21st Sunday after Pentecost Sunday, October 17 & 18, 2026

Introduction to the day
In today’s first reading God uses the Gentile ruler Cyrus to accomplish divine purposes. When the

Pharisees try to trap Jesus, he tells them to give the emperor what belongs to him and to God
what belongs to God. To gather for worship reminds us that our ultimate allegiance is to God
rather than to any earthly authority. Created in the image of God, we offer our entire selves in the

service of God and for the sake of the world.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (ACS p. 8)
Blessed be the holy Trinity,

+ one God,

who creates, redeems, and sustains us

and all of creation.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

To you, O God,
all hearts are open, to you all desires known. We come to you, confessing our sins.

Forgive us in your mercy, and remember us in your love. Show us your ways; teach us
your paths; and lead us in justice and truth, for the sake of your goodness in Jesus Christ

our Savior.
Amen.

By water and the Holy Spirit God gives you a new birth, and through the death and resurrection of
+ Jesus Christ, God forgives you all your sins. The God of mercy and might strengthen you in all

goodness and keep you in eternal life.
Amen.



GATHERING SONG God Is Here! (ELW 526)
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here, in new-ness and re-new - al, God the Spir-it comes to each.
what it meansin dai -ly liv-ing to be - lieveand to a - dore.
we, who can-not live with-out you, we a - dore you! We be - lieve!

Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000
Music: ABBOT'S LEIGH, Cyril V. Taylor, 1907-1991
Text © 1979 and Music © 1942, ren. 1970 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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GREETING
Christ has called us to this place,
gathered one and all by his Holy Spirit
We are followers of Christ
who seek to hear the Word,
live the Word, and share the Word.
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

KYRIE (ACS p. 12)
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Have mer - cy, O Lord. Have mer - cy, O Lord.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
The Lord be with you. And also with you. Let us pray.
Sovereign God, raise your throne in our hearts. Created by you, let us live in your image;

created for you, let us act for your glory; redeemed by you, let us give you what is yours,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

SPECIAL MUSIC
5:30 Chancel Choir
8:30

11:00 Praise Team
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CHILDREN'S MESSAGE - 3 YR & 3RfP GRADE BIBLES

Thanksgiving for Water and the Word
Today we give thanks for the gift of baptism by together recalling what reformer Martin Luther

wrote about this gift in the Small Catechism. He writes: “Baptism is not simply plain water.
Instead, it is water used according to God’s command and connected with God’s word... How can
water do such great things? Clearly the water does not do it, but the word of God, which is with
and alongside the water, and faith, which trusts this word of God in the water. For without the
word of God the water is plain water and not a baptism, but with the word of God it is a baptism,
that is, a grace-filled water of life and a bath of the new birth in the Holy Spirit.

Presentation of Bibles
Today we have our 3 Grade youth and the 3-year old children of the congregation gathered at

the font. When you were baptized, your family and your church family made some promises to
God. We promised to

live with you among God’s faithful people,

bring you to the word of God and the holy supper,

teach you the Lord’s Prayer, the Creed,

and the Ten Commandments,
place in your hands the holy scriptures,
and nurture you in faith and prayer.

Third Graders, you are now at an age when many of you are beginning to read well and can read
the Bible for yourself! And you younger ones, many of you are ever more excited by story time
with parents and grandparents, and are becoming interested in the ways that pictures on a page
can tell you the same story you're hearing. Together as families and as the Church, we are going
to fulfill our promise to God to place in your hands the holy scriptures. Parents, | invite you to
place the Bible in your child’s hands and speak these words:

May you find God in these scriptures, the holy story of God’s love for us, and may it open
your eyes to see God in the world around you. Amen.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 45:1-7
The prophet announces that Cyrus the Persian emperor is the one the LORD has anointed to end

Israel’s exile. The LORD makes this choice so that the whole world will recognize this LORD as the
only God. Persia had a god of light and a god of darkness; the LORD claims sovereignty over both

light and darkness.

