4th Sunday after Pentecost June 20 & 21, 2026

Introduction to the day

God does not promise that the path of the disciple will be easy. Jeremiah feels the pain of
rejection from those who do not want to hear what he has to say. Jesus declares that his words
may bring stark division. Even so, we need not be afraid for God accounts for each hair on our
heads. Though we may experience rejection, frustration, division, and death, God'’s grace and
love make us a new creation each day. Marked with the cross and filled with holy food, we are

sent from worship to witness to Christ in the world.
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (ACS p. 29)
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,

who looks upon us in compassion,

forgives our sin,

and heals our lives.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Have mercy, O God,

against you, you alone,

we have sinned.

In your compassion,

cleanse us from our sin

and take away our qguilt.
Create in us a new heart

and give us a steadfast spirit.
Do not cast us away,

but fill us with your Holy Spirit
and restore your joy within us.
Amen.

As tender as parent to child,

so deep is God’s compassion for you.

As high as heaven is above earth,

so vast is God'’s love for you.

As far as east is from west,

so far God removes your sin from you,

renewing your life through Jesus Christ.

Blessed be God who crowns us with mercy and love.
Blessed be God forever.



PRAYER FOR FATHERS
Adapted from a prayer written by Tony Rossi and posted on JesuitResource.org.

Heavenly Father, today we ask you to bless our earthly fathers for the many times they reflected
the love, strength, generosity, wisdom and mercy that you exemplify in your relationship with us,

your children.

We honor our fathers for putting our needs above their own convenience and comfort;

We bless our fathers for teaching us to show courage and determination in the face of adversity;
We thank our fathers for challenging us to move beyond self-limiting boundaries;

We esteem our fathers for modeling the qualities that would turn us into responsible, principled,

caring adults.

Not all our fathers lived up to these ideals.

Give them grace to acknowledge and learn from their mistakes.

Give us grace to extend to them the same forgiveness that you offer us all.
Help us to resist the urge to stay stuck in past bitterness,

moving forward with humility and peace of heart.

We ask your blessing on those men who served as father figures in our lives when our biological

fathers weren't able to do so.
May the love and selflessness they showed us be returned to them in all their

relationships,
and help them to know that their influence has changed us for the better.

Give new and future fathers the guidance they need to raise happy and holy children,

grounded in a love for God and other people.
Remind these and all fathers that treating spouse, family, neighbor, and stranger
with dignity, compassion and respect is one of the greatest gifts they can give their children.

We pray that our fathers who have passed into the next life have been welcomed into your loving
embrace, and that our family will one be day be reunited in your heavenly kingdom.

In union with St. Joseph, whom you entrusted with your Son, Jesus, we ask your generous
blessings today and every day. Amen.

GATHERING SONG God Is Here! (ELW 526)
0 . .
A—1 . 7 — j : ! j ] i »
e e e e e e e e o e e
) < - ! | o —
1 God is here! As we your peo-ple meet to of - fer
2 Here are sym-bols to re - mind us of our life - long
3 Here our chil-dren find a wel - come in the Shep - herd’s
4 Lord of all, of church and king-dom, in an age of

Page 2



8] . .
)4 ] 3 ] 1 1
G S e e e o
S =]
praise and prayer, may we find in full - er mea- sure
need of grace; here are ta - ble, font, and pul - pit;
flock and fold; here as bread and  wine are tak - en,
change and doubt, keep us faith - ful to the gos - pel;
n_. . .
VAW : T t Y } : i s T : :
1 a =su==
o o ~———— N—— - o
what it is in Christ we  share. Here, as in the
here the cross has cen - tral place. Here in hon - es -
Christ sus - tains us as of old. Here the ser - vants
help us work your pur - pose out. Here, in  this day’s
8) . .
)74 | N t 1 et
| = ¥ ’ be - = i _f_ll—r 77 ’
J [ i ] [
world a - round us, all our  var jed skills and arts
ty of preach-ing, here in si lence, as in  speech,
of the  Ser - vant seek  in wor - ship to ex - plore
ded - i - ca - tion, all we have to  give, re - ceive;
0 . , . . ;
—— st ' : : i ;
o T e e e |
J T e 4 ! T ' e ®* &
wait the com-ing of the Spir - it in - to o - pen minds and hearts.
here, in - new-ness and re-new - al, God the Spir-it comes to each.
what it meansin dai -ly liv-ing to be - lieveand to a - dore.
we, who can-not live with-out you, we a - dore you! We be - lieve!

Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000

Music: ABBOT'S LEIGH, Cyril V. Taylor, 1907-1991
Text © 1979 and Music © 1942, ren. 1970 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60183.
Al rights reserved. Used by permission.

GREETING

Christ has called us to this place, gathered us one and all by his Holy Spirit.

We are followers of Christ
who seek to hear the Word,

live the Word, and share the Word.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
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KYRIE (ACS p. 31)
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

The Lord be with you. And also with you. Let us pray.

