17th Sunday after Pentecost September 19 & 20, 2026

Introduction to the day
Matthew narrates one of Jesus’ controversial parables in which Jesus says that the reign of God

is like that of a landowner who pays his workers the same wage no matter what time of day they
began to work. When God changes God’s mind about punishing Nineveh for their evil ways,
Jonah is angry. Yet God is gracious and merciful, abounding in steadfast love. In baptism we
receive the grace of God that is freely given to all. As Martin Luther wrote, in the presence of

God’'s mercy we are all beggars.
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (ACS p. 8)
Blessed be the holy Trinity,

*+ one God,

who creates, redeems, and sustains us

and all of creation.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

To you, O God,
all hearts are open, to you all desires known. We come to you, confessing our sins.

Forgive us in your mercy, and remember us in your love. Show us your ways; teach us
your paths; and lead us in justice and truth, for the sake of your goodness in Jesus Christ
our Savior.

Amen.

By water and the Holy Spirit God gives you a new birth, and through the death and resurrection of
% Jesus Christ, God forgives you all your sins. The God of mercy and might strengthen you in all

goodness and keep you in eternal life.
Amen.



GATHERING SONG Lord of All Hopefulness (ELW 765)
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1 Lord of all hope - ful - ness, Lord of all joy,
2 Lord of all ea - ger - ness, Lord of all faith,
3 Lord of all kind - i - ness, Lord of all grace,
4 Lord of all gen - tle - ness, Lord of all calm,
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whose trust, ev - er child - like, no cares could de - stroy:
whose strong hands were skilled at the plane and the lathe:
your hands swift to wel - come, your arms to em - brace:
whose voice is con - tent-ment, whose pres-ence is balm:
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be there at our wak - ing, and give us, we pray,
be there at our la - bors, and give us, we pray,
be there at our hom - ing, and give us, we pray,
be there at our sleep-ing, and give us, we pray,
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your bliss in our  hearts, Lord, at the break of the day.
your strength in  our  hearts, Lord, at the noon of the day.
your love in our hearts, Lord, at the eve of the day.
your peace in our  hearts, Lord, at the end of the day.

Text: Jan Struther, 1901-1953
Music: SLANE, Irish traditional
Text © Oxford University Press 1931.

GREETING
Christ has called us to this place,
gathered one and all by his Holy Spirit
We are followers of Christ
who seek to hear the Word,
live the Word, and share the Word.
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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KYRIE (ACS p. 12)
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Have mer - cy, O Lord. Have mer - cy, O Lord.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

The Lord be with you. And also with you. Let us pray.

Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual lovingkindness to us your servants.
Because we cannot rely on our own abilities, grant us your merciful judgment, and train us

to embody the generosity of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

SPECIAL MUSIC
5:30 Praise Team
8:30 Chancel Choir

11:00

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE

FIRST READING: Jonah 3:10—4:11
After Jonah’s short sermon in 3:4, the Ninevites all repented and God decided to spare the city.

Jonah objected to this and became even more angry when God ordered a worm to destroy a
plant that was providing shade. The book ends with a question that challenges any who are not
ready to forgive: You, Jonah, are all worked up about a bush, but shouldn’t | be concerned about

a hundred and twenty thousand Ninevites?

10\When God saw what [the people of Ninevah] did, how they turned from their evil ways, God
changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them, and he did not

doit.
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41 But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. 2 He prayed to the LORD and
said, “O LoRD! Is not this what | said while | was still in my own country? That is why | fled to
Tarshish at the beginning, for | knew that you are a gracious and merciful God, slow to anger,
abounding in steadfast love, and relenting from punishment.  And now, O LORD, please take my
life from me, for it is better for me to die than to live.”  And the LORD said, “Is it right for you to be
angry?” S Then Jonah went out of the city and sat down east of the city and made a booth for
himself there. He sat under it in the shade, waiting to see what would become of the city.

