Day of Pentecost May 23 & 24, 2026

Introduction to the day N
Pentecost derives its name from the Jewish festival celebrating the harvest and the giving of the

law on Mount Sinai fifty days after Passover. Fifty days after Easter, we celebrate the Holy Spirit
as God’s presence within and among us. In Acts the Spirit arrives in rushing wind and flame,
bringing God’s presence to all people. Paul reminds us that though we each have different
capacities, we are unified in the Spirit that equips us with these gifts. Jesus breathes the Holy
Spirit on his disciples, empowering them to forgive sin. We celebrate that we too are given the
breath of the Holy Spirit and sent out to proclaim God’s redeeming love to ali the world.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
Alleluia! Christ is risen. Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!l

Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne
and to the Lamb! Amen.

Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.

Merciful God,

you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come.
You lead us beside still waters.

We thank you for the waters of creation:

morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves.
We thank you for the waters that nourish us (local waters may be named).

Blessed are you. You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness

who accompanies us on our journeys.

We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection.
We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow.

Blessed are you. You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows.
Break down barriers that divide us.

Fill us with the breath of peace.

Blessed are you. You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism,
and for making us a new creation.

We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise,
now and forever. Amen.



GATHERING SONG God of Tempest, God of Whirlwind (ELW 400)
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past these walls your peo - ple send! Sweep us in - to cost - ly ser-vice,
let your flam-ing Spir - it surge! Where de-ceit con-ceals in - jus - tice,
for earth’s heal - ing  set us free! Crum-ble walls that still di-vide us;
may we share your heart’s dis-tress. Rouse us from con - tent with e - vil;
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there with Christ to bear the cross, there with Christ to  bear the cross!
kin - dle us to speak your truth, kin- dle us to speak your truth!
make us one in Christ our Lord, make us one in Christ our Lord!
claim us for your king-dom’s work, claim us for  your king-dom’s work!

Text: Herman G. Stuempfle Jr., 1923-2007

Music: CWM RHONDDA, John Hughes, 1873-1932
Text © 2000 GIA Publications, Inc. 7404 S. Mason Ave.. Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com

800.442.3358 All rights reserved. Used by permission.

GREETING
Christ has called us to this place,
gathered one and all by his Holy Spirit
We are followers of Christ
who seek to hear the Word,
live the Word, and share the Word.
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
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HYMN OF PRAISE (ELW p. 204)
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1 Glo-ry be to God in heav-en; peace, good-will to all the earth.
2 Glo-ry be to Chrstfor-ev - er, Lamb of God and Lord of love.
3 Ho-ly One we now ac-claimyou; Lord a - lone, to you we call;
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Might-y God of all cre - a - tion, Fa-ther of sur- pass-ing worth:
Son of God and gra-cious Sav - ior, you have come from heav’n a-bove;

Ho - ly One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all
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we ex - alt you, we a - dore you, we lift high our thanks and praise.
on the cross you died to save us; now youreign at God’s right hand.
Je - sus Christ,with God the Spir -it, in the Fa-ther’s splen -dor bright.
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Saints and an - gels bow be - fore you; here on earth our songs we raise.
Hear our prayer; re - store, for-give us; in your prom-ise firm we stand.
For the peace that we in-her-it, glo-ry be to God on high!

PRAYER OF THE DAY

The Lord be with you. And also with you. Let us pray.

O God, on this day you open the hearts of your faithful people by sending into us your Holy Spirit.
Direct us by the light of that Spirit, that we may have a right judgment in all things and rejoice at
all times in your peace, through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

SPECIAL MUSIC
Jackie Reinders and Elmer Ellefson

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE
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FIRST READING: Acts 2:1-21
Pentecost was a Jewish harvest festival that marked the fiftieth day after Passover. Luke portrays

the Holy Spirit being poured out upon the disciples before the gathered and astonished people
assembled in Jerusalem for the festival. Filled with the Spirit, the disciples were able to witness to

the power of Christ’s resurrection.

"When the day of Pentecost had come, [the apostles] were all together in one place. “And
suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire
house where they were S|tt|ng "Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue
rested on each of them. " Ali of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other
Ianguages as the Spirit gave them ability.

“Now there were devout Jews from every people under heaven living in Jerusalem. °And at
this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in
the native language of each. ' Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are
speakmg Galileans? ° And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language?

Parthlans Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and
Asia, '° Phrygia and Pamphylla Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors
from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, ' Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we hear
them speaking about God's deeds of power.” '* All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one
another, “What does this mean?” '° But others sneered and said, “They are filled with new wine.”

