Fifth Sunday of Easter May 2 & 3, 2026

Introduction to the day

As we continue to celebrate the fifty days of Easter, today’s gospel includes Jesus’ promise that
he goes to prepare a place for his followers in his Father's house. Our baptism commissions us to
share Jesus’ mission in the world. As 1 Peter reminds us, we are a holy people, called to proclaim
the one who called us out of darkness into light. In words and deeds we bear witness to the risen

Christ—our way, our truth, our life.
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

(5:30 & 8:30) THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne
and to the Lamb! Amen.

Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.

Merciful God,

you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come.

You lead us beside still waters.

We thank you for the waters of creation:

morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves.

We thank you for the waters that nourish us (local waters may be named).

Blessed are you. You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Jesus Christ, you are the faithful withess

who accompanies us on our journeys.

We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection.
We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow.

Blessed are you. You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows.
Break down barriers that divide us.

Fill us with the breath of peace.
Blessed are you. You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism,
and for making us a new creation.

We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise,
now and forever. Amen.



GATHERING SONG

Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds

(ELW 367)
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Text: Paul Z. Strodach, 1876-1947, alt.

Music: LASST UNS ERFREUEN, Geistliche Kirchengeséinge, Koln, 1623
Text © 1958 Service Book and Hymnal, admin. Augsburg Fortress.
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GREETING
Christ has called us to this place, gathered one and all by his Holy Spirit

We are followers of Christ
who seek to hear the Word,
live the Word, and share the Word.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all

And also with you.

KYRIE (ELW p. 193)
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
The Lord be with you. And also with you. Let us pray.
Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us grace to love one

another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to share his risen life with all the world,
for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

SPECIAL MUSIC
5:30 Praise Team 8:30 Chancel Choir  11:00 Abby and Angela Nelson

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE

FIRST READING: Acts 7:55-60
Stephen was one of the seven men chosen by the apostles to serve tables so that the apostles

could be free to serve the word (Acts 6:1-6). Stephen does more than distribute food, however.
For his preaching of God’s word, he becomes the first martyr of the faith.

*° Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus
standing at the right hand of God. **“Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son of
Man standing at the right hand of God!” > But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all
rushed together against him. * Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him,
and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. *°While they were
stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” °° Then he knelt down and cried out
in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he died.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.
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SECOND READING: 1 Peter 2:2-10
Christ is the cornerstone of God’s saving work and the foundation of our lives. We are God's

chosen, holy people who continuously celebrate and declare the mercy of God we experience
through Jesus Christ.

? Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into salvation °if
mdeed you have tasted that the Lord is good.

*Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God's
sight, and ° like Ilvmg stones let yourselves be built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood,
to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. ® For it stands in scripture:

“See, | am laying in Zion a stone,
a cornerstone chosen and precious,
and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.”
"This honor, then, is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe,
“The stone that the builders rejected
has become the very head of the corner,”
®and
“A stone that makes them stumble
and a rock that makes them fall.”

They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do.
®But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order

that you may proclaim the excellence of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous
Ilght
® Once you were not a people,
but now you are God’s people;
once you had not received mercy,
but now you have received mercy.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 198)
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The holy gospel according to St. John the 14th chapter.
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GOSPEL: John 14:1-14
On the night that he is to be arrested, Jesus shares final words with his disciples. As the one
through whom God is known, he promises to go before them and act on their behalf.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] ' “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God:; believe also in
?In my Father's house there are _many dwelling places. If it were not so, would | have told you

that | go to prepare a place for you? * And if | go and prepare a place for you, | will come again
and will take you to myself, SO that where | am, there you may be also. * And you know the way to
the place where | am going.” Thomas said to hlm “Lord, we do not know where you are going.
How can we know the way?” ° Jesus sald to him, “l am the way and the truth and the life. No one
comes to the Father except through me.  If you know me, you will know my Father also. From
now on you do know him and have seen him.”

® Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” ° Jesus said to him,
“Have | been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me
has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father'? "° Do you not believe that 1 am in
the Father and the Father is in me? The words that | say to you | do not speak on my own, but the
Father who dwells in me does his works. '' Believe me that | am in the Father and the Father is in
me, but if you do not, then believe because of the works themselves. '*Very truly, | tell you, the
one who believes in me will also do the works that | do and, in fact, will do greater works than
these, because | am going to the Father. "1 will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the
Father may be glorified in the Son. '*If in my name you ask me for anything, | will do it.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pr. Luke

HYMN OF THE DAY Making Their Way (ACS 979)
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Text: Delores Dufner, OSB, b. 1939
Music: KOMT NU MET ZANG, A. Valerius, Nederlandtsch Gedenckelank, 1626; arr. Adrian Engels, 1906-2003
Text © 2011 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.
Arr. © 1967 Gooi en Sticht, BV, Baarn, The Netherlands, admin, OCP, 5536 N. Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights rescrved.

(5:30 & 8:30) NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,

of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation

he came down from heaven,

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary

and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;

he suffered death and was buried.
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On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

(11:00) PRESENTATION (ELW p. 234)
Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism and for these people, one with us in the body

of Christ, who are making public affirmation of their baptism.

| present _name/s , who desire to make public affirmation of their baptism.

Conner Philip Hansen
Jeremiah Andrew Kuenzli
Hudson Leon Maas
Angela Jane Nelson

Micah Douglas Petersen
Grayson William Schneider
Nathan Curtis Schulte
Ellyse Nora Traeger

Kolbe Ann Upson

Let us pray.
Merciful God, we thank you for these sisters and brothers, whom you have made your own by

water and the Word in baptism. You have called them to yourself, enlightened them with the gifts
of your Spirit, and nourished them in the community of faith. Uphold your servants in the gifts and
promises of baptism, and unite the hearts of all whom you have brought to new birth.

We ask this in the name of Christ. Amen.

(11:00) PROFESSION OF FAITH (ELW p. 235)
| ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church.

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?
Response: | renounce them.

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?
Response: | renounce them.

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?

Response: | renounce them.
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Do you believe in God the Father?

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.

(11:00) AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM (ELW p. 236)
You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue in the covenant God
made with you in holy baptism:
to live among God’s faithful people,
to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper,
to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed,
to serve all people, following the example of Jesus,
and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth?
Each person responds: | do, and | ask God to help and guide me.

People of God, do you promise to support these sisters and brothers and pray for them in their
life in Christ? We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.

Those making affirmation may kneel.
Let us pray. We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give us new

birth, cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life.

Father in heaven, for Jesus’ sake, stir up in _name_the gift of your Holy Spirit; confirm her/his
faith, guide her/his life, empower her/him in herﬂws serving, give her/him patlence in suffering,

and bring her/him to everlasting life.
Amen.

Those making public affirmation stand and face the assembly.
Let us rejoice with these sisters and brothers in Christ. We rejoice with you in the life of
baptism. Together we will give thanks and praise to God and proclaim the good news to all

the world.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Trusting in the power of Christ's resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, let us pray for

the needs of all creation.

God of glory, you have built your church on Christ the cornerstone. Inspire lay leaders, deacons,
pastors, and bishops to proclaim forgiveness and your steadfast love to all whom they encounter.

Merciful God,

receive our prayer.
God of majesty, you bring forth plants and animals, skies and seas, mountains and valleys.

Protect all you have made from the ravages of pollution and climate disaster. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.
God of mercy, you intend governments and social service agencies to be instruments of peace

and justice. Guide political leaders and organizations to be agents of compassion, and raise up
advocates for those who seek refuge and assistance. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.
God of well-being, you soothe those in distress, console all who grieve, provide for any in need,

and comfort those who are sick (especially).

Mel Satnan, Stephany Sanborn, Lacey Mescher, Dawn Jensen, Pam Schulte, John Myre,
John Robbins, Sandi Mitchem, Both Dak, Laury Detro, Neena Kraemer-Solberg, Becky Taylor,
Seth Thompson, Sophia Danker Christensen, Allison Jordan, Peter Michalski

Instill caregivers with a sense of purpose to be your healing hands in this world. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.
God of community, you call us together as your people for mutual support and to witness to your

love in the world. Make your presence known among those unable to attend worship today.

