19th Sunday after Pentecost October 3 & 4, 2026

Introduction to the day
In today’s gospel reading, Jesus tells a vineyard parable, which serves as an image of Israel, the

prophets’ mission, and Christ's death. For Christians, the vineyard also speaks of God's love
poured out in the blood of Christ, given to us for the forgiveness of sin. Grafted onto Christ the
vine at baptism, we are nourished with wine and bread so that we may share Christ’s sufferings

and know the power of his resurrection.
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (ACS p. 8)
Blessed be the holy Trinity,

*+ one God,

who creates, redeems, and sustains us

and all of creation.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

To you, O God,
all hearts are open, to you all desires known. We come to you, confessing our sins.

Forgive us in your mercy, and remember us in your love. Show us your ways; teach us
your paths; and lead us in justice and truth, for the sake of your goodness in Jesus Christ
our Savior.

Amen.

By water and the Holy Spirit God gives you a new birth, and through the death and resurrection of
1 Jesus Christ, God forgives you all your sins. The God of mercy and might strengthen you in all

goodness and keep you in eternal life.
Amen.



GATHERING SONG When I Survey the Wondrous Cross (ELW 803)
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Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748
Music: HAMBURG, Lowell Mason, 17921872

GREETING
Christ has called us to this place,
gathered one and all by his Holy Spirit
We are followers of Christ
who seek to hear the Word,
live the Word, and share the Word.
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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KYRIE (ACS p. 12)
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
The Lord be with you. And also with you. Let us pray.
Beloved God, from you come all things that are good. Lead us by the inspiration of your

Spirit to know those things that are right, and by your merciful guidance, help us to do
them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

SPECIAL MUSIC
5:30
8:30 Praise Team
11:00 Chancel Choir

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE

FIRST READING: Isaiah 5:1-7
The prophet sings a sad, parable-like love song about the relationship between God and Israel. In

this song Israel is compared to a promising vineyard. Despite God’s loving care, the vineyard that
is Israel has brought forth “rotten grapes” of injustice and distress, when fine grapes of justice and

righteousness were expected.

"1 will sing for my beloved
my love song concerning his vineyard:
My beloved had a vineyard
on a very fertile hill.
2He dug it and cleared it of stones
and planted it with choice vines;
he built a watchtower in the midst of it
and hewed out a wine vat in it;
he expected it to yield grapes,



3 And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem
and people of Judah,
judge between me
and my vineyard.
“What more was there to do for my vineyard
that | have not done in it?
When | expected it to yield grapes,
why did it yield rotten grapes?

5 And now | will tell you
what | will do to my vineyard.
| will remove its hedge,
and it shall be devoured;
| will break down its wall,
and it shall be trampled down.
5] will make it a wasteland:;
it shall not be pruned or hoed,
and it shall be overgrown with briers and thorns;
| will also command the clouds
that they rain no rain upon it.

7 For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts
is the house of Israel,
and the people of Judah are his cherished garden;
he expected justice but saw bloodshed;
righteousness but heard a cry!
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING: Philippians 3:4b-14
Paul reviews some of his supposed credentials, which no longer have any bearing in comparison

to the right relationship he has been given through the death of Christ. The power of Christ’s
resurrection motivates him to press on toward the ultimate goal, eternal life with Christ.

[Paul writes:] “° If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, | have more: °circumcised
on the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of
Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; ®as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness
under the law, blameless.

"Yet whatever gains | had, these | have come to regard as loss because of Christ. ® More than
that, | regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my
Lord. For his sake | have suffered the loss of all things, and | regard them as rubbish, in order that
I may gain Christ ®and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from
the law but one that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. °|
want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by
becoming like him in his death, *' if somehow | may attain the resurrection from the dead.