®The LORD God appointed a bush and made it come up over Jonah, to give shade over his
head, to save him from his discomfort, so Jonah was very happy about the bush. " But when
dawn came up the next day, God appointed a worm that attacked the bush, so that it withered.
& When the sun rose, God prepared a sultry east wind, and the sun beat down on the head of
Jonah so that he was faint and asked that he might die. He said, “It is better for me to die than to

live.”

9But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?” And he said, “Yes,
angry enough to die.” '*® Then the LORD said, “You are concerned about the bush, for which you
did not labor and which you did not grow; it came into being in a night and perished in a night.
™ And should I not be concerned about Nineveh, that great city, in which there are more than a
hundred and twenty thousand persons who do not know their right hand from their left and also

many animals?”

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING: Philippians 1:21-30
Paul writes to the Philippians from prison. Though he is uncertain about the outcome of his

imprisonment, he is committed to the ministry of the gospel and calls on the Philippians to live
lives that reflect and enhance the gospel mission.

21For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. 22If | am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor
for me, yet | cannot say which | will choose. 2°| am hard pressed between the two: my desire is to
depart and be with Christ, for that is far better, 2* but to remain in the flesh is more necessary for
you. 2° Since | am convinced of this, | know that I will remain and continue with all of you for your
progress and joy in faith, ¢ so that, by my presence again with you, your boast might abound in
Christ Jesus because of me.

270nly, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether | come and
see you or am absent and hear about you, | will know that you are standing firm in one spirit,
striving side by side with one mind for the faith of the gospel ?¢ and in no way frightened by those
opposing you. For them, this is evidence of their destruction but of your salvation. And this is
God'’s doing. 2° For he has graciously granted you the privilege not only of believing in Christ but
of suffering for him as well, *° since you are having the same struggle that you saw | had and now

hear that | still have.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ACS p. 14)
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GOSPEL: Matthew 20:1-16
The holy gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus tells a parable about God’s generosity, challenging the common assumption that God
rewards people according to what they have earned or deserve.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] ' “The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in
the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2 After agreeing with the laborers for a denarius for
the day, he sent them into his vineyard. > When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others
standing idle in the marketplace, “and he said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and | will
pay you whatever is right.’ So they went. When he went out again about noon and about three
o'clock, he did the same. 8 And about five o’clock he went out and found others standing around,
and he said to them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all day?' ” They said to him, ‘Because no
one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.” ¢ When evening came, the
owner of the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning
with the last and then going to the first.’ ® When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them
received a denarius. '© Now when the first came, they thought they would receive more; but each
of them also received a denarius. "' And when they received it, they grumbled against the
landowner, "2 saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us
who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.” "> But he replied to one of them,
‘Friend, | am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for a denarius? ' Take what belongs
to you and go; | choose to give to this last the same as | give to you. "> Am | not allowed to do
what | choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious because | am generous?’ ™ So the
last will be first, and the first will be last.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pr. Luke
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HYMN OF THE DAY

Refrain/Estribillo
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Take My Life, That | May Be
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2 Take my sil - ver  and my gold,
3 Take my voice and let me sing
4 Take my will and  make it thine;
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beau - ti - ful for thee.
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be thy roy - al throne.

Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836—1879, adapt.; Spanish texi: Vincent Mendoza. 1875-1955
Music: Tonma a voLuNtan, William Dexheimer Pharris, b. 1956

Music © 1999 Augsburg Fortress.
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APOSTLES' CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the

power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the

life everlasting. Amen

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, confident that God hears

us.
Hold your church accountable for our unwillingness to share your good news and our anger at
your generosity to others. Nourish us by your grace to be witnesses to your love. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.
Guide scientists and researchers studying responses to the climate crisis so that all your creation

may inspire us to give thanks for your great goodness. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.
Show employers the benefits of equal pay standards for all their employees. Reconcile conflicts

between employees. Fill places of employment with camaraderie, and bring an end to
employment disparity. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.
Encourage any who cannot work or who cannot work a full day with the truth that their value

comes from your everlasting love for them. Provide for those who are injured, ill, and for all in any
need (especially).

