Third Sunday of Easter April 18 & 19, 2026

Introduction to the day

Today’s gospel begins with two disciples walking to Emmaus, overcome with sadness, loss, and
disappointment. They had hoped Jesus, who was crucified, would be the one to redeem Israel! Yet the risen
Christ walks with them and then opens their eyes in the breaking of the bread. Each Sunday our hearts burn
within us as the scriptures are proclaimed and Christ appears to us as bread is broken and wine is poured.

The story of Emmaus becomes the pattern of our worship each Lord’s day.
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb!
Amen.

Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.

Merciful God,

you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come.

You lead us beside still waters.

We thank you for the waters of creation:

morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves.

We thank you for the waters that nourish us (local waters may be named).

Blessed are you. You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness

who accompanies us on our journeys.

We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection.
We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow.

Blessed are you. You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows.
Break down barriers that divide us.

Fill us with the breath of peace.
Blessed are you. You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism,
and for making us a new creation.

We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise,
now and forever. Amen.



GATHERING SONG Thine Is the Glory (ELW 376)
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Son; end - less is the vic - try thou o’er death hast won!

Text: Edmond Budry, 1854~1932; tr. R. Birch Hoyle, 1875~1939
Music: JUDAS MACCABAEUS, George Frideric Handel, 1685-1759

GREETING
Christ has called us to this place,
gathered one and all by his Holy Spirit
We are followers of Christ
who seek to hear the Word,
live the Word, and share the Word.
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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KYRIE (ELW p. 193)
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

The Lord be with you. And also with you. Let us pray.

O God, your Son makes himself known to all his disciples in the breaking of bread. Open the
eyes of our faith, that we may see him in his redeeming work, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

SPECIAL MUSIC
5:30 Leah Wilson
8:30 Praise Team
11:00 Chancel Choir

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE

FIRST READING: Acts 2:14a, 36-41
Today’s reading is the conclusion of Peter's sermon preached following the giving of the Holy

Spirit to the apostles on the day of Pentecost. The center of his preaching is the bold declaration
that God has made the crucified Jesus both Lord and Christ.

'“? peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed [the crowd]: *® “Therefore let
the entire house of Israel know with certainty that God has made him both Lord and Messiah, this
Jesus whom you crucified.”

*’Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and to the other
apostles, “Brothers, what should we do?” *® Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every
one of you in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven, and you will receive the
gift of the Holy Spirit. ** For the promise is for you, for your children, and for all who are far away,
everyone whom the Lord our God calls to him.” “* And he testified wnth many other arguments and
exhorted them, saying, “Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.” *' So those who welcomed
his message were baptized, and that day about three thousand persons were added.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING: 1 Peter 1:17-23
The imagery of exile is used to help the readers of this letter understand that they are strangers in

a strange land. Christians no longer belong to this age. Through the death of Christ we belong to
God, so that our focus, faith, and hope are no longer on such things as silver or gold.

""If you invoke as Father the one who judges impartially according to each person’s work, live in
fear during the time of your exile. '® You know that you were ransomed from the futile conduct
inherited from your ancestors, not with perishable things like snlver or gold " but with the precious
blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without defect or blemish. *° He was destmed before the
foundation of the world but was revealed at the end of the ages for your sake. *' Through him you
have come to trust in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so that your trust
and hope are in God.

*>Now that you have purified your souls by your obedience to the truth so that you have
genuine mutual affection, love one another deeply from the heart. ** You have been born anew,
not of perishable but of imperishable seed, through the living and enduring word of God.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 198)
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Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of e -ter-nal life.

The holy gospel according to St. Luke the 24th chapter.
Speak, Lord, your servants are listening!

GOSPEL: Luke 24:13-35
The colorful story of Jesus’ appearance to two disciples on the road to Emmaus answers the question of

how Jesus is to be recognized among us.

"> Now on that same day two [disciples] were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven
mlles from Jerusalem, " and talking with each other about all these things that had happened.

"> While they were talklng and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with them, '® but
their eyes were kept from recognizing him. '* And he said to them “What are you dlscussmg with
each other while you walk along?” They stood still, looking sad. '® Then one of them, whose name
was Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the
things that have taken place there in these days?” ' He asked them, “What things?” They replied,
“The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God
and all the people, ° and how our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be condemned to
death and crucified him. *' But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and
besides all this, it is now the third day since these things took place. ° ? Moreover, some women of
our group astounded us. They were at the tomb early this morning, ** and when they did not find
his body there they came back and told us that they had indeed seen a vision of angels who said
that he was alive. “ Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the
women had said, but they did not see him.” *> Then he said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are and
how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have declared! *°Was it not necessary that the
Messiah should suffer these things and then enter into his glory?” *' Then beginning with Moses
and _all the prophets, he interpreted to them the things about himself in all the scriptures.