ZNot that | have already obtained this or have already reached the goal, but | press on to lay
hold of that for which Christ has laid hold of me. '* Brothers and sisters, | do not consider that |
have laid hold of it, but one thing | have laid hold of: forgetting what lies behind and straining
forward to what lies ahead, '“1 press on toward the goal, toward the prize of the heavenly call of

God in Christ Jesus.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ACS p. 14)
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GOSPEL: Matthew 21:33-46
The holy gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus tells a parable to the religious leaders who are plotting his death, revealing that their plans
will, ironically, bring about the fulfillment of scripture.

[Jesus said:] > “Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put a
fence around it, dug a winepress in it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and
went away. >* When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his
produce. 3 But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, and stoned another.
28 Again he sent other slaves, more than the first, and they treated them in the same way. *' Then
he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ *® But when the tenants saw the son,
they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.’ *° So they
seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. “° Now when the owner of the vineyard
comes, what will he do to those tenants?” 4" They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a
miserable death and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the produce at the
harvest time.”
2 Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures:
‘The stone that the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone;
this was the Lord’s doing,
and it is amazing in our eyes’?
> “Therefore | tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people that
produces its fruits. ** The one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces, and it will crush

anyone on whom it falls.”



45When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he was
speaking about them. “¢ They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, because they

regarded him as a prophet.
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pr. Celeste

HYMN OF THE DAY Christ Is the Life (ACS 927)

1 Christ is the life of all that is,

God's pure creative Word,

whose pow'r beyond and through all space
the worlds to Being stirred.

Christ is the life beyond all time,

creation's birth and breath,

whose labor brings all things to be

and brings all things to death.

2 Christ is the death of all that is;

a broad and beck'ning tomb,

who welcomes us from well-worn ways
to darkness of the womb.

Christ is the death, the sinking down
past all desire and fear,

whose promise in the gentle dark

bids newness to appear.

3 Christ is the death of all that is,

a bright, consuming fire,

whose flames require our prior self
as kindling for the pyre.

Christ is the death of dusty days
of uncreative strife,

for out from fire we tread upon

the threshold of new life.

4 Christ is the life of all that is,
Beginning and the End;

creative force, most peaceful death,
transforming burning brand.

Christ is the life, in whose wise love
creation lives and dies

and thus forevermore shall bless
the Source, the living Christ.
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APOSTLES' CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the

power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the

life everlasting. Amen

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Seeking the Spirit of God who makes all things new, we pray for the church and the world.

God of every generation, we give thanks for all who have sought to renew and transfqrm your
holy church (especially Theodor Fliedner, renewer of society). Inspire us to follow their example in
our own day. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great. o ‘
God of every creature, bless and protect the earth and all those who dwell within it. We give

thanks for those who have helped us to see your Spirit in creation (especially Francis of Assisi,
renewer of the church). Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great. o
God of every tribe and nation, restore peace to the world’s conflict zones (regions in crisis may be

named), and shelter those who live within them. We pray especially for the safety of displaced
people and refugees. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.
God of every comfort, you made us in your own image. Grant healing and relief to all who are sick

or suffering (especially).
Mel Satnan, Stephany Sanborn, John Robbins, Sophia Danker Christensen, Isaac Kuenzli,
Bill & Becky Taylor, Greg Reinders, Mike Hassay, Sue Pagan, Patricia Minchin, Ladonna Jeffrey,
Alyce Hassay, Andrea Saar

Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.
God of every truth, you draw us nearer to you through your holy word. We give thanks for

teachers of the faith (congregational formation ministries may be named). Fill their hearts with
your Spirit, that they inspire others with your truth. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great. _
God of every soul, you are the one who calls us home. We give thanks for all the saints who have

been restored to perfect unity with you (especially). Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great. _
Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, we lift up these spoken prayers and those in our hearts;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.



OFFERING For the Beauty of the Earth (ELW 879)
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Christ, our God, to thee we raise this our sac-ri-fice of praise.

