20th Sunday after Pentecost October 10 & 11, 2026

Introduction to the day
In Isaiah we are given a vision of the great feast to come, when God will wipe away death forever.

In Jesus' parable about a great banquet, those invited do not come, so the invitation is extended
to others. In our liturgy God spreads a table before us. Even amid anxiety and hardship we
rejoice in the peace of God which surpasses all understanding. With great joy we feast at the
table of the Lord, and we go forth to share the wonderful invitation with others hungering and

thirsting for the abundant life of God.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

CALL TO WORSHIP

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (ACS p. 8)
Blessed be the holy Trinity,

-+ one God,

who creates, redeems, and sustains us
and all of creation.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

To you, O God,
all hearts are open, to you all desires known. We come to you, confessing our sins.

Forgive us in your mercy, and remember us in your love. Show us your ways; teach us
your paths; and lead us in justice and truth, for the sake of your goodness in Jesus Christ

our Savior.
Amen.

By water and the Holy Spirit God gives you a new birth, and through the death and resurrection of
-+ Jesus Christ, God forgives you all your sins. The God of mercy and might strengthen you in all

goodness and keep you in eternal life.
Amen.



GATHERING SONG

Come, Share the Spirit

(ACS 1045)
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1 Come, share the Spir - it, God has called us to  ven- tures
2 Come, drown your sins be-neath the wa - ters where life flows
3 Come, God in - vites us to the ban - quet that ev - 'ry
4 Come, let us tell the gos - pel sto - 1y, how God has
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in the life of faith, to bring good tid - ings to  the
from the gran-ite rock, the stone from which our Lord has
peo - ple soon will share, with shouts of joy and loud thanks-
giv - en us new birth and rais - es us to live for
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need -y, to tel of vic - try o - ver death.
ris - en, our cor - ner - stone and build-ing block.
giv - ing be - fore God’s throne we will ap - pear.
oth - ers, to speak good news through-out the -earth.
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Christ speaks and all of life is new;
Christ speaks and rais - es from the dead
Christ speaks and bids us sit and dine;
Christ speaks and life is come a - gain.
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God’s word  is pure and it is true.
all those who  hear the liv - ing Word.
his bod - vy, bread, his blood, the wine.
Good news, good news for ev - ’ry - one!

Text: Gracia Grindal, b. 1943, alt.

Music: ST. PAUL'S, ARDMORE, Robert A. Hobby, b. 1962

Text © 1987 Augsburg Fortress
Music © 2017 Augsburg Fortress
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GREETING
Christ has called us to this place,
gathered one and all by his Holy Spirit
We are followers of Christ
who seek to hear the Word,
live the Word, and share the Word.
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE (ACS p. 12)
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1 ;Glo-ria a Dios, glo-ria a Dios, glo-ria en los cie - los!
1 Glo-ry to God, glo-ry to God, glo-ry in the  high - est!
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iGlo-ria a Dios, glo-ria a Dios, glo-ria en los cie - los!

Glo-ry to God, glo-ry to God, glo-ry in the  high - est!
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(A Dios la glo-ria por siem-pre! ;A Dios la glo-ria por siem-pre!
To God be glo-ry for-ev - er! To God be glo-ry for-ev - er!
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iA-le-lu-yal jA - mén! jA-le-lu-ya!jA - mén! jA-le-lu-yaljA - mén!
Al-le-lu-ja! A - men! Al-le-lu-ia! A - men! Al-lJe-lu-ia! A - men!

jA-le-lu-ya!jA - mén! jA-le-lu-ya!jA - mén! jA-le-lu-yaljA - mén!
Al-le-lu-ia! A - men! Al-le-lu-ia! A - men! Al-le-lu-ia! A - men!
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iA-le-1lu-yal (A - mén! iA-le-1lu-ya! ;A - mén!

