16th Sunday after Pentecost September 12 & 13, 2026

Introduction to the day
In today’s second reading Paul questions why we judge one another, since we all stand before

the judgment of God. Yet we do sin against one another, and Jesus’ challenge that we forgive
seventy-seven times reveals God’s boundless mercy. When we hear the words of forgiveness in
worship and sign ourselves with the cross, we are renewed in baptism to be signs of

reconciliation in the world.
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (ACS p. 8)
Blessed be the holy Trinity,

*+ one God,

who creates, redeems, and sustains us

and all of creation.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

To you, O God,
all hearts are open, to you all desires known. We come to you, confessing our sins.

Forgive us in your mercy, and remember us in your love. Show us your ways; teach us
your paths; and lead us in justice and truth, for the sake of your goodness in Jesus Christ
our Savior.

Amen.

By water and the Holy Spirit God gives you a new birth, and through the death and resurrection of
% Jesus Christ, God forgives you all your sins. The God of mercy and might strengthen you in all

goodness and keep you in eternal life.
Amen.



GATHERING SONG Ten Thousand Reasons: Bless the Lord, O My Soul (ACS 1097)
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Text: Matt Redman, b, 1974, and Jonas Myrin, b. 1982
Music: Matt Redman and Jonas Myrin TEN THOUSAND RIEASOFI\JSr
rregula

Text and music © 2011 Thankyou Music/ Atlas Mountain Songs / worshiptogether.com Songs / sixsteps Music, admin. CapitolCMGPublishing.com
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GREETING

Christ has called us to this place,
gathered one and all by his Holy Spirit
We are followers of Christ
who seek to hear the Word,
live the Word, and share the Word.
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE (ACS p. 12)
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iA-le-lu-ya!;jA - mén!
Al-le-lu-ia! A - men!

jA-le-lu-ya!jA - mén!
Al-le-lu-ia! A - men!

jA-le-lu-ya! {A - mén!
Al-le-lu-ia! A - men!

jA-le-lu-yal! ;A - mén!
Al-le-lu-1a! A - men!

jA-le-lu-ya! jA - mén!
Al-le-lu-ia! A - men!

jA -le-lu-ya! jA - mén!
Al-le-lu-ia! A - men!

jA-le-lu-ya!jA - mén!
Al-le - Iu - ia!

A - men!

2 Glory to God,
glory to God,
glory to Christ Jesus!

3 Glory to God,
glory to God,
glory to the Spirit!

jA-le-]Ju-yal ;A -
Al - le - lu - ia!

mén!

A - men!

2 Gloria a Dios,
gloria a Dios,
gloria a Jesucristo!

3 Gloria a Dios,
gloria a Dios,
gloria al Espiritu!




PRAYER OF THE DAY
The Lord be with you. And also with you. Let us pray.
O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness. Replace our

hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore you, that we may delight in doing your will,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

SPECIAL MUSIC
5:30 8:30 Praise Team 11:00

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE

FIRST READING: Genesis 50:15-21

A reading from Genesis.
After Jacob’s death the brothers of Joseph begged for forgiveness for the crime they had done
against him. You intended to do me harm, Joseph said, but God used this as an opportunity to do

good and save many lives.

'*Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph'’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still bears a
grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to him?” *° So they
approached Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction before he died, '’ ‘Say to Joseph: |
beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong they did in harming you.” Now therefore
please forgive the crime of the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke
to him. 'f:rhen his brothers also wept, fell down before him, and said, “We are here as your
slaves.” '? But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am | in the place of God? *° Even though
you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in order to preserve a numerous people,
as he is doing today. *' So have no fear; | myself will provide for you and your little ones.” In this
way he reassured them, speaking kindly to them.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 103:[1-7] 8-13
LorD, you are full of compassion and mercy. (Ps. 103:8)