' Thus says the LORD to his anointed, to Cyrus,
whose right hand | have grasped
to subdue nations before him
and to strip kings of their robes,
to open doors before him—
and the gates shall not be closed:
2| will go before you
and level the mountains;
| will break in pieces the doors of bronze
and cut through the bars of iron;



31 will give you the treasures of darkness
and riches hidden in secret places,
so that you may know that it is |, the LORD,
the God of Israel, who call you by your name.
“For the sake of my servant Jacob
and Israel my chosen,
| call you by your name;
| give you a title, though you do not know me.
5| am the LORD, and there is no other:;
besides me there is no god.
I arm you, though you do not know me,
¢so that they may know, from the rising of the sun
and from the west, that there is no one besides me;
| am the LORD, and there is no other.
7] form light and create darkness,
I make weal and create woe;
| the LORD do all these things.
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING: 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10
Most likely this letter is the first written by Paul. Paul gives pastoral encouragement and
reassurances to new Christians living in an antagonistic environment. Their commitment of faith,

love, and hope makes them a model for other new Christian communities.

' Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy,
To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ:

Grace to you and peace.

2We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our prayers, constantly
3 remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness
of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.  For we know, brothers and sisters beloved by God, that he has
chosen you, ®because our message of the gospel came to you not in word only but also in power
and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as you know what kind of persons we proved to
be among you for your sake. ® And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for in spite of
persecution you received the word with joy from the Holy Spirit, " so that you became an example
to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. & For the word of the Lord has sounded forth from
you not only in Macedonia and Achaia but in every place your faith in God has become known, so
that we have no need to speak about it. ° For they report about us what kind of welcome we had
among you and how you turned to God from idols to serve a living and true God '°and to wait for
his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead—Jesus, who rescues us from the coming

wrath.
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ACS p. 14)
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GOSPEL: Matthew 22:15-22
The holy gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord.

After Jesus begins teaching in the temple, religious leaders try to trap him with questions. First
they ask if God'’s people should pay taxes to an earthly tyrant like Caesar.

5 The Pharisees went and plotted to entrap [Jesus] in what he said. '® So they sent their disciples
to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are sincere, and teach the
way of God in accordance with truth, and show deference to no one, for you do not regard people
with partiality. '” Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar or not?” '* But
Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why are you putting me to the test, you hypocrites? ' Show
me the coin used for the tax.” And they brought him a denarius. 2° Then he said to them, “Whose
head is this and whose title?” ' They answered, “Caesar’s.” Then he said to them, “Give
therefore to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s and to God the things that are God’s.” 22 When
they heard this, they were amazed, and they left him and went away.

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pr. Luke
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HYMN OF THE DAY

Lift Every Voice and Sing
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2 Ston-y the road we trod, bit - ter the chas - t'ning  rod,
3 God of our wea - ry years, God of our si - lent tears,
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We have come o - ver a way that with tears has been wa - tered;
Lest our feet stray from the plac-es, our God, where we met thee;
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sing a song full of the hope that  the pres - ent has brought  us;

we have come, tread-ing our path through the blood of the slaugh - tered,

lest, our hearts drunk with the wine of the world, we for- get thee;
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out from the gloom-y past, till now we stand at last
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u — . A
_# ; - 1 ¥ i T 1 1 5 i 1
1 1 1 -t -l 1 1 [l 1 ] 1) i
i = ——=  ——— m— .-
»] i
let us march on till  vic - to -~ 1y is won.
where the white gleam of  our bright star is cast.
true to our God, true to our na - tive  land.

Text: James W. Johnson, 1871-1938

Music: LIFT EVERY VOICE AND SING, J. Rosamond Johnson, 1873-1954

(ELW 841)



APOSTLES' CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the

power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the

life everlasting. Amen

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Seeking the Spirit of God who makes all things new, we pray for the church and the world.

Living and true God, you inspire us to share the message of the gospel. Give your spirit of love to
seminarians and those beginning their lives in ordained ministry (local seminarians or newly
called ministers may be named). Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.
We give you thanks for the majesty of our oceans. Protect the abundant life within them and

sustain all those who work to preserve them. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.
We seek your wisdom in all things. Direct all who hold positions of authority around the world, that

they act with compassion, seeking the good of all. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.
We pray for all people who work in dangerous or degrading environments. Grant them safety and

courage, and heal all those who are injured, sick, or suffering (especially).

Mel Satnan, Stephany Sanborn, John Robbins, Sophia Danker Christensen, Isaac Kuenzli,
Bill & Becky Taylor, Greg Reinders, Mike Hassay, Sue Pagan, Patricia Minchin, Ladonna Jeffrey,

Alyce Hassay, Andrea Saar

Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.
We ask your blessing on those who do the quiet, unseen work of the church (congregational

ministries may be named). Encourage them in their work of faith and labor of love. Hear us, O

God.