Teach us, good Lord God, to serve you as you deserve, to give and not to count the cost, to fight
and not to heed the wounds, to toil and not to seek for rest, to labor and not to ask for reward,

except that of knowing that we do your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

SPECIAL MUSIC
5:30 9:30 Laury Detro

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 20:7-13
Jeremiah accuses God of forcing him into a ministry that brings him only contempt and
persecution. Yet Jeremiah is confident that God will be a strong protector against his enemies

and commits his life into God’s hands.

O LORD, you have enticed me,
and | was enticed;
you have overpowered me,
and you have prevailed.
| have become a laughingstock all day long;
everyone mocks me.
¢ For whenever | speak, | must cry out;
I must shout, “Violence and destruction!”
For the word of the LORD has become for me
a reproach and derision ali day long.
*1f I say, “I will not mention him
or speak any more in his name,”
then within me there is something like a burning fire
shut up in my bones;



| am weary with holding it in,
and | cannot.
" For | hear many whispering:
“Terror is all around!
Denounce him! Let us denounce him!”
All my close friends
are watching for me to stumble.
“Perhaps he can be enticed,
and we can prevail against him
and take our revenge on him.”
'"But the LORD is with me like a terrifying warrior;
therefore my persecutors will stumble,
and they will not prevail.
They will be greatly shamed,
for they will not succeed.
Their eternal dishonor
will never be forgotten.
"> 0 LORD of hosts, you test the righteous;
you see the heart and the mind;
let me see your retribution upon them,
for to you | have committed my cause.
" Sing to the LORD;
praise the LORD!
For he has delivered the life of the needy
from the hands of evildoers.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING: Romans 6:1b-11 '
In baptism we were incorporated into the reality of Christ's death and resurrection. We have been

made new in Christ through his death and resurrection to live freed from sin.

" Should we continue in sin in order that grace may increase? ° By no means! How can we who

died to sin go on living in it? ~ Do you not know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus
were baptized into his death? * Therefore we were buried with him by baptism into death, so that,
just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we also might walk in

newness of life. ‘ o
°For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with him in

a resurrection like his. °We know that our old self was cruc:fied with him so that the body of sin
might be destroyed so we might no longer be enslaved to sin. ' For whoever has died is freed
from sin. ° But if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. *We know that
Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has domlnlon over him.
'OThe death he died, he died to sin once for all, but the life he lives, he lives to God. "' So you
also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ACS p. 33)
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GOSPEL: Matthew 10:24-39
The holy gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus warns his disciples that their ministry in his name will meet with opposition. However, he
assures them that they need not fear for the truth will come to light. Life is found in Christ.

[Jesus said to the twelve:] ** “A disciple is not above the teacher nor a slave above the master;
*it is enough for the disciple to be like the teacher and the slave like the master. If they have
called the master of the house Beelzebul, how much more will they malign those of his

household!

**4S0 have no fear of them, for nothmg is covered up that will not be uncovered and nothing
secret that will not become known. " What | say to you in the dark, tell in the light, and what you
hear whispered, proclaim from the housetops. * ® Do not fear those who kl” the body but cannot Kill
the soul; rather, fear the one who can destroy both soul and body in hell. ** Are not two sparrows
sold for a penny? Yet not one of them wrll fall to the ground apart from your Father. *°And even
the hairs of your head are all counted. >’ So do not be afraid; you are of more value than many
sparrows.

2“Everyone, therefore who acknowledges me before others, | also will acknowledge before
my Father in heaven, *° but whoever denies me before others, | also will deny before my Father in

heaven.
**“Do not think that | have come to bring peace to the earth; | have not come to bring peace

but a sword.

**For | have come to set a man against his father,

and a daughter against her mother,

and a daughter—ln -law against her mother-in-law,
- *®and one’s foes will be members of one’s own household.
> “Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me, and whoever loves son or
daughter more than me is not worthy of me, ** and whoever does not take up the cross and follow
me is not worthy of me. ** Those who find their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my

sake will find it.”
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pr. Sharon
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HYMN OF THE DAY Children of the Heavenly Father (ELW 781)
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Text: Carolina Sandell Berg, 1832-1903; tr. Ernst W. Olson, 1870-1958

Music: TRYGGARE KAN INGEN VARA, Swedish folk tune
Text © 1925 Board of Publication, Lutheran Church in America, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the

power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the
life everlasting. Amen
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for the church and the needs of the world.

Life-giving God, you have called your people to lose their lives for Jesus' sake. Strengthen your
church to follow you in the face of difficulty. God of grace,

hear our prayer.
Creator God, you know every sparrow that falls to the ground. Protect migrating birds,

endangered species, and their natural habitats. Empower us to care for your creation. God of

grace,

hear our prayer.
Sovereign God, you call us to act justly and love mercy. Protect those with marginalized identities

to whom we have not shown the abounding love of Jesus. Bring an end to oppression and bigotry
in all forms. God of grace,

hear our prayer.
Sustaining God, you promise to provide for us. Help those living with disability. Comfort those

experiencing any sort of iliness or suffering (especially).