"“ But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Fellow Jews and
all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. °Indeed, these are
not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. *No, this is what was
spoken through the prophet Joel:

‘In the last days it will be, God declares,

that | will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh,
and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,
and your young men shall see visions,
_and your old men shall dream dreams.
'® Even upon my slaves, both men and women,
in those days | will pour out my Spirit,
~and they shall prophesy.
** And | will show portents in the heaven above
and signs on the earth below,
blood, and fire, and smoky mist.
*“The sun shall be turned to darkness
and the moon to blood,
before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day.
' Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’”

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.
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PSALM: Psalm 104:24-34, 35b
Send forth your Spirit and renew the face of the earth. (Ps. 104:30)

““ How manifold are your works, O LORD!
In wisdom you have made them all; the earth is full of your creatures.
**Yonder is the sea, great and wide, with its swarms too many to number,
__living things both small and great.
**There go the ships to and fro,
and Leviathan, which you made for the sport of it.
" All of them Iook to you
to give them their food in due season.
**You give it to them; they gather it;
you open your hand, and they are filled with good things.
**When you hide your face, they are terrified;
when you take away their breath, they die and return to their dust.
*®You send forth your Spirit, and they are created;
and so you renew the face of the earth.
May the glory of the LORD endure forever;
O LoRD, rejoice in all your works.
“’You look at the earth and it trembles;
you touch the mountains and they smoke.
**I will sing to the LORD as long as | live;
| will praise my God while | have my being.
** May these words of mine please God.
__l'will rejoice in the LORD.
°**"Bless the LORD, O my soul.
Hallelujah!

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 12:3b-13
Paul is helping the Corinthians understand the relationship between our God-given unity anq

Spirit-created diversity. The Spirit creates the unity of faith and gives all Christians diverse gifts
for the common benefit of all. We need one another’s diverse spiritual gifts because the same
Spirit has given them to each person for the common good.

No one can say “Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit.

" Now there are varieties of gifts but the same Spirit, “and there are varieties of services but
the same Lord, and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of
them in everyone. ' To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. *To one
is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom and to another the utterance of knowledge
according to the same Spirit, ~ to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by
the one Spirit, “to another the working of powerful deeds, to another prophecy, to another the
discernment of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of
tongues. ' All these are activated by one and the same Spirit, who allots to each one individually
Just as the Spirit chooses.

“For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body,
though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. "~ For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into
one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 198)
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Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of e-ter-nal life.

The holy gospel according to St. John the 20th chapter.
Speak, Lord, your servants are listening!

GOSPEL: John 20:19-23
The risen Jesus appears to his disciples, offering them a benediction, a commission, and the gift

of the Holy Spirit.

“When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors were locked where
the dISCIpleS were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be
with you.” *° After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples
rejoiced when they saw the Lord " Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father
has sent me, so | send you.” “When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them,
“Receive the Holy Spirit.  If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the

sins of any, they are retained.”
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pr. Celeste
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HYMN OF THE DAY O Day Full of Grace (ELW 627)
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Tcxls Scandinavian folk hymn: tr. Gerald Thorson, 1921-2001, alt.
Music: DEN SIGNEDE DAG, Christoph E. E Weyse, 1774-1842
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.
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NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERING
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Lead Me, Guide Me

(ELW 768)
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Help me through the  dark - ness thy face to see.
I am put - ting  all my trust in thee.
Lord, just al - ways let me thy ser - vant be.
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Lead me, O Lord, lead me.
Text: Doris Akers, 1922-1995 Page 9 LEAD ME, GUIDE ME

Music: Doris Akers

Textand music © 1953 Doris Akers, admin. Unichappell Music, Inc.
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OFFERING PRAYER
Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. In your bountiful grace you

have given us a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger and thirst no more. Sustain us by
your Spirit, that goodness and mercy may follow us and bless the world you love. In the name of

Jesus, Amen

Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, let us pray for
the needs of all creation.

You send the Holy Spirit to accompany those who feel abandoned. Provide food for those who
hunger and drink for those who thirst, soothe those who are anxious or bereaved, comfort those
who are sick or suffering, and answer all who call upon your name. God of wellbeing, you

soothe...

Mel Satnan, Stephany Sanborn, Lacey Mescher, Dawn Jensen, Pam Schulte, John Myre,
John Robbins, Sandi Mitchem, Both Dak, Laury Detro, Neena Kraemer-Solberg, Becky Taylor,
Seth Thompson, Sophia Danker Christensen, Allison Jordan, Peter Michalski

A PRAYER FOR AMERICA’S FUTURE
Make us a great nation, yes. But more than that, make us good, Lord, with a heartbeat that wants

every person of every creed and color to know Your love, Your goodness, and Your worth. Make
us wise as serpents, but gentle as doves. Turn our fears to faith, as we look to You and You
alone for the future of our country. Give us God-confidence that no matter what happens, we will
believe You are not only in control, but that You know exactly what is needed to accomplish Your
purpose. Help us not to second-guess Your moves, but to move at Your command, always

without hesitation.

Forgive us for wanting our own way and making our own paths—often the ones paved with least
resistance. Forgive us for fence-walking, or for ignoring completely the truths that can so easily
set us free. Deliver us from mindless quarrels and destinations that lead us nowhere, but away
from You. Free us from divisiveness, and melt our hardened hearts to love, not hate, and to heal,

not debate. (by Rebecca Barlow Jordan)

WE pray in the holy name of Jesus. Amen

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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BLESSING

God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end,
Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead,

and the Spirit, our advocate and peace,

= bless you now and forever. Amen.

SENDING SONG The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve (ELW 551)
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Text: Delores Dufner, 0sB, b. 1939

Music: CHESTERFIELD, attr. Thomas Haweis, 1734-1820

Text © 1993 Delores Dufner. Published by OCP Publications. 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland. OR 97213,
All ghts reserved. Used by permission.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia! Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
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