Your mercy is great.
We thank you for our ancestors who have been called home to you (especially). Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.
We ask your blessing on those who do the quiet, unseen and seen work of the church that

blesses worship services — Chancel choir, bell choir, praise team, choir on fire, and the directors;
lectors, assisting ministers, ushers, altar guild, acolytes and preachers. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.
Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, we lift up these spoken prayers and those in our hearts;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERING For the Beauty of the Earth
i
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(ELW 879)
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1 For the beau-ty of the earth, for the beau-ty of the skies,
2 For the won-der of each hour of the day and of the n'1ght,
3 For the joy of ear and eye, for the heart and mind’s de - light,
4 For the joy of hu-man love, broth-er, sis - ter, par - ent, child,
5 For each per-fect gift of thine, peace on earth and joy in heav’'n;
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for the love which from our birth o- ver and a-round us

lies:

hill —and wvale and tree and flow’r, sun and moon and stars  of light:
for the mys-tic har-mo-ny link-ing sense to sound and sight:
friends on  earth and friends a - bove; for all gen - tle thoughts and mild:
for thy - self, best gift di- vine, to our world so free - ly giv'n:

Refrain
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Christ, our God, to thee we raise this our sac-ri-fice of

Text: Folliott S. Pierpoint, 1835-1917, alt.
Music: DIX, Conrad Kocher, 1786-1872

OFFERING PRAYER

praise.

Let us pray. Gracious God, you bless us with gifts of guidance, new life, growth in grace, and
fruitful labor. Accept the first fruits of time and toil, field and orchard we offer here. Bless and
multiply these gifts to our nurture and the care of your creation; for the sake of your Son, our

Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.



PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
Q smm—] ]
= e
: - — ! P m— —
San-to, san - to, san - to Dios de glo - riay po - der,
Ho-ly, ho - ly, ho - ly God of pow - er and might,
n - .
e R &
AV ) [1 1 v 1 1 1 i [1 ] [
J " L] v v L] I L3
cie - los y tie - 1Ira pro - cla - man tu glo - ria.
heav - en and earth are full of your glo - ry.
#) ; .
[] . | ] 3 [ i 1
w o i o == i > 1 i > o o
57— [ O ; et ol - 'l_
Ho - san - na, ho - san - na, ho - san-na en los cie - los.
Ho - san - na, ho - san - na, ho - san-na in the  high - est.
N .
] 3 1 ] : : N
o T
J . < S S S
Ho - san - na, ho - san - na, ho - san-na en los cie - los.
Ho - san - na, ho - san - na, ho - san-na in the  high - est.
n . o
1 1 Lﬁ——F" |! - = =
LV | i [ [ 1 v 1 1 i 1 1
J H v ¥ ‘
Ben - di-to a-quel que vie - neen el nom-bre de Dios.
Bless-ed is the one who comes in the name of our God.
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Blessed are you, O God, creator of heaven and earth. You rescued your covenant people, led

them on all their journeys, and taught them by the prophets. You so loved the world that you gave
your only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Pour out your Holy Spirit in this meal, and make us one in this community of faith and with your
people throughout the world.

Glory and praise to you, O God, Author of life, Word made flesh, Power of the Most High, now
and forever. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.
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LAMB OF GOD
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DISTRIBUTION HYNMIN

Here Is Bread

(ELW 483)
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1 Here is bread, here is wine, Christ is with us, he is with us.
2 Here is grace, here is peace, Christ is with us, he is with us.
3 Here we are, joined in one, Christ is with us, he is with us.
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Break the bread, taste the wine, Christ is with us  here.
Know his grace, find his peace, feast on Je - sus here.
We’ll pro-claim till he comes Je-sus cru-ci - fied.
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In this mo- ment, - by the Spir - it, Christ is with us here.

