12th Sunday after Pentecost August 15 & 16, 2026

Introduction to the day
In Isaiah we hear that God’s house shall be a house of prayer for all people and that God will

gather the outcasts of Israel. The Canaanite woman in today’s gospel is a Gentile, an outsider,
who is unflinching in her request that Jesus heal her daughter. As Jesus commends her bold
faith, how might our church extend its mission to those on the margins of society? In our
gathering around word and meal we receive strength to be signs of comfort, healing, and justice

for those in need.
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (ACS p. 29)
Blessed be the holy Trinity, = one God,

who looks upon us in compassion,

forgives our sin,

and heals our lives.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Have mercy, O God,

against you, you alone,

we have sinned.

In your compassion,

cleanse us from our sin

and take away our guilt.
Create in us a new heart

and give us a steadfast spirit.
Do not cast us away,

but fill us with your Holy Spirit
and restore your joy within us.
Amen.

As tender as parent to child,

so deep is God’s compassion for you.

As high as heaven is above earth,

so vast is God’s love for you.

As far as east is from west,

so far God removes your sin from you,

renewing your life through Jesus Christ.

Blessed be God who crowns us with mercy and love.
Blessed be God forever.



GATHERING SONG Give Me Jesus (ELW 770)

— e e — — ——
O J T d’ r o 'l l- 1 1 1 l" d- ‘/’-l
= ] —
PP tetors v oist riy
1 In the morn-ing when I rise, in the morn-ing when I rise,
2 Dark . .. mid-night was my cry, dark. .. mid-night was my cry,
3 Just a-bout the break of day, just a - bout the break of day,
4 Oh, ...when I come to die, oh, ... when I come to die,
5 And .. .when I want to sing, and . .. when I want to  sing,
e e e e e e e
Tt} —
n ;
)74 ! [N 1 L {
T —
T r g 2% °p F 3
. . - . \\,/'
n the morn-ing when I rise, give me Je - sus.
dark. . . . mid-night was my cry, give me Je - sus.
just  a - bout the break of day, give me  Je - sus.
oh, ... .when I come to die, give me Je - sus.
and . . . .when I want to sing, give me Je - sus.
| ! L o P !’\l | | |
y—o—e o —" T o—s¢ he—eo—1, = 7
o 7 — l ! i > am— 1
o | ' ' ' o [—
0 Refrain | |
v ] T i i T i =
y AN 1 1 i 1 1 1 [ - N
D— e 15— =& - — £ .a ap
ST | N o 'y 1 -
Give me Je - sus, give me Je - sus.
S e S PSP I ; o
e e = e e e e o e e
7 : ' 1 v
: — }
et =
ST f 1+ 3 2% w7 73
You may have all the rest, give me Je v sus.
T
Lo L=
e
d L £ 1 i : = é ] 1

Text: African American spiritual
Music: GIVE ME JESUS, African American spiritual; arr. hymnal version
Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.
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GREETING
Christ has called us to this place, gathered us one and all by his Holy Spirit.

We are followers of Christ
who seek to hear the Word,
live the Word, and share the Word.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

KYRIE (ACS p. 31)
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
The Lord be with you. And also with you. Let us pray.
God of all peoples, your arms reach out to embrace all those who call upon you. Teach us as

disciples of your Son to love the world with compassion and constancy, that your name may be
known throughout the earth, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE
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FIRST READING: Isaiah 56:1, 6-8
The prophet calls upon Israel to do justice in view of God’s imminent intervention to save.

Righteousness and obedijence define who belongs to the Israelite community—not race,
nationality, or any other category.

' Thus says the LORD:

Maintain justice, and do what is right,
for soon my salvation will come

and my deliverance be revealed.

® And the foreigners who join themselves to the LORD,
to minister to him, to love the name of the LORD,
and to be his servants,

all who keep the Sabbath and do not profane it

_ and hold fast my covenant—

"these | will bring to my holy mountain
and make them joyful in my house of prayer;

their burnt offerings and their sacrifices
will be accepted on my altar,

for my house shall be called a house of prayer

_ for all peoples.

