.

®To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. ‘ For this
reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed,
it cannot ® and those who are in the flesh cannot please God.

® But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you.

Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. '° But if Christ is in you,
then the body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of righteousness. "' If the Spirit
of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead
will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Or 5 During Lent
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The holy gospel according to St. John the 11th chapter.
Speak, Lord, your servants are listening!

GOSPEL: John 11:1-45
Jesus is moved to sorrow when his friend Lazarus falls ill and dies. Then, in a dramatic scene, he

calls his friend out of the tomb and restores him to life.

" Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. *Mary
was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother
Lazarus was ill. °So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” * But
when Jesus heard it, he said, “This illness does not lead to death; rather, it is for God'’s glory, so
that the Son of God may be glorlfled through it.” ° Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and
her sister and Lazarus, ° after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the

place where he was.



"Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea agarn "®The dlscrples said to him,
“Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there again?” ° Jesus
answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylrght? Those who walk during the day do not stumble
because they see the light of this world. '° But those who walk at night stumble because the light
is not in them.” " After saying this, he told them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but | am
going there to awaken him.” 12The disciples sard to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be
all right.” ° Jesus, however had been speaking about his death, but they thought that he was
referring merely to sleep. '* Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. ' For your sake | am
glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” '® Thomas, who was called
the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.”

""When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. ® Now
Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, and many of the Jews had come to
Martha and Mary to console them about their brother. ° When Martha heard that Jesus was
coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. *" Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you
had been here, my brother would not have died. ** But even now | know that God wrll give you
whatever you ask of him.” ° Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rrse again.” ** Martha said to him,
“I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” *° Jesus said to her ‘| am the
resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, *°and everyone
who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” *’ She said to him, “Yes, Lord, |
believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.”

**When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary and told her privately,
“The Teacher Js here and is calling for you.” ** And when she heard it, she got up quickly and
went to him. ° Now Jesus had not yet come to the village but was still at the place where Martha
had met him. *' The Jews who were with her in the house consoling her saw Mary get up quickly
and 90 ¢ out. They followed her because they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep
there. > When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him,
“Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” ** When Jesus saw her weeping
and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and dee 5ply
moved. **He sald “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” *° Jesus
began to weep. *° So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” *’ But some of them said, “Could not
he who opened the eyes of the bllnd man have kept this man from dying?”

*Then Jesus again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying
against it. > Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him,
“Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead four days.” *° Jesus said to her, “Did |
not tell you that if you believed you would see the glory of God?” *" So they took away the stone.
And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, | thank you for having heard me. **1 knew that you
always hear me, but | have said thrs for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may
believe that you sent me.” “*When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come
out!” ** The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth and his face
wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.”

“*Many of the Jews, therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did
believed in him.

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pr. Luke
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HYMN OF THE DAY

Just As | Am, without One Plea

(ELW 592)
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1 Just as I am, with - out one plea, but that thy blood was
2 Just as I am, though tossed a-bout with man - ya con - flict,
3 Just as I am, thou wilt re-ceive, wilt wel - come, par - don,
4 Just as I am; thy love un-known has bro - ken ev - 'ry
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cleanse, re - lieve; be - cause thy prom - ise | be - lieve,
bar - rier down; now to be thine, yea, thine a - lone,
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O Lamb of God, 1 come, I come.

Text: Charlotte Elliott, 1789-1871

Music: WOODWORTH, William B. Bradbury. 1816-1868

APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the
power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the

life everlasting.

PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.
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OFFERING

Create in Me a Clean Heart

(ELW 188)
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Music: J. A. Freylinghausen, 1670~1739

OFFERING PRAYER

O God, maker of heaven and earth, your steadfast love embraces all creation. You send rain and
sunshine to nourish the earth and bring forth its bounty. Through your abundant goodness, draw
us into the death and life of your Son, who calls us to bear witness to his saving work. We ask

this in Jesus’ name. Amen.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the world and its

needs.

We pray for the church. Grant life and peace to all who gather in your name. Breathe into us so
that we may share your message of forgiveness, hope, and love. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We pray for creation. Renew landscapes that have dried up, prosper the work of those who
restore homes and habitats after natural disasters, and sustain places where biodiversity thrives
(local places in nature may be named). Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.
We pray for the nations. Unbind leaders trapped by fear to act boldly for justice, free all who live

in places of war and violence, and guide refugees and asylum seekers to safety. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

We pray for all people in need. Take away the stone of poverty that weighs down so many.
Console any who weep and heal all who are sick (especially).

Mel Satnan, Stephany Sanborn, Lacey Mescher, Dawn Jensen, Alan Meilike, Pam Schulte,
Edie Goodwin, John Myre, John Robbins, Sandi Mitchem, Both Dak, Laury Detro, Mary Gittins,

Nynette Wilcox, Keith Ashbaugh, Kathy Heilmann

Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.
We pray for this assembly. Ready the hearts and spirits of all preparing to be baptized

(especially). Deepen our wonder at the mystery of your resurrection and life. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

We offer our thanksgiving for (Jonathan Edwards and ) all people who have died in faith. Give us
faith to trust in your power to redeem and save, and bring us up from our graves to life in you.

Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

BLESSING
As you go on your way may Christ go with you,
May he go before you to show you the way;
May he go behind you to encourage you,
Beside you to befriend you,
Above you to watch over,
Within you to give you peace.
In the name of the Father, Son and Spirit.
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SENDING SONG O Christ, Our Hope (ELW 604)
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2 How vast your mer - cy to ac - cept the bur - den
3 But now the bonds of death are burst, the ran - som
4 Oh, let your might - y love pre - vail to purge us
s All praise to you, as - cend - ed Lord; all glo - ry
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might-y Lord, re - deem - er of the fall - en world, by
of our sin, and bow your head in cru - el death to
has been  paid; you reign a - bove at  God’s right hand, in
of our pride, that we may stand be - fore  your throne by
ev - er be to Fa - ther, Son, and Spir - it  blest through
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ho - ly love out - poured, by ho - ly love out-poured:
make us clean with - in, to make us clean with - in.
robes of light ar - rayed, in robes of light ar - rayed.
mer - cy pu - ri - fied, by mer - cy pu - i - fied.
all e - ter - ni - ty, through all e - ter - ni - ty!

Text: Latin hymn, c. 8th cent.; tr. John Chandler, 1806-1876, adapt.
Music: LOBT GOTT, IHR CHRISTEN, Nikolaus Herman, 1480-1561

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Believe the good news.
Thanks be to God.

From sundaysandseasons.com.Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used by permission of
Augsburg Fortress under license # SB179905 Reprinted under Onel.icense.net # A-703413 Used with permission. CCLI
License # 1033398.