[ 'Bless the LORD, O my soul,
_and all that is within me, bless God's holy name.
“Bless the LORD, O my soul,
_ and forget not all God’s benefits—
“who forgives all your sins
~ and heals all your diseases;
“who redeems your life from the grave
and crowns you with steadfast love and mercy;
°who satisfies your desires with good things
~ so that your youth is renewed like an eagle’s.
” O LORD, you provide vindication
_and justice for all who are oppressed.
"You made known your ways to Moses
and your works to the children of Israel.
] °LoRD, you are full of compassion and mercy,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love;
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®you will not always accuse us,
~_nor will you keep your anger forever.
'“You have not dealt with us according to our sins,
nor repaid us according to our iniquities.
"' For as the heavens are high above the earth,
__so great is your steadfast love for those who fear you.
'“ As far as the east is from the west,
~_so far have you removed our transgressions from us.
" As a father has compassion for his children,
so you have compassion for those who fear you, O LORD.

SECOND READING: Romans 14:1-12

A reading from Romans.
This Christian community has significant struggles with diversity. Here Paul helps us understand

that despite different practices in worship and personal piety, we do not judge one another. All
Christians belong to the Lord Jesus Christ who died for all of us and will judge each of us.

"Welcome those who are weak in faith but not for the purpose of quarreling over opinions. *Some
believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. * Those who eat must not despise
those who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass judgment on those who eat, for God has
welcomed them. “Who are you to pass judgment on slaves of another? It is before their own lord
that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand.

°Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be alike. Let all
be fully convinced in their own minds. ° Those who observe the day, observe it for the Lord. Also
those who eat, eat for the Lord, since they give thanks to God, while those who abstain, abstain
for the Lord and give thanks to God.

"For we do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. * If we live, we live to the
Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the
Lord’s. °For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead and
the living.

"“Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise your
brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. '’ For it is written,

“As | live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me,
and every tongue shall give praise to God.”
“So then, each one of us will be held accountable.
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ACS p. 14)
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GOSPEL: Matthew 18:21-35
The holy gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord.

When Peter asks about the limits of forgiveness, Jesus responds with a parable that suggests
human forgiveness should mirror the unlimited mercy of God.

“' Peter came and said to [Jesus,] “Lord if my brother or sister sins against me, how often should
| forgive? As many as seven times?” ~~ Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, | tell you,

seventy -seven times.

“*“For this reason the klngdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle

accounts with his slaves. ° When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand
talents was brought to him, ““and, as he could not pay, the lord ordered him to be sold, together
with his wife and children and all h|s possessions and payment to be made. *° So the slave fell on
his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and | will pay you everythlng ' " And out of
pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. *° But that same slave,
as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii, and seizing
him by the throat he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ “Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with
him, ‘Have patience with me, and | will pay you.” *“ But he refused; then he went and threw him
into prison until he would pay the debt. © When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they
were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken place. ** Then
his lord summoned him and said to him, "You wicked slave! | forgave you all that debt because
you pleaded with me. ** Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as | had mercy on
you'?’ " And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his entire debt.

" So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or
sister from your heart.”
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pr. Luke



HYMN OF THE DAY

Forgive Our Sins As We Forgive

(ELW 605)
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1 “For - give our sins as we for-give,” you taught us, Lord, to pray;
2 How can your par - don reach and bless the un - for-giv -ing heart
3 In blaz - ing light your cross re - veals the truth we dim -1ly knew:
4 Lord, cleanse the depths with - in ~ our souls and bid re-sent-ment cease;
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but you a - lone can grant us grace to live the words we say.
that broods on wrongs and will not let old bit - ter - ness de - part?
how wi - fling oth - ers’ debts to us; how great our debt to you!
then, by your mer - cy rec - on-ciled, our lives will spread your peace.

Text: Rosamond E. Herklots, 1905-1987, alt.
Music: DETROIT, The Sacred Harp, Philadelphia, 1844
Text © Oxford University Press 1969.

