7th Sunday after Pentecost July 11 & 12, 2026

Introduction to the day . .
God’s word is like the rain that waters the earth and brings forth vegetation. It is also like the

sower who scatters seed indiscriminately. Our lives are like seeds sown in the earth. Even from
what appears to be little, dormant, or dead, God promises a harvest. At the Lord’s table we are

fed with the bread of life, that we may bear fruit in the world.
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (ACS p. 29)
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,

who looks upon us in compassion,

forgives our sin,

and heals our lives.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Have mercy, O God,

against you, you alone,

we have sinned.

In your compassion,

cleanse us from our sin

and take away our guilt.
Create in us a new heart

and give us a steadfast spirit.
Do not cast us away,

but fill us with your Holy Spirit
and restore your joy within us.
Amen.

As tender as parent to child,

so deep is God’'s compassion for you.

As high as heaven is above earth,

so vast is God'’s love for you.

As far as east is from west,

so far God removes your sin from you,

renewing your life through Jesus Christ.

Blessed be God who crowns us with mercy and love.
Blessed be God forever.



GATHERING SONG Light Dawns on a Weary World (ELW 726)
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1 Light dawns on a wea -ry world when eyes be - gin to

2 Love grows In a wea -1y world when hun - gry hearts find

3 Hope ©blooms in a wea -1y world when crea-tures, once for -
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see all peo - ple’s dig - ni - ty. Light dawns on a
bread and chil -dren’s dreams are fed. Love grows in a
lorn, find wil - der - ness re - born. Hope blooms in a
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wea - ry  world: the prom-ised day of jus - ftice comes.
wea - 1y  world: the prom-ised feast of plen - ty comes.
wea - 1y  world: the prom-ised green of E - den  comes.
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The trees shall clap their hands; the dry lands, gush with springs;
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the hills and moun-tains shall break forth with sing - ing!
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We shall go out in joy, and be led forth in peace,
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as all the world in won-der ech - oes sha - lom.

Text: Mary Louise Bringle, b. 1953

Music; TEMPLE OF PEACE, William P. Rowan, b. 1951

Text © 2002 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave.. Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442,3358.
All rights reserved. Used by parmission.

Music © 2000 William P. Rowan, admin, GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave.. Chicago. IL 60638.
www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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GREETING

Christ has called us to this place, gathered us one and all by his Holy Spirit.

We are followers of Christ
who seek to hear the Word,
live the Word, and share the Word.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

SONG OF PRAISE (ACS p. 31)
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1 Glo-ry to you, God, for yours is the earth;
2 Glo-ry to you, God, for yours is the earth;
3 Glo-ry to you, God, for yours is the earth;
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yours is the prom - ise, the bless - ing, the b@rth.
yours the ho - san - nas, the dy - ing, re - birth.
yours the a - noint - ing, the ra - di - ant worth.
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Ours the re - joic - ing for Word giv - en frame;
Ours the re - joic - ing for na-ture re - claimed;
Ours the re - joic - ing for spir-its a - flame;
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ours the thanks - giv - ing to your ho-ly  name.
04, -
< = F & : -
J ] [ T i
Ours be  the tell - ing of deeds great - ly done;
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yours be  the glo - 1y, O God, yours a - lone.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

The Lord be with you. And also with you. Let us pray.

Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By your Holy Spirit help us
to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith and hope and love, through Jesus

Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

SPECIAL MUSIC
5:30 9:30 Laury Detro

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE

FIRST READING: Isaiah 55:10-13
God'’s word to Israel’s exiles is as sure and effective as never-failing precipitation. Their return to

the Holy Land in a new exodus is cheered on by singing mountains and by trees that clap their
hands.