Al-le-lu-ial A - men! Al-le-1u-ia! A - men!
2 Glory to God, 2 iGloria a Dios,
glory to God, gloria a Dios,
glory to Christ Jesus! gloria_a Jesucristo!
3 Glory to God, 3 ;Gloria a Dios,
glory to God, gloria a Dios,
glory to the Spirit! gloria al Espiritu!
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
The Lord be with you. And also with you. Let us pray.
Lord of the feast, you have prepared a table before all peoples and poured out your life

with abundance. Call us again to your banquet. Strengthen us by what is honorable, just,
and pure, and transform us into a people of righteousness and peace, through Jesus

Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

SPECIAL MUSIC
5:30 Praise Team
8:30 Chancel Choir
11:00 Ramsey Ellefson

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

FIRST READING: Isaiah 25:1-9
After a hymn of praise acknowledging God as a shelter for the poor, the prophet portrays a

wonderful victory banquet at which death—which in ancient Canaan was depicted as a monster
swallowing up everyone—uwill be swallowed up forever. The prophet urges celebration of this

victory of salvation.

'O LORD, you are my God;
I will exalt you; | will praise your name,
for you have done wonderful things,
plans formed of old, faithful and sure.
2For you have made the city a heap,
the fortified city a ruin;
the palace of foreigners is a city no more;
it will never be rebuilt.
° Therefore strong peoples will glorify you;
cities of ruthless nations will fear you.
“For you have been a refuge to the poor,
a refuge to the needy in their distress,
a shelter from the rainstorm and a shade from the heat.
When the blast of the ruthless was like a winter rainstorm,
Sthe noise of foreigners like heat in a dry place,
you subdued the heat with the shade of clouds;
the song of the ruthless was stilled.

5On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples

a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines,

of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear.
“And he will destroy on this mountain

the shroud that is cast over all peoples,

the covering that is spread over all nations;

®he will swallow up death forever.
Then the Lord Gop will wipe away the tears from all faces,

and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth,

for the LORD has spoken.



1t will be said on that day,
“See, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us.
This is the LORD for whom we have waited;
let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.”
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 23
You prepare a table before me, and my cup is running over. (Ps. 23:5)

"The LORD is my shepherd;
| shall not be in want.
?The LORD makes me lie down in green pastures
and leads me beside still waters.
°You restore my soul, O LORD,
and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake.
“Though | walk through the valley of the shadow of death, | shall fear no evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
5You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over.
¢ Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.

SECOND READING: Philippians 4:1-9
Though writing from prison and facing an uncertain future, Paul calls on the Philippians to rejoice

and give thanks to God no matter what the circumstance. God’s peace is with us and binds
together our hearts and minds in Jesus Christ, especially when things around us do not seem

peaceful.

I My brothers and sisters, whom | love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in the Lord in
this way, my beloved.

#| urge Euodia and | urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord. *Yes, and | ask you
also, my loyal companion, help these women, for they have struggled beside me in the work of
the gospel, together with Clement and the rest of my coworkers, whose names are in the book of
life.
4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again | will say, Rejoice. ° Let your gentleness be known to
everyone. The Lord is near. ¢ Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. * And the peace of God,
which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

¢ Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just,
whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and
if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. ¢ As for the things that you have
learned and received and heard and noticed in me, do them, and the God of peace will be with

you.
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ACS p. 14)
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A-le - lu-ya, a-le-lu - ya. A-le - lu-ya, a-le-lu - ya.
Al-le - lu-ia, al-le-lu - ia. Al-le - lu - ia, al -le-lu - ia.
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GOSPEL: Matthew 22:1-14
The holy gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus tells a parable indicating that the blessings of God’s kingdom are available to all, but the
invitation is not to be taken lightly.

Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: ?“The kingdom of heaven may be
compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his son. *He sent his slaves to call those
who had been invited to the wedding banquet, but they would not come. ¢ Again he sent other
slaves, saying, ‘Tell those who have been invited: Look, | have prepared my dinner, my oxen and
my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready; come to the wedding banquet.’
5 But they made light of it and went away, one to his farm, another to his business, ®while the rest
seized his slaves, mistreated them, and killed them. ” The king was enraged. He sent his troops,
destroyed those murderers, and burned their city.  Then he said to his slaves, ‘The wedding is
ready, but those invited were not worthy. ®Go therefore into the main streets, and invite everyone
you find to the wedding banquet.’ ® Those slaves went out into the streets and gathered all whom
they found, both good and bad, so the wedding hall was filled with guests.