Mel Satnan, Stephany Sanborn, Dawn Jensen, John Myre, John Robbins, Sandi Mitchem,
Becky Taylor, Carol Wood, Neena Kraemer-Solberg, Sophia Danker Christensen, Nynette Wilcox

God of grace,

hear our prayer.
Empowering God, strengthen us to live out our diverse callings. We pray especially for fathers

and father figures, that they show your compassion and care. We pray for all for whom this day is
difficult or painful. God of grace,

hear our prayer.
Faithful God, we give thanks for saints (especially the family of Kueth Doluony) who have claimed

their baptismal promises. May we follow their example of faith and service. God of grace,

hear our prayer.
Trusting you receive all our prayers, we commend our spoken and unspoken prayers to you, O

God, through Jesus our Savior.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.

OFFERING

Page 8



For the Fruit of All Creation (ELW 679)
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I For the fruit of all cre - a - tion, thanks be to God.
2 In the just re - ward of la- bor, God’s will is done.
3 For the har-vests of the Spir-it, thanks be to God.
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For these gifts to ev - ’ry na - tion, thanks be to  God.
In the help we give our neigh-bor, God’s will is  done.
For the good we all in-her - it,  thanks be to God.
n 1 [} 1 :
P A 1 1 I ] s i ; : :
>—P——a—— " d i—*f—.'_‘;_‘: > — I
{7 1 1 1 I I |
J I i : ' i [

For the plow-ing, sow-ing,reap-ing, si-lent growth while we are sleep-ing,
In our world-wide task of car-ing for the hun - gry and de - spair-ing,
For the won - ders that as-toundus, for the truths that still con-found us,
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fu - ture needs in  earth’s safe-keep-ing, thanks be to God.
in  the har-vests we are shar-ing, God’s will is done.
most of all, that love has found us, thanks be to God.

Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000

Music: AR HYDY NOS, Welsh traditional L.
Text © 1970 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

OFFERING PRAYER

Loving God,

we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts.

Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love,

so that all creation can taste your abundance.

We ask this in the name of Jesus,

through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. Amen.
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GREAT THANKSGIVING
DIALOGUE (ACS p. 36)
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ACS p. 36)
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Holy God, mighty and merciful,
your people praise you, saying:
Your mercy endures forever.
Your mercy endures forever.

By your promise

you bound yourself to earth and all its creatures,
granting them life and calling them to flourish,
setting the sign of your bow in the clouds,

the colors of your love and faithfulness.

Your mercy endures forever.

Your mercy endures forever.
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By your promise

you bound yourself to your people of old,
blessing them with family outnumbering the stars
and calling them to be a blessing to others,
showing them steadfast love in every generation
and calling them to be a light to the nations.
Your mercy endures forever.

Your mercy endures forever.

By your promise

you joined us to Jesus, your Beloved,

grafting us into your living Vine,

and calling us to bear the fruit of your self-giving love.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

With this bread and cup
we remember his life laid down and lifted up

as we proclaim the mystery of faith.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Send your Holy Spirit upon us

and these gifts of bread and wine.

Bless us to be a blessing.

Make us a sign of your faithfulness.

Send us to tend and cherish the earth

and to serve the world with mercy and love.

With [ __name/s __ and] all the saints in light,
with the earth and all its creatures,

with sun and moon and stars,

we praise you, O God, through Christ Jesus,
in your Spirit, now and forever.

Amen.
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LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Heaven has come near.
Come, share in the feast!

LAMB OF GOD (ACS p. 40)
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COMMUNION SONG (ACS p. 40)

Be Known to Us
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN Borning Cry (ELW 732)
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2 “When you heard the won-der of the Word I was there to cheer you on;
3 “In the mid-dle a - ges of your life, not too old, no lon - ger young,
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I re - joiced the day you were bap-tized to see your life un-fold.
you were raised to praise the liv - ing Lord, to whom you now be - long.
I'll be there to guide you through the night, com-plete what I've be - gun.
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I re-joiced the day you were bap-tized

Text: John C. Ylvisaker, b. 1937
Music; WATERLIFE, John C. Ylvisaker
Text and music © 1985 John Ylvisaker.

DISTRIBUTION HYMN (IF NEEDED)

Let Us Break Bread Together
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION (ACS p. 41)

Let us pray. Living God, as the disciples ate and drank with their risen Lord, we have been
nourished with the very presence of Christ. Through this meal may we be strengthened to keep
your word and to proclaim the power of your love in Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

BLESSING
The peace of God, which surpasses all understanding,
keep your hearts and your minds in + Christ Jesus. Amen.

SENDING SONG We Know That Christ Is Raised (ELW 449)
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1 We know that Christ is raised and dies no more.
2 We share by wa - ter In his  sav - ing death.
3 The ©Fa - ther’s splen - dor clothes the Son with life.
4 A new cre - a - tion comes to life and grows
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Re - born, we share with him an FEas - ter life,
The Spir - it’s fis - sion shakes the church of God.
as Christ’'s new bod - y takes on flesh and blood.
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and our de - spair he turned to  blaz - ing joy.
as liv - ing mem - bers  of our Sav - ior Christ.
Bap-tized, we live with God the Three in One.
The u - ni - verse re - stored and whole will  sing:
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Hal - le - I - jah!

Text: John B. Geyer, b. 1932
Music: ENGELBERG, Charles V. Stanford, 1852-1924
Text © John B. Geyer.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.
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