"°For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven
and do not return there until they have watered the earth,
making it bring forth and sprout,
giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater,
"' so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth;
it shall not return to me empty,
but it shall accomplish that which | purpose
and succeed in the thing for which | sent it.
"2 For you shall go out in joy
and be led back in peace;
the mountains and the hills before you
shall burst into song,
_and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.
“Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress;
instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle,
and it shall be to the LORD for a memorial,
for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 65:[1-8] 9-13
Your paths overflow with plenty. (Ps. 65:11)

[ 'You are to be praised, O God, in Zion;
to you shall vows be fulfilled.
To you, the one who answers prayer,
to you all flesh shall come.
®Qur sins are stronger than we are,

~ but you blot out our transgressions.
“Happy are they whom you choose and draw to your courts to dwell there!

_ They will be satisfied by the beauty of your house, by the holiness of your temple.
” Awesome things will you show us in your righteousness, O God of our salvation,
O hope of all the ends of the earth and of the oceans far away.



®You make firm the mountains by your power;
you are girded about with might.
"You still the roaring of the seas,
the roaring of their waves, and the clamor of the peoples.
®Those who dwell at the ends of the earth will tremble at your| marvelous signs;
_you make the dawn and the dusk to sing for joy.
] °You visit the earth and water it abundantly; you make it very plenteous; the river of God is full
of water.
You prepare the grain, for so you provide for the earth.
'“You drench the furrows and smooth out the ridges;
% with heavy rain you soften the ground and bless its increase.
"You crown the year with your goodness,
and your paths overflow with plenty.
May the fields of the wilderness be rich for grazing,
and the hills be clothed with joy.
"* May the meadows cover themselves with flocks, and the valleys cloak themselves with grain;

let them shout for joy and sing.

SECOND READING: Romans 8:1-11
There is no condemnation for those who live in Christ. God sent Christ to accomplish what the

law was unable to do: condemn sin and free us from its death-dealing ways. The Spirit now
empowers proper actions and values in our lives and gives us the promise of resurrected life.

' Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. fFor the law of the
Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. *For God has done
what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending h|s own Son in the likeness of
sinful flesh and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, * so that the just requirement of
the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit.

” For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the thlngs of the flesh, but those who
live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. ° To set the mind on the flesh
is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. "For this reason the mmd that is set
on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed, it cannot, ® and those who
are in the flesh cannot please God.

“But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you.
Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. " But if Chrlst is in you,
then the body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of righteousness. "'If the Spirit
of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead
will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ACS p. 33)
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Our hearts burn with - in us as youopento us the scriptures.

GOSPEL: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23
" The holy gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord.

In Matthew’s gospel, both Jesus and his disciples “sow the seed” of God's word by proclaiming
the good news that “the kingdom of heaven is near.” Now, in a memorable parable, Jesus
explains why this good news produces different results in those who hear.

" That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. * Such great crowds
gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the
beach “And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow.

“ And as he sowed, some seeds fell on a path, and the birds came and ate them up. ® Other
seeds fell on rocky ground where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since
they had no depth of soil. ® But when the sun rose, they were scorched and since they had no
root, they withered away. " Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked
them. Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty,

some thirty. °If you have ears, hear!”

'"®“Hear, then, the parable of the sower. " When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and
does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is
what was sown on the path. *° As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears
the word and immediately receives it with joy, *' yet such a person has no root but endures only
for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that person
immediately falls away. ** As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the
word, but the cares of this age and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. *° But
as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it, who
indeed bears fruit and yields in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pr. Celeste
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HYMN OF THE DAY Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil (ELW 512)
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Lord, let my heart be good soil, o-pen to the seed of your word.
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Lord, let my heart be good soil, where love can grow and peace is un-der-stood.
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When my heart is hard, break the stone a - way. When my heart is cold,
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warm it with the day. = When my heart is lost, lead me on your way.
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Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart be good soil.

Text: Handt Hanson, b. 1950

Music: GOOD SOIL, Handt Hanson
Text and music @ 1985 Prince of Peace Publishing. Changing Church, Inc.. admin. Augsburg Fortress.