11“But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing
a wedding robe, '?and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding robe?’
And he was speechless. °* Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, and
throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ ™ For
many are called, but few are chosen.”
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
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HYMN OF THE DAY Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart! (ELW 873)
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I Re - joice, ye  pure in  heart! Re - joice, give thanks,and sing;
2 With voice as full and strong as o - cean’s surg - ing praise,
3 With all the an-gel choirs, with all the saints on earth
4 Stll ILift your stan-dard high, still march in firm ar - ray,
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your fes - tal ban - ner wave on high, the cross of Christ your king.
send forth the stur - dy hymns of old, the psalms of an - cient days.

pour out the strains of joy and bliss, true rap - ture, no - blest mirth.
as  pil - grims through the dark - ness wend till dawns the gol-den day.
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Re - joice! Re - joice! Re - joice, give thanks,and sing!
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Re - joice! Re - joice!
5 Atlast the march shall end; 6 Praise God who reigns on high,
the wearied ones shall rest; the Lord whom we adore:
the pilgrims find their home at last, the Father, Son, and Spirit blest,
Jerusalem the blest. Refiain one God forevermore. Refrain

Text: Edward H. Plumptre, 18211891, alt.
Music: MARION, Arthur H. Messiter, 1834-1916
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APOSTLES' CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the

power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the
life everlasting. Amen

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERING For the Beauty of the Earth (ELW 879)
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1 For the beau-ty of the earth, for the beau-ty of the skies,
2 For the won-der of each hour of the day and of the night,
3 For the joy of ear and eye, for the heart and mind’s de - light,
4 For the joy of hu-man love, broth-er, sis - ter, par - ent, child,
5 For each per-fect gift of thine, peace on ecarth and joy in heav’n;
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for  the love which from our birth o-ver and a-round wus lies:
hill and wvale and tree and flow’r, sun and moon and stars of light:
for the mys-tic har-mo-ny link-ing sense to sound and sight:
friends on  earth and friends a - bove; for all gen - tle thoughts and mild:
for thy - self, best gift di- vine, to our world so free - ly giv'n:

Refrain
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Christ, our  God, to thee we raise this our sac-ri-fice of  praise.

Text: Folliott S. Pierpoint, 1835-1917, alt.
Music: DIX, Conrad Kocher, 1786-1872
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OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray. '
Gracious God, you bless us with gifts of guidance, new life, growth in grace, and fruitful labor.

Accept the first fruits of time and toil, field and orchard we offer here. Bless and mqltiply these
gifts to our nurture and the care of your creation; for the sake of your Son, our Savior Jesus

Christ. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Seeking the Spirit of God who makes all things new, we pray for the church and the world.

Holy God, we remember your promise of unity on your holy mountain. Empower the World
Council of Churches and all those working across religious difference, that the world may know
your undivided love. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.
We remember your promise of green pastures and quiet waters. Preserve all places of natural

beauty and restore our relationship with the land. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.
We remember your promise to not abandon us amid storm and disaster. Renew all communities

facing disasters (regions in crisis may be named) and give your courage to those leading relief
efforts. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.
We remember your promise to wipe away every tear. Heal and console all who are sick or

suffering (especially).

Mel Satnan, Stephany Sanborn, John Robbins, Sophia Danker Christensen, Isaac Kuenzli,
Bill & Becky Taylor, Greg Reinders, Mike Hassay, Sue Pagan, Patricia Minchin, Ladonna Jeffrey,

Alyce Hassay, Andrea Saar, Edie Goodwin

Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great. _
We remember your promise of a banquet open to all people. Challenge this congregation to open

wide our doors and welcome everyone to the table. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.
We remember your promise to swallow up death forever. We give thanks for those who have

gone before us. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great. _
Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, we lift up these spoken prayers and those in our hearts;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

BLESSING

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you

with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor
and + give you peace.

Amen.
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SENDING SONG I've Got the Joy, Joy, Joy (TFF 257)
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1 I've got the joy, joy, joy, joy,
2 Pve got the peace that pass - es un - der - stand - ing,
3 I’'ve got the love of Je - sus, love of Je - sus,
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down in my heart, down in my heart, down in my heart;
down in my heart, down in my heart, down in my heart;
down in  my heart, down in my heart, down in my heart;
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I've got the joy, joy, joys joy,;
I've got the peace that pass - es un - der - stand - ing,
I've got the love of Je - sus, love of Je - sus,
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down in my heart, down in my heart to stay.
down in my heart, down in my heart to stay.
down in my heart, down in my heart to stay.
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Text: George W. Cooke

Music: DOWN IN MY HEART. George W. Cooke
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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