Merciful God,

receive our prayer.
God of eternal life, you have prepared dwelling places for your people, so that we are never

separated from you. We give you thanks for the faithful departed who witnessed to your mighty
acts in word and deed. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.
God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of new life to all

the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.

OFFERING
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Lead Me, Guide Me

(ELW 768)
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Lead me, O Lord, lead me.
Text: Doris Akers, 1922-1995 LEAD ME, GUIDE ME
Music: Doris Akers irregular
Text and music © 1953 Doris Akers, admin. Unichappell Music, Page 1



OFFERING PRAYER

Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. In your bountiful grace you
have given us a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger and thirst no more. Sustain us by
your Spirit, that goodness and mercy may follow us and bless the world you love. In the hame of

Jesus, Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
DIALOGUE (ELW p. 199)
The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE (ELW p. 200)

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ,

the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin;
who in dying has destroyed death,

and in rising has brought us to eternal life.

And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection,
with earth and sea and all their creatures,

and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 207)
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE (ELW p. 200)
In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the table of new life.
Receive the risen Lord.

LAMB OF GOD (ELW p. 208)
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e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN Come to the Table (ELW 481)
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Eat of the bread of sal-va - tion; drink of the blood of the Lamb.
Text: Claire Cloninger, b. 1942
Music: COME TO THE TABLE, Martin J. Nystrom, b. 1956
Text and music © 1991 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music; Juniper Landing Music, admin. Word Music; and Word Music.
Used by permission.
DISTRIBUTION HYMN I Come with Joy (ELW 482)
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strang - ers now are friends, and strang - ers now are friends.
live a - mong us here, a - live a - mong us here.
love that makes us one, the love that makes us one.

Text: Brian A. Wren, b. 1936
Music: DOVE OF PEACE, W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835 L
Text © 1971, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

DISTRIBUTION HYMN Let Us Break Bread Together (ELW 471)
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1 Let us break bread to - geth-er on our knees;
2 Let us drink wine to - geth-er on our knees;
3 Let us praise God to - geth-er on our knees;
n |
vy 1D N
(s> : ] o- &
e—> 7
7
let us  break bread to - geth-er on our knees.
let us drink wine to - geth-er on our knees.
let us  praise God to - geth-er on our knees.
n i ; .
5 ——
{S%Jb b = > 7 E—
When | fall on my knees, with my  face to the ris - ing
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sun, O Lord, have mer-cy on me.

Text: African American spiritual
Music: BREAK BREAD TOGETHER, African Amcrican spiritual
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May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen us and keep us, now and forever.
Amen

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Holy One,

through this meal you have made your home among us
and are making all things new.

Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts,

to love our enemies,

and to bring your healing to the nations.

In the name of Jesus,

Amen.

BLESSING

God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end,
Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead,

and the Spirit, our advocate and peace,

+ bless you now and forever.

Amen.
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SENDING SONG The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve (ELW 551)
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1 The Spir - it sends us forth to serve; we go in
2 We go to com - fort those who moumn and set the
3 We go to be the hands of Chrst, to scat - ter
4 Then let us go to serve in peace, the gos - pel
g e 5
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Je - sus’ name to bring glad tid -  ings
bur - dened free; where hope is dim, to
joy like seed and, all our days, to
to pro - claim. God’s Spir - it has em -
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to the poor, God’s fa - vor to pro - claim.
share a  dream and help the blind to see.
cher - ish life, to do the lov - ing deed.
pow - ered us; we go in Je - sus’  pame.
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Text: Delores Dufner, osB, b. 1939

Music: CHESTERFIELD, attr. Thomas Haweis, 1734-1820
Text © 1993 Delores Dufner. Published by OCP Publications, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213.
All rights reserved. Used by parmission.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
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