Lectionary 14: US Semiquincentennial Sunday, July 4 & 5, 2026

Introduction to the day
The mystery of God’s ways is sometimes hidden from the wise and intelligent. The prophet

describes an everlasting realm that contrasts with earthly nations, one marked by peace, humility,
and freedom. Jesus associates with those excluded from the religious community. Like Paul, we
struggle with selfish desires; we lament flawed systems; and we seek God’s mercy and
forgiveness. We gather around word, water, and meal by Christ's invitation: “Come to me, all you
that are weary.” Here we find rest for our souls and hope for life in beloved community.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
source of hope in every nation,

rest for the weary,

glory and peace to the ends of the earth.
Amen.

Let us bring every burden to God.

God of all mercy,

we have sinned against you,

our neighbors, and your creation.
Within ourselves and our communities,
our desire to do what is good

is at war with the evil that dwells in us.
We lament the evil that holds us captive.
We repent of the evil we have done,
and the evil done on our behalf.
Rescue us, forgive us, and restore us
for lives of compassion and courage
through our Savior Jesus Christ.

Amen.

All-merciful, Almighty God

forgive you all your sins

through the grace of + Jesus Christ,
and by the Spirit's power

strengthen you in doing what is good.
Amen.



GATHERING SONG Before You, Lord, We Bow (ELW 893)
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Text: Francis Scott Key, 1779-1843, alt.
Music: DARWALL'S 148TH, John Darwall, 1731-1789

GREETING

Christ has called us to this place,
gathered one and all by his Holy Spirit

We are followers of Christ

who seek to hear the Word,

live the Word, and share the Word.
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

Page 2




KYRIE (ACS p. 31)
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
The Lord be with you. And also with you. Let us pray.
You are great, O God, and greatly to be praised. You have made us for yourself, and our hearts

are restless until they rest in you. Grant that we may believe in you, call upon you, know you, and
serve you, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

SPECIAL MUSIC
5:30 Emma Milbrath 9:30

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE

FIRST READING: Zechariah 9:9-12 _
The coming messianic king will inaugurate an era of disarmament and prosperity. Because of

God'’s covenant with Israel, the people are designated as “prisoners of hope.”

° Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion!
Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem!
See, your king comes to you;
triumphant and victorious is he,
humble and riding on a donkey,
~on acolt, the foal of a donkey.
“He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim
and the war horse from Jerusalem;,
and the battle bow shall be cut off,
and he shall command peace to the nations;
his dominion shall be from sea to sea
~and from the River to the ends of the earth.
"' As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you,
| will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit.
“ Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope;
today | declare that | will restore to you double.
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.
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SECOND READING: Romans 7:15-25a
Life captive to sin is a catch-22 existence in which we know good but do not do it and do things

we know to be wrong. Through Jesus Christ, God has set us free from such a futile existence.

"51 do not understand my own actions. For | do not do what | want, but | do the very thing | hate.

'“Now if | do what | do not want, | agree that the law is good. '’ But in fact it is no longer | who do
it but sin that dwells within me. '° For | know that the good does not dwell within me, that is, in my
flesh. For the desire to do the good lies close at hand but not the ability. " For | do not do the
good | want, but the evil | do not want is what | do. * °Now if I do what | do not want, it is no longer
I who do it but sin that dwells within me.

“'So | find it to be a law that, when | want to do what is good, evil lies close at hand. ¥ For |
delight in the law of God in my inmost self, “>but | see in my members another law at war with the
law of my mind, making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members. * *Wretched
person that | am! Who will rescue me from this body of death? “** Thanks be to God through
Jesus Christ our Lord!

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ACS p. 33)
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GOSPEL: Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30
The holy gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus chides people who find fault with both his ministry and that of John the Baptist. He thanks
God that wisdom and intelligence are not needed to receive what God has to offer.

[Jesus spoke to the crowd saying:] '®“To what will | compare this generation? It is like children
sitting in the marketplaces and calling to one another,
" "We played the flute for you, and you did not dance;
~ we wailed, and you did not mourn.’ ,
'““For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’; "~ the Son of Man
came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors
and smnersI Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.”

“Then he began to reproach the cities in which most of his deeds of power had been done
because they did not repent. ' “Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the deeds of
power done in you had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago in
sackcloth and ashes. ““ But | tell you, on the day of judgment it will be more tolerable for Tyre and

Sidon than for you. “* And you, Capernaum,
will you be exalted to heaven?
No, you will be brought down to Hades.



“For |f the deeds of power done in you had been done in Sodom, it would have remained until this
day. “"But | teII you that on the day of judgment it will be more tolerable for the land of Sodom
than for you.”

“° At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have
hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; “° yes,
Father, for such was your gracious will. * All things have been handed over to me by my Father,
and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and
anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.

“*“Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and | will give you rest.

**Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for | am gentle and humble in heart, and you will
find rest for your souls. *° For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pr. Luke

HYMN OF THE DAY My Country, 'Tis of Thee (LBW 566)
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APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the

power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the

life everlasting. Amen

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the church, the world, and

all of creation.

Gathering God, send your Spirit on the church you have called out from every nation. Knit us
together into one body and heal the divisions we have caused. Overcome our timidity to witness
and act in the public square when your purpose is being thwarted. Bless rostered and lay leaders
with clarity and courage as they center your people in the gospel. God of grace, hear our prayer.