**As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he were
going on. ' But they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because it is almost evening and
the day is now nearly over.” So he went in to stay with them. * When he was at the table with
them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them " Then their eyes were opened,
and they recognized him, and he vanished from their sight. ** They said to each other, “Were not
our hearts burning within us while he was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the
scriptures to us?” *> That same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem, and they found the
eleven and their companions gathered together. * They were saying, “The Lord has risen indeed,
and he has appeared to Simon!” *” Then they told what had happened on the road and how he
had been made known to them in the breaking of the bread.

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.



SERMON Pr. Luke

(ACS 934)

HYMN OF THE DAY Christ s Living
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2 For if Christ is not a - ris-en there is noth-ing to be-lieve.
3 Death is swal - lowed up in vic-t'ry; sin has lost its poi-son sting.
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Death and grave, you now are noth - ing; Christ is free of ev-’'ry pow'r.
Je - sus’prom-ise is ac-comp-lished: “Since 1 live, you too shall live.”

Life will blos - som from the grain sown, Christ the first fruits of the spring.
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No  bus - quéis en - tre los muer-tos al que siem - preha de vi - vir.

Why then seek the liv-ing Sav -ior in the haunts of deathand fear?

Dust we are, to dust re-turn-ing, but in Christ we are re-stored.

For the sure-ness of sal - va-tion let us sing, “Thanksbe to God!”
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Christ is ris-en! Shout the good news so that all the world may hear.

Doubt dis - pel-ling, claim the
ris - en!

Christ is

tri - umph: Je - sus is the Iliv -.ing Lord!

We are liv - ing! Spread the word of grace a - broad.

Text: Nicolds Martinez, 1917-1972; tr. Martin A. Seltz, b. 1951

Music: CENTRAL, Pablo D. Sosa, 1933-2020; arr. Robert Buckley Farlee, b. 1950
Spanish text €2 1962 Blanca Staude de Martinez

Tune € 1962 GIA Publications. Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.

English text and arr. & 1999 Augsburg Fortress
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NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, let us pray for

the needs of all creation.

Living Savior, just as you journeyed with the disciples to Emmaus, accompany us on our journey
of faith. Gather us at your table, that we recognize you in the breaking of the bread. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.
Almighty God, you provide for the needs of all creation. Bless the fields that are being prepared

for planting, and send favorable weather so that the soil may yield an abundant harvest. Merciful
God,

receive our prayer.
God of justice, where leaders abuse power, confront them and call them to repentance. Where

there is corruption, bring integrity; where there is violence, sow peace. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.
Healing Savior, your resurrection brings hope to a hurting world. Heal those who are sick

(especially)

Mel Satnan, Stephany Sanborn, Lacey Mescher, Dawn Jensen, Pam Schulte, John Myre, John
Robbins, Sandi Mitchem, Both Dak, Laury Detro, Neena Kraemer-Solberg, Becky Taylor,
Seth Thompson, Pr. Harold Schmidt

Strengthen the weary, give courage to the despairing, and comfort the dying. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.
Gracious One, you have made us your own through the gift of baptism. Unite us in genuine love

for one another and uphold this community in your name. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.
Eternal Light, we give thanks for (Olavus Petri, Laurentius Petri and) all who have nurtured your

church’s life in ages past. Bring us at last with them to the brightness of your glorious presence.

Merciful God,

receive our prayer.
God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to prociaim the good news of new life to all

the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERING
I"ﬁ!wﬁ

[m]ie
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For by Grace You Have Been Saved

(ELW 598)
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Text: Kari Tikka, b. 1946; tr. Michael Harper
Music: ARMOLAULU, Kari Tikka
Text and music © Fennica Gehrman, admin. Booscy & Hawkes. Inc.

OFFERING PRAYER

Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. In your bountiful grace you
have given us a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger and thirst no more. Sustain us by
your Spirit, that goodness and mercy may follow us and bless the world you love. In the name of

Jesus, Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ,

the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin;
who in dying has destroyed death,

and in rising has brought us to eternal life.
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection,
with earth and sea and all their creatures,
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 207)
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE (ELW p. 200)
Blessed are you, O God of the universe.

Your mercy is everlasting

and your faithfulness endures from age to age.

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth.

Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood.
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea.
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness

to the land of milk and honey.

Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one.
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ.

Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

With this bread and cup
we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life
as we proclaim the mystery of faith: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

O God of resurrection and new life:
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us
and on these gifts of bread and wine.

Bless this feast.
Grace our table with your presence. Come, Holy Spirit.

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread.
Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world.
Breathe new life into us.

Send us forth,
burning with justice, peace, and love. Come, Holy Spirit.

With [__name/s and ] your holy ones of all times and places,
with the earth and all its creatures,

with sun and moon and stars,

we praise you, O God,

blessed and holy Trinity,

now and forever. Amen.
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LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever

and ever.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the table of new life.

Receive the risen Lord.

LAMB OF GOD (ELW p. 208)
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you set us from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.

e - ter-nal

with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN

Come, Let Us Eat

(ELW 491)

N Leader or All
1 Come, let us eat, for now the feast 1is spread,
2 Come, let us drink, for now the wine 1is poured,
3 In Je - sus’  pres -ence now we  meet and rest,
4 Rise, then, to spread a - broad God’s might-y word,
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Our Lord’s bod - y let us take to - geth -er
Je - sus’ blood poured Jlet us drink to - geth -er,
In the pres - ence of our Lord we  gath - er
Je - sus s - en will bring in the king - dom,
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our Lord’s bod - y let us take to - geth - ern
Je - sus’ blood poured let us drink to - geth - er.
in the pres - ence of our Lord we gath - er.
Je - sus s - en will bring in  the king - dom.
DISTRIBUTION HYMN As the Grains of Wheat (ELW 465)
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1 As this cup of bless-ing 1s shared with-in our midst,

2 Let this be a fore-taste of all that 1s to come when
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may we  share the pres - ence  of your love.
all cre - a - tion shares this feast with you.

Text: Didache, 2nd cent.; Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Music: AS THE GRAINS, Marty Haugen
Text and music © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago. IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.

DISTRIBUTION HYMN In the Singing (ELW 466)
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1 In the sing-ing, in the si-lence, in the hands ex-pect-ant, o - pen,
2 In the ques-tion, in the an-swer, in the mo-ment of ac - cept-ance,

Nnuo . .

—— y . : . f

@ [ ] & r 2 | T i T T

J - J‘—O D' = O
in the bless-ing, in the break-ing, in your pres-ence at this ta - ble,
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Je - sus Christ, Je - sus Chrnist, be the bread of peace.

Text: Shirley Erena Murray, b. 1931

Music: BREAD OF PEACE, Carlton R. Young, b. 1926
Text and music © 1996 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen us and keep us, now and forever.
Amen

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Holy One,
through this meal you have made your home among us

and are making all things new.

Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts,
to love our enemies,

and to bring your healing to the nations.

In the name of Jesus,

Amen.

BLESSING

God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end,
Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead,

and the Spirit, our advocate and peace,

+ bless you now and forever.

Amen.
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SENDING SONG

(ELW 377)

Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen!
T ; ;
L . ] 1 n
L ] i ] 1 1 ] i 1
Z@ﬁ&j :l - [ IF & i = =‘|
J :
1 Al - le - Iu - ia! Je - sus is ris - en!
2 Walk-ing  the way, Christ in the cen - fer
3 Je - sus the vine, we are the branch - es;
4 Weep-ing, be gone; sor - row, be si - lent:
5 Cit - y of God, Eas - ter for - ev - ey
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Trum - pets re - sound-ing  in glo - 1 - ous light!
tell - ing the sto - 1y to o - pen our eyes;
life in the Spir - it the fruit  of  the Iree;
death put a - sun - der, and Eas - ter is bright.
gold - en Je - m - sa - lem, Je - sus the Lamb,
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Splen-dor, the Lamb, heav - en for - ev - er!
break-ing  our bread, giv - ing  us glo - ry:
heav - cn 1o carth, Chrnist to the pco - ple,
Cher - u - bim sing: O grave, be o - pen!
v - er of life, saints and arch - an - gels,
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Oh, what a mir - a - cle God has in sight!
Je - sus our  bless -ing, our con - stant sur - prise.
gift of the fu - ture now flow - ing  to me.
Clothe us in won - dcr, a - dorn us in light.
sing withcre - a - tion to God the I AM!
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Je - sus is ris - en and we shall a - rise.
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Give God  the glo - ry! Al-le - lu - ia!
Text: Ilerbert F. Brokering, b. 1926
Music: David N. Johnson, 1922-1987
Text © 1995 Augshurg Fortress,
Music © 1969 Comtemporary Worship 1. admin. Augsburg Fortress.

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluial Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
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