°Thus says the Lord Gop,
who gathers the outcasts of Israel:

| will gather others to them
besides those already gathered.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING: Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32
God has not rejected Israel. Rather, the call and gifts of God are irrevocable so that, while all

have been disobedient, God has mercy upon all.
[Paul writes:] ' | ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! | myself am an Israelite, a

2

descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. “* God has not rejected his people
whom he foreknew.

“For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. *° Just as you were once disobedient to
God but have now received mercy because of their disobedience, *' so also they have now been
disobedient in order that, by the mercy shown to you, they also may now receive mercy. ~ For
God has imprisoned all in disobedience so that he may be merciful to all.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ACS p. 33)
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Our hearts burn with - in us as youopento us the scriptures.

GOSPEL: Matthew 15:[10-20] 21-28

The holy gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus teaches his disciples that true purity is a matter of the heart rather than outward religious
observances. Almost immediately, this teaching is tested when a woman considered to be a

religious outsider approaches him for help.

['°[Jesus] called the crowd to him and said to them, “Listen and understand:'" it is not what goes
into the mouth that defiles a person, but it is what comes out of the mouth that defiles.” " Then
the disciples approached and said to him, “Do you know that the Pharisees took offense when
they heard what you said?” '° He answered, “Every plant that my heavenly Father has not planted
will be uprooted. '* Let them alone; they are blind guides of the blind. And if one blind person
guides another, both will fall into a pit.” "* But Peter said to him, “Explain this parable to us.”
" Then he said, “Are you also still without understanding? '" Do you not see that whatever goes
into the mouth enters the stomach and goes out into the sewer? '® But what comes out of the
mouth proceeds from the heart, and this is what defiles. " For out of the heart come evil
intentions, murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false witness, slander. “*These are what
defile a person, but to eat with unwashed hands does not defile.”] A

*" Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. ?* Just then a
Canaanite woman from that region came out and started shouting, “Have mercy on me, Lord,
Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a demon.” ““But he did not answer her at all. And his
disciples came and urged him, saying, “Send her away, for she keeps shouting after us.” “He
answered, ‘| was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” ** But she came and knelt
before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” “®He answered, “It is not fair to take the children’s food and
throw it to the dogs.” “’ She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their
masters’ table.” “° Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you
as you wish.” And her daughter was healed from that moment.
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pr. Sharon
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HYMN OF THE DAY Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service (ELW 712)
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1 Lord, whose love in hum-ble ser - vice bore the weight of hu-man need,

2 Sull your chil-dren wan-der home-less; still the hun - gry cry for bread;
3 As we  wor-ship, grant us vi - sion, till your love’s re - veal-ing light
4 Called by wor-ship to your ser - vice, forth in your dear name we go,
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still the cap - tives long for free-dom; still in grief we moum our dead.
in its height and depth and great-ness dawns up - on our quick-ened sight,
to the child, the youth, the a - ged, love in liv-ing deeds to show;
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we, your ser - vants, bring the wor-ship not of voice a - lone, but heart;
As you, Lord, in deep com-pas - sion healed the sick and freed the soul,
mak-ing known the needs and bur - dens your com-pas-sion bids us bear,
hope and health, good-will and com -fort, coun-sel, aid, and peace we give,
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se - crat - ing to your pur-pose ev-'ry gift which you im -part.

by your Spir - it send your pow -er to our world to make it whole.
stir-ring us  to ar - dent ser - vice, your a - bun-dant life to share.
that your ser - vants, Lord, in free-dom may your mer - cy know and live.
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Text: Albert E Bayly, 1901-1984

Music: BEACH SPRING, TTe Sacred Harp, Philadelphia, 1844; arr. Selected Hvinns, 1985
Text © 1961 Oxford University Press.

Arr. @ 1985 Augsburg Fortress.
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APOSTLES' CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the

power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the

life everlasting. ’ Amen

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in need, and all of God'’s

creation.