All your works praise you, O God. From the Arctic to the Caribbean, from the Atlantic to the
western islands, these lands and waters have sustained its peoples over many centuries. As we
take our part in creation’s praise, revive our wonder at what you have fashioned, and enliven our
will to ensure its health for future generations. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Holy Trinity, you show us the splendor of diversity and the beauty of unity in your own divine life.
We come from many nations with many languages; make us a united people that delights in our
many different gifts. As the United States of America marks its declaration of independence, give
those whom we have entrusted with authority the spirit of wisdom, and curb every abuse of that
trust, so that both here and abroad, justice, humility, and peace may flourish. God of grace,

hear our prayer.
You are the Mother of exiles, O God. Extend your arms to all who are tired, who live with poverty,
the tempest-tossed, all who yearn to breathe free. Embrace people seeking refuge; those
incarcerated, detained, or disappeared; and neighbors fearing those they once trusted. Give
healing and hope to people in any oppression and need, especially these we name before you

now
Mel Satnan, Stephany Sanborn, Dawn Jensen, John Myre, John Robbins,

Sandi Mitchem, Becky Taylor, Neena Kraemer-Solberg, Sophia Danker Christensen,
Nynette Wilcox, Joan Hicks, Peter Michalski, Hannah Hansen

God of grace, hear our prayer.

We remember before you those who have died in every generation: Jan Hus, executed for
protesting the ecclesial system; Benedict, teacher of a prayerful life; and those who have died
ensuring the freedoms of this country: people in the armed services, peace officers, advocates,
and activists. (Here specific names may be mentioned.) Gather us, together with those who have
gone before us (especially), and with saints of every tribe and nation, into the holy city you have

prepared. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Into your mercy, O God, we entrust our restless hearts and all our cares, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior. Amen.



PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERING
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Text: Albert E Bayly, 1901-1984, alt

Music: BUNESSAN, Gaelic tune; arr. hymnal version
Text © Oxford University Press. All rights reserved.

Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress,
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OFFERING PRAYER

Blessed are you, O God,

for waves of grain and harvesters,
fruitful vines and winepresses,

for our labor and our rest,

for the gifts of your hand in this land.
Transform us and what we offer

into the banquet of your compassion,
serving your love without limits
through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ACS p. 36)
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy God, mighty and merciful,

your people praise you, saying:

Your mercy endures forever. Your mercy endures forever.

By your promise

you bound yourself to earth and all its creatures,

granting them life and calling them to flourish,

setting the sign of your bow in the clouds,

the colors of your love and faithfulness.

Your mercy endures forever. Your mercy endures forever.

By your promise

you bound yourself to your people of old,

blessing them with family outnumbering the stars

and calling them to be a blessing to others,

showing them steadfast love in every generation

and calling them to be a light to the nations.

Your mercy endures forever. Your mercy endures forever.

By your promise

you joined us to Jesus, your Beloved,

grafting us into your living Vine,

and calling us to bear the fruit of your self-giving love.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

With this bread and cup

we remember his life laid down and lifted up

as we proclaim the mystery of faith.

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Send your Holy Spirit upon us

and these gifts of bread and wine.
Bless us to be a blessing.

Make us a sign of your faithfulness.
Send us to tend and cherish the earth

and to serve the world with mercy and love.
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With [ _name/s

with the earth and all its creatures,
with sun and moon and stars,
we praise you, O God, through Christ Jesus,

in your Spirit, now and forever.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

and] all the saints in light,

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, '
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as itis in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Citizens of the commonwealth of heaven:
Taste and know that God is good to all.

LAMB OF GOD (ACS p. 40)
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BE KNOWN TO US
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN This Is My Song (ELW 887)
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2 My coun - try’s skies are blu-er than the o - cean,
3 This is my prayer, O God of all earth’s king-doms,
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So hear my song, O God of all the na-tions,
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with hopes and dreams as true and high as mine.
a song of  peace for their land and  for mine.
my - selff I give you; let your will  be done.

Text: Lloyd Stone, 1912-1993, sts, 1-2; Georgia Harkness, 1891-1974, st. 3
Music: FINLANDIA, Jean Sibelius, 1865-1957

Text sts. 1-2 © 1934, 1962 Lorenz Publishing Company, st. 3 © 1964 Lorenz Publishing Company. All rights reserved.

Outside USA: Music © Breitkopf & Hiirtel, Wiesbaden.

DISTRIBUTION HYMN (IF NEEDED)

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

We thank you, God of heaven and earth,
that you fill our deepest need

with the very gift of Jesus Christ,
broken and poured out for us.

Pour us out into a broken world.
Channel our common life

toward the common good,

following the way our Savior leads us
now and forever.

Amen.

BLESSING

The Author of life,

the Word of salvation,

the Breath of new birth,

*+ one God, bless you

and equip you for living and serving,
today and every day.

Amen.
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SENDING SONG

O Beautiful for Spacious Skies: America the Beautiful

(ELW 888)
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Text: Katherine L. Bates, 1859-1929
Music: MATERNA. Samuel A. Ward, 1848-1903

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Seek liberty and justice for all.
Thanks be to God.

in

ev-"ry gain di - vine.
lib - er - ty

law.
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