Text: Folliott S. Pierpoint, 1835-1917, alt.
Music: DIX, Conrad Kocher, 1786-1872

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray. Gracious God, you bless us with gifts of guidance, new life, growth in grace, and
fruitful labor. Accept the first fruits of time and toil, field and orchard we offer here. Bless and
multiply these gifts to our nurture and the care of your creation; for the sake of your Son, our
Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Blessed are you, O God, creator of heaven and earth. You rescued your covenant people, led

them on all their journeys, and taught them by the prophets. You so loved the world that you gave
your only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Pour out your Holy Spirit in this meal, and make us one in this community of faith and with your
people throughout the world.

Glory and praise to you, O God, Author of life, Word made flesh, Power of the Most High, now
and forever. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.
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LAMB OF GOD
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN

(ELW 474)

Bread of Life from Heaven
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1 Break now the bread of Christ’s sac - n - fice; giv - ing
2 Seek not the food that will  pass a - way; set your
3 Love as the one who, in love for you, gave him -
4 Dwell in the one who now  dwells in you; make your
5 Drink of this cup and de - clare his death; eat this
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thanks, hun-gry ones, gath-er round. Eat, all of you, and be
hearts on the food that en - dures. Come, leamn the true  and the
self for the life of the world. Come to the one who is
home in the life - giv-ing Word. Know on - ly Christ, Ho - ly
bread and be-lieve Eas-ter morn; trust his re -turn and, with
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sat - is - fied; in Christ’s pres - ence the loaves will a - bound.
liv - ing way, that the full - ness of life may be yours.
food for you, that your hun - ger and thirst be no more.
One of God, and be - lieve in the truth you have heard.
ev - ’ry breath, praise the one in whom you  are re - born.

Text: Susan R. Briehl, b. 1952

Music: ARGENTINE SANTO | BREAK NOW THE BREAD, Argentine traditional, refrain; meﬁicﬁsg' 1950, stanzas

Text and music © 2001 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S, Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638, www.giamusic.com,
All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN

Come, Let Us Eat

(ELW 491)

0 Leader or All
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1 Come, let us eat, for now the feast is spread,
2 Come, let us drink, for now the  wine Iis poured,
3 In Je - sus’  pres-ence now we meet and rest,
4 Rise, then, to spread a - broad God’s might-y  word,
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come, let us eat, for now the feast is  spread.
come, let us drink, for now the wine is  poured.
in Je - sus’ pres-ence now we  meet and rest.
rise, then, to spread a - broad God’s might-y  word.
) Leader or All
I{ L v
J & 2
Our Lord’s bod - y let us take to - geth -er
Je - sus’ blood poured let wus drnk to - geth -er
In the pres - ence of our Lord we gath-er
Je - sus 1s - en will bring in the king - dom,
N All
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our Lord’s bod - y let us take to - geth - er
Je - sus’ blood poured let us drink to - geth - er
in the pres - ence of our Lord we gath - er.
Je - sus s en will bring in the king - dom.

Text: Billema Kwillia, b. 1925, sts. 1-3; Gilbert E. Doan Jr., b. 1930, st. 4, alt.; tr. Margaret D. Miller, b. 1927, sts. 1-3, alt.

Music: A VA DE, Billema Kwillia, adapt.
Text sts. 1-3 and tune © Lutberan World Federation; text st.
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SONG AFTER COMMUNION (ACS p. 26)
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION (ACS p. 27)

Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing
power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in
fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

BLESSING

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor

and * give you peace. Amen.
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Text: African American spiritual

Music: GUIDE MY FEET, African American spiritual; arr. This Far by Faith

Arr. © 1999 Augsburg Fortress

Page 15

SENDING SONG Guide My Feet (ACS 987)
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1 Guide my @ feet
2 Hold my  hand
3 Stand by me while I run this race.
4 I'm your  child
5 Search my  heart 4 3
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Yes, my Lord!
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Guide my feet
Hold my hand
Stand by me while I run this  race.
I'm your  child
Search my heart
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Yes, my Lord!
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Guide my feet
Hold my hand
Stand by me while I  run this race,
I'm your child
Search my heart
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for 1 don’t want to run this race in vain.
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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