Mel Satnan, Stephany Sanborn, Dawn Jensen, John Robbins, Sophia Danker Christensen,

Isaac Kuenzli, Bill & Becky Taylor, Greg Reinders, Tom Stuart, Patricia Minchin, Mike Hassay,

Sue Pagan, Pam Wilson, LaDonna Jeffrey

Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.
Strengthen all those in this congregation whose labor serves the needs of others in the

community (especially). Inspire all in this congregation to support community endeavors with our
time and talents. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.
Comfort us with the promise of the resurrection as we remember all our loved ones whose desire

to be with Jesus is fulfilled. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.
Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and whatever else you see

that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.



OFFERING Faith Begins by Letting Go (ACS 1004)
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1 Faith be - gins by let - ting go, giv-ing up what hadseemed sure,
2 Faith en-dures by hold -ing on, keep-ing mem-ry’s roots a - live
3 Faith ma-tures by reach-ing out, stretch-ing minds, en - larg - ing hearts,
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pil - grim - age bothright and odd, trust-ing all our life to God.
not through mer -it we pos-sess but by God’s great faith - ful - ness.
till  we find the com-mon-place ripe with wit-ness to God’s grace.

Text: Carl P. Daw Jr., b. 1944
Music: RATISBON, J. G. Werner, Choralbuch, 1815
Text © 1996 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved.

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.
Gracious God, you bless us with gifts of guidance, new life, growth in grace, and fruitful labor.

Accept the first fruits of time and toil, field and orchard we offer here. Bless and multiply these
gifts to our nurture and the care of your creation; for the sake of your Son, our Savior Jesus

Christ. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Blessed are you, O God, creator of heaven and earth. You rescued your covenant people, led

them on all their journeys, and taught them by the prophets. You so loved the world that you gave
your only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Pour out your Holy Spirit in this meal, and make us one in this community of faith and with your
people throughout the world.

Glory and praise to you, O God, Author of life, Word made flesh, Power of the Most High, now
and forever. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.
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LAMB OF GOD
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN As the Grains of Wheat
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may we  share the pres - ence  of your love.
all cre - a - tion shares this feast with you.
Text: Didache, 2nd cent; Marty Haugen, b, 1950
Music: AS THE GRAINS, Marty Haugen
Text and music © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S, Mason Ave.. Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
Come to the Table (ELW 481)

DISTRIBUTION HYMN
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Eat of the bread of sal-va - tion; drink of the blood of the Lamb.
Text: Claire Cloninger, b. 1942
Music: COME TO THE TABLE, Martin J. Nystrom, b. 1956
Text and music © 1991 Integrity’s Hosanna! usic; Juniper Landing Music, admin. Word Music; and Word Music.
SONG AFTER COMMUNION (ACS p. 26)
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION (ACS p. 27)
Let us pray.

We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power of this
gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love

toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

BLESSING

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you

with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor
and + give you peace. Amen.

SENDING SONG

God, Be the Love to Search and Keep Me: O Christ, Surround Me (ACS 1084)
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1 God, be the love to search and keep me; God, be the prayer to
2 Bind to my-self the name of Ho - ly, great cloud of wit - ness-
3 Bright-ness of sun and glow of moon-light, flash - ing of light- ning,
4 Walk - ing be-hind to hem my jour-ney, go - ing a - head
5 Christ in the eyes of all who see me, Christ in the ears
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move my voice; God, be the strength to now up-hold me:
es en - fold; proph-ets, a - pos - tles, an - gels wit - ness:
strength of wind, depth of the sea to  soil of plan - et:
light my way, and from be - neath, a - bove, and all

hear my voice, Christ in the hearts of all

who know me:

i Refrain
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0] Christ, su

0] Christ, sur - round me;

Text: Richard Bruxvoort Colligan, b. 1967
Music: GREEN TYLER, Richard Bruxvoort Colligan
Text and music © 2004 This Here Music, admin. Augsburg Fortress

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
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r - round me.