For believers around the world who stream to your holy mountain, that all be united in faith and
harmony in the body of Christ. Let your church on earth be a witness to the beloved community of
your heavenly kingdom. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.
For your wondrous creation, that it thrives and flourishes as you intend. Raise up wise stewards

to defend the natural world against carelessness and destruction. Safeguard endangered species
and their habitats (especially). Merciful God,

receive our prayer.
For the nations of the world and all in authority, that they heed the cry of the outcast and ensure

care for the most vulnerable. Give wisdom to leaders of countries, congregations, and
communities, that they lead and serve justly. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.
For all who are lonely, grieving, or struggling with chronic pain, that they find comfort, community,

and hope. Send relief to all who struggle with iliness of any kind (especially).

Mel Satnan, Stephany Sanborn, Dawn Jensen, John Robbins, Sophia Danker Christensen,
Isaac Kuenzli, Hannah Hansen, Bill & Becky Taylor, Geraldine Nicholson, Greg Reinders,
Mark Lamers, Tom Stuart, Patricia Minchin, Mike Hassay

Merciful God,

receive our prayer.
For this congregation, for visitors and those new to this faith community, that all may recognize

the presence of Christ in each new face. Draw this community together in love and strengthen it
in unwavering faith. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.
For the saints before us whose work is done, that their faithful example continues to direct your

church. May their witness remind us that your gifts and calling are irrevocable, whether in life or
death. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.
Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we ask in the name of

your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.
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PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And aiso with you.

OFFERING

We Are an Offering (ELW 692)
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Text: Dwight Liles, b. 1957
Music: Dwight Liles
Text and music © 1984 Word Music, LLC

OFFERING PRAYER

Loving God,

we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts.

Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love,

so that all creation can taste your abundance.
We ask this in the name of Jesus,
through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever.

Amen.
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GREAT THANKSGIVING
DIALOGUE (ACS p. 36)
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ACS p. 36)
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Holy God, mighty and merciful,
your people praise you, saying:
Your mercy endures forever.
Your mercy endures forever.

By your promise

you bound yourself to earth and all its creatures,
granting them life and calling them to flourish,
setting the sign of your bow in the clouds,
the colors of your love and faithfulness.
Your mercy endures forever.

Your mercy endures forever.
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A By your promise

you bound yourself to your people of old,
blessing them with family outnumbering the stars
and calling them to be a blessing to others,
showing them steadfast love in every generation
and calling them to be a light to the nations.
Your mercy endures forever.

Your mercy endures forever.

By your promise

you joined us to Jesus, your Beloved,

grafting us into your living Vine,

and calling us to bear the fruit of your self-giving love.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

With this bread and cup
we remember his life laid down and lifted up

as we proclaim the mystery of faith.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Send your Holy Spirit upon us

and these gifts of bread and wine.

Bless us to be a blessing.

Make us a sign of your faithfulness.

Send us to tend and cherish the earth

and to serve the world with mercy and love.

With [ _name/s _ and] all the saints in light,
with the earth and all its creatures,

with sun and moon and stars,

we praise you, O God, through Christ Jesus,
in your Spirit, now and forever.

Amen.
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LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

Give us

on earth as it is in heaven.
this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those

who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Heaven has come near.
Come, share in the feast!

LAMB OF GOD (ACS p. 40)
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BE KNOWN TO US
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN One Bread, One Body (ELW 496)
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN (IF NEEDED) Let Us Break Bread Together (ELW 471)

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION (ACS p. 41)

Let us pray. Living God, as the disciples ate and drank with their risen Lord, we have been
nourished with the very presence of Christ. Through this meal may we be strengthened to keep
your word and to proclaim the power of your love in Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

BLESSING
The peace of God, which surpasses all understanding,
keep your hearts and your minds in + Christ Jesus. Amen.

SENDING SONG My Faith Looks Up to Thee (ELW 759)
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Text: Ray Palmer, 1808-1887
Music: OLIVET, Lowell Mason, 1792-1872



DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.
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