APOSTLES' CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the

power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the

life everlasting. Amen

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
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Faith Begins by Letting Go (ACS 1004)

0

1 L l I 1
)" 1] [] ] 1 [] i . 1
o e
. o o & = —T—+—§—'F—+¢
1 Faith be-gins by let-ting go, giv-ing up what had seemed sure,
2 Faith en-dures by hold-ing on, keep-ing mem-'ry’s roots a - live

3 Faith ma-tures by reach-ing out, stretch-ing minds, en - larg - ing hearts,

| | _
S e e e =i
] e A ||||rl
D
Bt :;;:#_,'-i:l—!.'
N o ¢ z r—y »

less

s€ - cure:

though the way feels
prom - ise - fed, our souls will thrive,

bind - ing up the bro-ken parts;

tak - ing risks and press-ing on,
so that hope may bear its fruit;
shar-ing strug- gles, liv - ing prayer,

2
 — » 1
o+ ¢ e e i e
l 1 I r’ |! ] i 1 | : ! -
| I ; : ] 1 ;
. e ——— T
= A B A
pil - grim - age bothright and odd, trust-ing all our life to God.
not through mer - it we pos-sess but by God’s great faith - ful - ness.
till  we find the com-mon-place ripe with wit-ness to God’s grace.
e e e e e e —s
/’ - H d'_ H_ i ] i P P 1 [ I- !
r — : | | — r 1 T

Text: Carl P. Daw Jr., b. 1944
Music: RATISBON, J. G. Wemner, Choralbuch, 1815
Text © 1996 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved.

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.
Gracious God, you bless us with gifts of guidance, new life, growth in grace, and fruitful labor.

Accept the first fruits of time and toil, field and orchard we offer here. Bless and multiply these
gifts to our nurture and the care of your creation; for the sake of your Son, our Savior Jesus

Christ.
Amen.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Reminded of God'’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, confident that God hears

us.

Move your church throughout the world away from judging and despising others. Lead us to
embody the forgiveness you have given us in Jesus. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.
The endless beauty of your creation reminds us of your mercy. Protect those who care for farms

and ranches. Guide those who lead us to wonder at your creation. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.
Raise up leaders (like John Chrysostom, Bishop of Constantinople, whom we remember today) to

hold all in authority accountable for any misuse of the power entrusted to them. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Calm the fears of all in need with your promises. Compassionately free the lives of any who feel
bound by their failures. Remember your children in need (especially).

Mel Satnan, Stephany Sanborn, Dawn Jensen, John Robbins, Sophia Danker Christensen,
Isaac Kuenzli, Bill & Becky Taylor, Greg Reinders, Tom Stuart, Patricia Minchin, Mike Hassay,

Sue Pagan, Pam Wilson, LaDonna Jeffrey

Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.
Ground this congregation in the welcome you show us in forgiving our sin. Inspire each of us to

welcome others for your honor and glory. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.
With you is found the joy and promise of eternal life. Keep us in that joy as we remember

(name/s, and) all those who have gone before us. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.
Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and whatever else you see

that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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BLESSING

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord’s face shine on you
with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor

and '+ give you peace.

Amen.
SENDING SONG God's Work, Our Hands (ACS 1000)
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1 God’s work, our hands: work - ing to - geth - er,
2 God’s work, our feet: trav-'ling to - geth - e,
3 God’s work, our voice: sing -ing to - geth - er
4 God is at work in and a - round us:
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seed - lings are sprout-ing and bread’s on the rise!
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walk - ing as friends, march - ing  for free - dom,
pray - ing  for peace, shout - ing  for jus - tice,
Washed and set free, hum - bled and hon - ored,
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feed - ing the hun - gry and shelt-’ring the cold.
run - ning the race with God’s fu - ture the goal.
claim - ing God’s love for the lost and the least.
gift - ed by grace, we re - spond in God’s love.
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Bless, God, our hands as we work in your name,
Bless, God, our feet as we fol - low your way,
Bless, God, our voice as we speak in your name,
Bless, God, our lives as we an - swer your  call,
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shar - ing  the good news of your  gos - pel.
shar - ing  the good news of your gos - pel.
shar - ing  the good news of your gos - pel.
shar - ing  the good news of your  gos - pel.

Text: Wayne L. Wold, b. 1954

Music: EARTH AND ALL STARS, David N. Johnson, 1922-1987
Text © 2019 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, admin. Augsburg Fortress
Music © 1968 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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