APOSTLES' CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the

power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the
life everlasting. Amen

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
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(ELW 689)

OFFERING Praise and Thanksgiving
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1 Praise and thanks-giv - ing, God, we would of - fer for all things
2 God, bless the la - bor we bring to serve you, that with our
3 Fa - ther, pro - vid - ing food for your chil - dren, by Wis-dom’s
4 Then will your bless-ing reach ev-'ry peo - ple, free-ly con-
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liv - ing, you have made good: har - vest of sown fields, fruits of the
neigh-bor we may be fed. Sow -ing or tll - ing, we would work
guid - ing teach us to  share one with an-oth - er, so that, re -
fess - ing your gra-cious hand. Where you are reign - ing, no one will
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Text: Albert E Bayly, 19011984, alt.

Music: BUNESSAN, Gaelic tune; arr. hymnal version
Text © Oxford University Press. All rights reserved.

Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.
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or - chard, hay from the mown fields, blos-som and wood.
with you, har - vest-ing, mill - ing for dai - ly  bread.
joic - ing with us, all oth - ers may know your care.
hun - ger; your love sus-tain - ing show-ers the land.
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OFFERING PRAYER

Loving God,

we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts.

Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love,
so that all creation can taste your abundance.

We ask this in the name of Jesus,

through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever.
Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the church, the world, and

all of creation.
God our gardener, you scatter grace like seed across the world. Continue to cultivate the garden

of your church with your abundant Spirit. God of grace,

hear our prayer.
God our joy, your bountiful creation reflects your commitment to life despite our actions

disregarding its wonder. We look toward Isaiah’s vision, when all creation rejoices, and the trees
will clap for joy at your salvation. God of grace,

hear our prayer.
God our life, you give us the same Spirit by which you raised Christ from the dead. Set our minds

on that Spirit whenever fear or condemnation overwhelm throughout the world (global concerns
may be named). God of grace,

hear our prayer.
God our host and table, we pray for children who hunger and rely on school meals, for all who toil

under the hot sun without refreshment, for the chronically ill who have exhausted their resources,
and for local concerns (especially).

Mel Satnan, Stephany Sanborn, Dawn Jensen, John Myre, John Robbins, Sandi Mitchem,
Becky Taylor, Neena Kraemer-Solberg, Sophia Danker Christensen, Nynette Wilcox,
Joan Hicks, Peter Michalski, Hannah Hansen

God of grace,

hear our prayer.
God our source, tend this assembly with your grace throughout this summer season. May those

who travel for work or recreation do so safely, and may visitors find refreshment among us. God

of grace,

hear our prayer.
We give you thanks that the roots of your goodness run deep throughout history. We remember

those saints who have gone before us in faith (especially Bishop Nathan Séderblom, whom the
church commemorates today). God of grace,

hear our prayer.
Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we cast all our cares upon

you, through the abundant grace of Christ Jesus.
Amen.
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LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

BLESSING

The peace of God,

which surpasses all understanding,
keep your hearts and your minds
in + Christ Jesus.

Amen.
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SENDING SONG God of the Fertile Fields (ACS 1063)
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1 God of the fer - tile fields, sha - per of
2 We would be stew - ards true, hold - ing in
3 As grows the hid - den seed to fruit  that
4 God of the coun - try - side, dear to the
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earth that yields our dai - ly  bread: forth from your
trust from you all that you  give; help us in
serves  our need, SO your reign grows. Let all our
Christ who died to make us one: we pledge our
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boun - teous hand come gifts your love has planned,
love to share, teach us like you to care
toil be used, no gift of yours a - bused,
lives a - new in faith - ful love to  you.
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that  all in ev - ’ry land be clothed and fed.
for peo - ple ev - ’ry-where, that all may live.
no hum - ble task re - fused your love be - stows.
Guide all  we say and do. Your will be done.

Text: Georgia Harkness, 1891-1974, alt.

Music: ITALIAN HYMN, Felice de Giardini, 17161796
Text © 1955, ren. 1983 The Hymn Society, admin Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.
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