Text: Graham Kendrick, b. 1950

Music: Graham Kendrick
Text and music © 1991 Make Way Music, admin. by Music Services in the Western Hemisphere

HERE IS BREAD
3344 335andrefrain

DISTRIBUTION HYMN Come, Let Us Eat (ELW 491)

n Leader or All
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1 Come, let us eat, for now the feast 1s spread,

2 Come, let us drink, for now the  wine Iis poured,

3 In Je - sus’ pres - ence now we meet and rest,

4 Rise, then, to spread a - broad God’s might-y word,
N All

r—r——r— — ]

\:j/ I | E—— [ J r [ E——
come, let us eat, for now the feast is spread.
come, let us drink, for now the wine is  poured.
in Je - sus” pres-ence now we  meet and rest.
rise, then, to spread a - broad God’s might-y  word.



0 Leader or All
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I Come, let us eat, for now the feast 1s spread,
2 Come, let us drink, for now the  wine 1is poured,
3 In Je - sus’ pres - ence now we  meet and rest,
4 Rise, then, to spread a - broad God’s might-y  word,
0 All
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come, let us eat, for now the feast 1s spread.
come, let s drink, for now the wine is  poured.
in Je - sus” pres-ence now we  meet and rest
rise, then, to spread a - broad God’s might-y word.
N Leader or All
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Our Lord’s bod - y let us take to - geth - er
Je - sus’ blood poured let us drink to - geth - er
In the pres - ence of our Lord we  gath - er
Je - sus s - en will bring in the king - dom,
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our Lord’s bod - y let us take to - geth - er
Je - sus’ blood poured let us drink to - geth - er
in the pres - ence of our Lord we gath - er.
Je - sus ris - en will bring in the king - dom

Text: Billema Kwillia, b. 1925, sts. 1-3; Gilbert E. Doan Jr., b. 1930, st. 4, alt.; tr. Margaret D. Miller, b. 1927, sts. 1-3, alt.

Music: A VA DE, Billema Kwillia, adapt.
Text sts. 1-3 and tune @ Lutheran World Federation; text st. 4 and music adapt. © 1972 Contemporary Worship 4, admin. Augsburg Fortress.
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SONG AFTER COMMUNION (ACS p. 26)
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A -ho - ra, Se - fior, se - gin tu pro - me - s, pue-des de -
At last, Lord, your word of prom-ise ful - fill - ing, you let your
n |lD L 1 1 1 1 -? LN 2
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jar a tu sier-vo ir-se en paz. Por - que mis
ser - vant go forth in free-dom and peace. With my own
n . .
e e = = :
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0 - jos han vis - toa tu Sal - va - dor, a quien has
eyes I have seen the sal - va - tion you have pre -
0 iy : —
| x E.vc — ~ i i 1 3 - ;F aia ]
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pre - sen - ta - do an - te to-dos los pue - blos: ...
pared .. in the sight of all of the peo - ples: a
N i,
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- T -
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luz pa-raa-lum-brar a las na - cio - nes,
light that will re-veal you to the pa - tions, and the
0 .
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glo - ria de tu pue - blo Is - ra - el
glo - 1y of your peo - ple Is - ra - el

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION (ACS p. 27)

Let us pray.
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power of this

gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love
toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

BLESSING

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor

and + give you peace. Amen.
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SENDING SONG How Clear Is Our Vocation, Lord (ELW 580)

{ ) |
£ LD| 0 r . 1 P | :
(s> > : @ g & i
A1V i J J .|_
J — 7D

1 How clear is our vo - ca - tion, Lord, when once we heed your call
2 But if, for-get-ful, we should find your yoke is hard to bear;
3 We mar - vel how your saints be - come in hin-dranc-es more sure;
4 In what you give us, Lord, to do, to-geth-er or a - lone,

N 1| : . ; . }

Yy 0 s
£l b | ! ) | |
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to live ac-cord-ing to your word and dai - ly learn, re-freshed,re - stored,
if ~ world-ly pres-sures fray the mind and love it -self can-not un - wind
whose joy -ful vir-tues put to shame the ca-sual way we wear your name,
in old rou-tines or ven-tures new, may we notcease to look to  you,
0 | .
reuE= s =5 = -
B 1 =P e —
J 1 [ & [ J
that you are Lord of all and will not et us fall.
its tan - gled skein of  care: our in- ward life re - pair.
and by our faults ob - scure your pow’r to cleanse and cure.
the cross you hung up - on, all you en-deav - ored done.

Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000
Music: REPTON, C. Hubert H. Parry, 1848-1918
Text © 1982 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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